Meeting highlights, cont.

chserving progrom, and 1o solicet fuads
for comstruction of shservatory build-
ingzs, A recent public event—one of the
first prven poor sweather conditions—had
2 very small twrmout, bat plans wiene
wrderway for an evend oousing on Mars

10 lane Adrguasl.

x Astronomical League Coordinator John
Avallone reported tar two long-awaited
vwards finally arnved for presentation an
thee Gremeeral Meetomg, Che was a Deepr-
Sky Binocular Club Certificate amad the
cibier a Messaer Clubr Certficare.

#* Librarlan John Derkso reporied the
pierchise of the latest edition of

Dickdveson amed Diver's Hackpard

Astromonmiers Canle,

A Alan Figgatt reported that most all of e
recently donated eyepreces ad bieen
distritrutid amseng the vanous loaner

liebiai o,

A [ was qoted et somme of the trees an
Bavage were growing into the southern
tesrirom and that the Jdub shaowld see if
they could be cut ack

¥ Monthly Obsarving Sesshong
Coordinator Boly Parks reviewed limes
aad lecations for the remainimg MO5
events Tor this year, mcludig danification
that tee August 22 and December 12
cvents are ol Franklin Park aod that all
o remmaang AO8% Lor 2003 are open
ter the pubslic. Concern was expressed over
the absility to cover public observing
obligations ar Crocken Park on the
Angust and December dates, when mosi
of thae cluby will likely be at Franklin Park
o pechaps al Sky Mesdows Park during
Angust. Chly Croekett (s advertised for
piebdie observing on the dul's websine,
Auddinomally, questions were masd
regarding the wisdom of lavang events at
Franklin Park, whach s always open 1o
the pubslec. [twas noted the Board lsad
exprzsed support for events at Franklin
carlier in the year Based onits benehits as
2 aate o large crowids and yer-round
walability,

¢ The Board then began a review of the

: MOS prrogran sa that Bal Parks could
begin plans for next year, Thens was
undversal agrecment that the MOS pro-
gram 14 a2 definkle success, braagag oul
e peermlers i additeon to tee pablic,
Still, bevng a vew progran, e dulb had
bearmesd Fromm the experience. Mot thai
thie 300 schedule approved for this year
amternpied o cover puelhc shserving
abilygataons, for example, some stromgly
expressed o desire nest year o sepanle
prublic observing sestons from Monthly
CHhserving Sessons The interests of dulbs
menibers i Use priority, except for the
annual Astronomy Day and Star Gaze
evenls, AL thie same time, this sepantion
Likuely means o greater commatment by
muore dub mensbers o cover all evenis.
e some felt that non-puldic MO
could mwan less volunteer work in prepa-
raliom, olhsers |':'|||I|.'-.| ol ket s he
arganmeed programs of these events that
attracied soomany cluby members,
Puldicaty was also considered a probilem,
as mmonthly public mighits at Crockett Park
are at present the only public viewing
sessacns listed on the websine (by agree-
ment Wil pack auibhiorises ey most b
prevstisdd b amed meed po be covensd. The
Board concduded thar plans for nexi
year's 2OS schedule should begim by
Lt al thee Saturdays before General
Sleetings and divergrmg from that sched-
ule only when pnecessary.

¢ ¥ Outreasch Committes members Bob

:  Traube, Donna Blosser, and Rob
Mekinney reprorted that the Blue Ridge
Centar for Environmantal Stewardship
andl Congressional School cvenis can-
celed due o wether were o the process
af beang reschieduled. A progrom in
hislingron, Wirgmna, s withowar cluls
assElande. Ciher groups onlacang e
cormmiies are being derected to oogonag
b ofmerving evenis.

¢ 3 Bob Parks reported that e and Mike

: Millks had discussed low 1o procssd with
thi: Powears Mirrar, and plan to cast a
Eraser fromm dental plaster.

¢ a3 Cralg Tupper reported that woerk contin-
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ves o e Robotle Telessope, including
steacy progress on twe structune, but that
il probsably mob all come together and
b meady this year. He would ke fo get
re prsaple b test the system and
intenads oo to open o To use by inter-
estied dulb membiers, He expressed a
willimgness to have it demenstraced at the
Star Ceaze 1l twe wenther makes all the
preparation wortbide,

: 3k Bob Parks said 4 or 5 peaple continue

artencl ATM meetings.

¢ o Membership Director Gene LaTour

indicated has own computer handled the
rembershap necords aned that, an least for
fo, The cul did st need o pursoe this
further.

o [owas agreed that MOS Coordinator Bob

Parkis should proceed with the order of
1.2 T-Shirts for thoese volunteers ongomz-
i WAOKS evients, Abouar half would be
distrabauted this year, and the other kep
For future volunteers. Bob estimmted tw
cimlt o be abrowt 53000 This year, Bob
Parks will also choose one volunieer
arcng e MOS srzaneers To redeve an
awiard from the dul for his or ler service,
which would melude a 550 @i cernificane.
I weas decaded, For several reasons, not Lo
aitfier a free annual clubr membership as
crganally supgested, Thene was general
agreersent that the dul showld establish
a palicy and process for grinting a volun-
teer award each year toa person making
an extrordinary contnbution to dub
activilies. Bab Traube aanoed o drs up
such a pohicy and process For the Board 1o

review and LTruye.



