Telescopes are the real
stars at Stellafane

by Guy Brandenburg

leng with Brenda Corbin Jones, John and Glenna Avellone, Bill Burton and
Am mily, John and Bobbie Stewart, and Jerry Wolczanski—all members of
gither NOWVAC andfor MCA, T attended this weekend's Stellafane convention in
the beautitul countryside arcund Springfield, VT,

[ had the audacity, or perhaps hubris, to enter two homemade scopes into
aptical competition, but did not win, T saw the mirrar ot the waman whe did
win the optical competition, and as far as [ could tell it was perfect in the star test,
[ see now that mine are not, [ really need to get better at collimation, since 1 lost
a lot of peints an that, It really helped me to get feedback fram the judges, and o
be able to look ar thar perfect mirror's star test, (Ar least mine are really, really
smaoath because of the use of rouge.) The viewing on Saturday was wondertul,
and I found a number of
new Herschel abjects, At
the Saturday evening pres-
entaticn, [ didn't win any-
thing in the lettery, which
is really too bad—they were
giving away several sets of
Televue eyepieces, inglud-
ing MNaglers,

The only thing 1 ™waon”
was 3 CD-ROM of variable
stars, which I received
hecause | was alsa
representing the Mational
Capital Astronomers, one
of the elder astronemy
clubs in attendance, 1t ]

can figure out how to do so,

Johin Dabsan, Devid Lewy, and offiers pose far ghodagraghs in
frank of Stedlsfana’s Pk Clunhouss, Dabsan, 8t BE, was tha
ser “Sieafone on pope 3 oloest person natiendance at the cansenbon.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

: Where Are We?

- Membsrs: 600

: Dbserers: 1047

: Mestings: 50

2 OATM: 15

2 Dutreach: & {regulars)

. Where do you fit in?

Pl i Ll Tarnse
fisr all gosoad
Poomnads 1o conme
Lot and of
BCAL and
bz wolun-
teer beaders, We
need Cificers,

Trustess, and
appotnless, o SNOVAL Presdent Ed Karch
carey on [actwally 1o make it better).
Contact the nemanating commilies or e-
pail mae with your mterests and 1 owall see
pets o theme ekimch@bench.coar 36
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