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Mars returns in 2003, frompage 1

rises well before dawn and & lange enough o © = Optimize your local “sesing” conditions,

s somme sierface detat] i small telescopes. By lettimg your scopse reach thermal equi-
Adter oppositaon, as the echiptic dimbs and libraarm with the enviremment and by
Mlars mses in the evenag, it will transit at a avonding observing lecations near Lirge
biaghier altinade, possibly prosvidig steadier anss of stone or pavement. Also avead
s, Lo help vou plan your ehservations, abservang over nearby houses, 1if possible.
the sccompanying talde Lists rise, transit, and 7+ Keep youor scope collimated. Even slaght

sel times for Washangton, DHC for every pisa ligrnent of the optical system can

Saturday between Mav 2 and Decembser 27, have a deamatac effect on pmage quality.
2003, Allso, the sky chart below shioiws Marss 0+ Make a sketch. Sketcling helys rain the
eve and goees you a sowenifie necord of
e observataon, MOVAL member Bol
Bainpge has made hundreds of detailed
Mars sketches {see figure on page 3). See

motiom against the badkground starms for
abrowt the same period,

Tips for observing Mars

Here ane several amportant observomg tech- thae Diolsbsins, et al., or Bewsh and Capen
macjues that wall Iselp v ger the most owt of bieks referemaosd bedow for adviee on
walching Mars: making accurle sketches,
* Learn absrul your target. Mars has niye-

aad mteresting surfaoe fstuees, and teene

# LUse color filters. Certain celor filters can
maake surfice femures esier o see. For

Mara, a Gew of the most wseful filters ane:
« Red (Wrarten 23425 ) enhances all sare-

Face details;

are several mmaps availalle that sl help
you dentily what you are seetng (e the
references ).
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ftars will rece A path thrcdgh Capnoom, Aquanus, and Fieces batwean Mey and Decamber, 200E



