Announcements

The Year-Long Star Party
at Spruce Knob
by John Musbaum

MOWAC i now the proud owser of 2 brosd new, "no fralls" star
party at the premder observing lecaition i the Eastern LS The
Year-Long Star Party (YLSP) s held for 4 nighis each vsomnth
from March throupgh Movember. The Star Party is seld at the
Giatewoad Group Camping Area just west and diglitly below
Spruce Bnob, the highest peak in West Wirginia, Gatewood siis
oy o of a kil an 4,338 feer.

The skies at the Year-Long Star Party are truly dark. b33, the
face-on spiral galaxy in Triangulum s a naked eye object and the
Midky Way stretches from horimon 1o hormon in both sumemer
and winder! If you have mever observed in truly dark, ragnitude
7 shoes, you wall be in for o real trear!

2002 Schedule—Spruce Knob, WV

September 58 Thursday—Sunday mighis

Owtober 4-7 Friday—blonday naghis

Movember 1-4 Friday—donday naghis

The Sear Party s free o NOVAC members and thene 13 a nomi-
nal cost for non-rmembers,

For more mformation see the HOYAC websate an wanwnivi
comysprace or contact lohm Musbaum at pofore@ mehior. com.

NASM/Einstein Planetarium
public observing

2002 Schedule—5ky Meadows State Park, Paris, VA

[oan Sean C¥ Brien, stafl astronomer of the Albert BEinstein
Planetarium, and other local amatewr astronomerns, for public
telescopic observing under dark, star-flbed skies, away From city
lighins. The evening begins wath o dhort night sky orientation at
diwsk, followed by telescopac observing of various astronomical
olgects, ending at 11 pm.

Directions to Sky Meadows State Park: Sky Meadows State
Park 1= west of ".'l'ilH]Lil.‘lﬁlml., [, on US Rowte 17 Morth, 1 male
south of 1S Bowte 50, or 7 mdes north of Interstate 66, Exr 23
The padk contact phone mumber i (5400 592-3556. There & a 34
parking fee per car, Flease cover fashlighns with a red filter or a
brovwn paper bag. Diness warmly, In case of dowds or rain, an
armatewr astronomer wall lead a short alternae progrom

Date {all Saturdays) Comments

Septermber 7 1 day after Bew Moon

Chetober 5 1 day before Mew Moon

Mowvember 9 2 days before 1t Chuarier

Editors note: This = a fun program for HOVAC membens 1o
heldpr owit with. Sky Meadosws park has great skies, and the poldic
1 always very reoeplive.

Bear Alert!

A black bear has been frequenting Gatewood Campground and
darmmged some HOVAC membiers’ equipmment at the August

Y LSP sewmsaon. Please be aware that miteraction with potentially
danperous wildlife 15 2 possibiliny of you decide tego o Sproce
Enob [or any other observang site, for thar matter. | See

wHw pa oo e simacekmaly to get the complete
LTy,
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Newsletter now available via e-mail

A am added cormenience, members may mow elect o peceive
their pewslerser in electronic form via e-mail. The eleciromic
version will be in Adobe POF foromat and sill tepically be 500 10
Aol kilobytes. Photos will appear with mauch better resolution in
the electronic copy.

IF yoria swauded bk to receive the newsletter in PIE G, send
virtr manee, tailing acdress, and the e-mal addmess 1o which
virtn winnt the newsletter delivered to mpmeilli@fpeener. Please put
“Mewsletier FOE in the subgect line. Changes wall take effect
witth the SeptembertiOctober s, Please noe: if you choose o
receive the electronde copy, you will net receive o paper copy.



