NOVAC robotic observatory
project comes to life

by Craig Tupper

mDereker 2002, Crang Tupgper announded
_[I-.l thee MOVAL email list that the Long-
rumming MOWAREC CODF Progect {wmme movid,
conrafernyd | wis coming o anend. Pele
lehmson asked whether Craig had ever
thaught about an intemet-contralled CCD
observatory for all HOVAC members. Afer
a greal deal of discussion amoeng Craig, Pete,
aidd Bl Parks, Cragg and Pete made presen-
tations o the HOYAL Board on Moveniber
5 the Boand approved i Craig, Pete, Bols,
lehns Derise, Hank Droyle, Alex Lim, Mike
wlls, and Bob Meff are currently working
o 1L

Wi intend to budld a robotic shservatory
for COMF imaging, accessabsle by all members
via the Interoet. To kivp costs down, we ane
Fiving bo use 28 many exsting or donated
assels as posable, ncludaag the clab's 197
LE 200 tedescopi; Crang's OCD camwena,
wedpe, and balance werghits and donated
compaters. The observatory will be placed
o mountim ner Moorefeld, WV, on
lamel aviied by Bl Bryson, swho sill give us
2 lomgz-term lease, { Thanks, Ball'} There = no
public access to this meosote, gated s there
are sevenil other ehservatones alnsdy on the
muntain, and no prier vandalso, The see
i close enough 1o 0 for comstruction and
maintenanee {2 hours from the beltwvay |,
aid the skaes are pretty dardk—abowt naagni-
tude 6.5 or better, wath limuted potentaal for
decay,

W lnope 1o sbart sate constructaon by
cardy sprng, and be online
breforre summer. Omce il's
o, members
wall e abde 1o
alstain CCD
irages from the
comfort of ther
keyboards. This
sliould be fun and
edicational, 2
mazmbers will lem aboeul
CCDs, shaervatories, or
ather aspects of astnon-
amy. 10wl alse enalde
mzmbiers 1o do saennfic
projects, swch as asteroid
and/or comet discovery,

supernova hunting, variable star phatome-
iry, searches for extra-solar planets, or lots
af ather potential, mula-member, scence
prisjecis.

lmagiag wall mot be “real-time.” That =,
s cam't have nine people trying to joy-stick
thie pelescope at the same time, Insted, thie
software package we have chosen provades a

simpde wieb-based forn o reguest images of

wiclivadual abjects, and also accepts formar-
tedd lests of tangets for sclentific projects
necding muliple exposures, The softwane
consolidates the ebserving reguests, builds
an by quene based on position on the
sk, takes observations, amd posts mapges
wia i for retrieval. This should enabile full
use of every munute, all might long, every
clear mght.

Thie cost of the project shoald Be around
50040 1o SR000 o gt wp and runmng, and
abrowit 3 V0GE prer year for mbermel access,
materance, amd O power. Donatasns 1o
WAL in support of the project mmy be
wenal to thee club Tressurer, Pedro Marties.
e alsor welcome potential collaborations
with wmiversities or other ongans Hons,

This i am excitang progect that wall b
used by many members, We hope at will
focus our lange, diserse dub on a bag project,
sithout the need 1o buy laad m o remsole
Loscation that fesy will visit. For more infor-
matbon, Pl uding regalar upadates, tune in o
il cluls ermail lst or visat the project web
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Just ane af mary
designs being
canaidansd for
MOWAL' s robatic
abaanabony

Leonids,

from page 1

thyerre s wiere, rmsesl of us with coans and
swcaters thrown cver might dothes, standog
i e cold maght and watcdhing a display of
inddescribalble bauty:

What did we seet Well, it's hand 1o fonig-
dree SO mesteors peer second, muach bess count
s, Just the same, this = probaldy what we
Bl ALl e coulid doswas warch, and enjoy
s once-in-a-hifetime heavenly show,

Thee enatere skoy, from zemith to hormeon, in
all derections, was filled with meteors. On oa
cler, moonbess might i 1966, the skies in
Bichfield were very dark, amd the constella-
tons promisent. In tos moraig Minnessta
shey, Ul mseteors were so Uik and numenous
that the constellations could barely be distin-
puashisl. [ was exceedingly difficult tos dis-
timgush the constant stars froom the Glling,
inconstant ones!

T vrsetesors seemed b be of nearly every
color and brighteess, mnging from the
Bmght firelalls with long, vaporows trails 1o
thse proprping flashes of these near the radi-
ant, which seersed 1o be coming straighi
al us!

Looking toward the radaant, the stom
resembibed very much the look of large
s lakies, caughit b tse lighbeams of a car
crsing at 60 miles per hour, Only this time,
it avas the ety burtling into a dense svanm
of dust and grat! 1 lsave never again experi-
enced such a clerr perceptaon of the earth
rev g, throush space.

Adter abrout 3040 minuies, the sky began
tis vasably brrigliten, amad a0 swas timse o nelue-
tantly go back msade to continue the day’s
respoassthilities, Even as we Ooally wrapped
taimgs ugs, the baghter metecrs could stll b
sevm, st chag the dasyn with the brilliamee
of therr wcandescent Are.

Forstnede: Some of you, m nsding aboul
comets and meteors, or about the listory of
astronsony, may have come across an all us-
tration of 2 woodcur of the Great Leoaicd
Meteor Shower of TBA3 (s page 1) This s
what it Lsoked like, felks! Apparently, every
133 years, the st moves theough the main
it clond of tse Leonids,

Pt tome Tor the dasplay neported lens
2068, Seamething to pass o Lo your grand-
clhildren {or great grandchildren) . .. %
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