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But, back to my abservation. The cloud was uniformly white. There were no
spiral arms, no stripes, no central star. Observing with my naked eye, | got the
impression that it was a multiple system. The clouds were probably gravitation-
ally associated, because they appeared to be moving together in space.

Dioes anyone know of a good H,O Alter? Cloudy skies! %

NASM/Einstein Planetarium Public Observing

Tarin Sean O Brien, statt astronemer of the Albert Einstein Flanetariwm, and other local
amatenr astronoamers, for public telescopic observing wnder dark, star-filled skies, away
trom city lights, The evening begins with a short night sky crentation at dusk, follmsed
by telescopic ehserving of variows astronemical objedts, ending at 11 pm.

Sky Meadows State Park is west of Washingten, [LC, on LIS Rewte 17 Morth, 1 mile seuth
aff L5 Boute 50, or 7 miles north of [Inferstate 66, Exit 2% The park contact phons num-

ber is 540-592-3556. There is a 34 parking fee per car, Dress warmly: In case of donds or

raim, an amatenr astronomer will kead a short alternate program,

2003 Schedule—Sky Meadows State Park, Paris, VA

July 19 2 days before Last Cuarter Moon

Ampust 14 4 dlays atber Last Quarter Moon. Same might s NOVAC MO
September 13 3 days atter Full Moon. NOYAC Starpaze Seprember 20
Chitober 18 Last Clnarter Moon. Same night as MOWVAC MOKS

Movember & Full Moon—Tstal Lunar Eclipse]

Editor's mote: This is a fun program for NOVAC meambsers te help eut with, Sky Meadows
priatk beas great skies, and the pablic i always very receplive, Plus, MOVAC membsers whie bring
their telescopes to share miay stay unti 1 am
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2003 Year-Long Star Party at Spruce Knob
by John Musbaum

The official 2003 dates for the Year-Long Star Party at Sprusce Knob are:

2003 Schedule—Spruce Knob, WV

Taly 31— Augmst 3
August 28-3]
September 25-28
Chonber 23216

Thursday—Sunday nights

Thursday—Sunday nights

Thursday—Sunday nights

Thursday—Sunday nights

The cost of reserving the fcilities for this event was more than double the cost of last
year. This event was made possitdde this year through the fimancial and crganizational
support of the MROVAT board and its members and through over 1,000 i additional
pledges of support by both BOVAC and non-NOVAC members.

For complete information abaut the Year-Long Star Party {YLSP), g0 fo the YLSF website
at '.1-11-'14.'.J|m-|r|:n'.||u."1'_|':lr.ur.r.-'.



