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... CALENDAR
call 644-4331 for further details

June B................ BLTM at Burke Lake Park begins at 8:3¢pm
June 7.... .. iiieeae. BLTM at Burke Lake Park begins at 8:3dpm

25.Free lecture NASM The Advent of the H. Sp. Tele. 7:3d4pm
July 11, ittt it e i, Manassas observation at sunset
August 9....... . i e Manassas observation at sunset
September 5.......... ... . 0, Manassas observation at sunset

October 9.............. et e Manassas observation at sunset



THE PRESIDENT'S COLUMN
Thomas

The constitution vote ended April 3@th with 26 votes cast. All votes cast were ves. No no or abstain votes were cast. As
per item #4. we needed 33 ballots to respond; i.e. 2/3 of 56 members, our mesbership as of January T, . Because ve were
seven votes short, the constitution could not be ratified. We are left with two options:

1) Start another ballot among our present members.

2) Accept the ballot as valid since the constitution would have been ratified if seven more ballots had been cast,
irrespective of how the seven ballots were cast (A majority of 2/3 votes response was needed or in this case 33 returns with 17
yes votesi. | would like to recosmend the second option in order to save time and money. We vill discuss this issue at the next

meeting.

Happy observing.

EDITORI AL
Karcel

The NOVAC Corona is now published six times a year so that we may keep our members better informed of upcoming events. It
will not arfect membership dues. This issue is dedicated solely for the Burke Lake Telescope Heet (BLLTM 86). [t has been
designed to give helptul inforsation for petter BLTM 86 observing. Please copy the enclosed poster and post 1t at your
place of work or piace of piay - any piace that offers it a patential of being read such as libraries, employee lounges, or on
elevator walls. Tfou get the message. TYour particifation in this ad campaign is desperately needed. Thanks.

Several years ago vou may recall our participation in the /international Directory of Astronomical Associations and
Societies. We currently appear in the 1986 edition which our ciub is going to include in its library. This directorv offers
ciub travelers the opportunity to contact astronomy organizations all over the world when vacationing or when away on business.
It costs $12.49, postage inciuded. and comes from the Centre De Donnees Stellaires Observatoire De S{rasbourg in France. I[f you
are interested in obtaining your own copy, contact the secretary at 256-4438 for details. It is revised anually and | assuse in

english. : .
As you may have already noticed. the newsletter is a little more compressed this time around in terams of type size. We are
trying to cut the expense but not the bulk of our novel size newsletters. | hoEe this does not pose an inconvenience to any
one. |f you have troubie, you're an astronomer, get out your telescope! Just idding folks! If it does pose an excessive
e

inconvenience, contact the editor and ve will either try something different or provide you with a copy in the standard type

size.

As a further note, take the time now to check the enclosed roster to make sure your name and address are spelled correctly.
We lack inforsation on some members because it was not provided on their checks. If there is an error, please contact the
secretary at 256-443# so that if a need arises, we can contact you as fast as Yossible.

In early February we sent a letter of condolence and sympathy to the families of the Challenger crew, c/o NASA. On May 16
we received a return letter which follows:

Dear Friend:

Thank you for your kind expression of sympathy in the loss of the Space Shuttie Challenger crew.

The families of the seven crewmembers have issued the following statement in acknowledgement of the many expressions of
sympathy. :

"The spouses and families of the Chailenger Flight S1-L crew gratefully acknowledge your expressions of svapathy and
support. We thank the world for sharing in our pride of the Challenger crew, and it is with continued pride that we cherish the
memories of their accompiishments.

From all of you, we draw the strength to bid the crew of 5i-L our love and joyful wishes for an extended and exciting
exploration of that dimension in space that so intrigued them. To all the people of our country and all the countries of the

world, we sincerely thank you.

Please know that all cards, letters and'gifts‘héVe‘beeﬁ forvarded to the tamilies of the Challenger crew to whom they were
addressed.

Sincerely,

James M. Funkhouser

Deputy Director, Public Affairs
(Public Services)

National Aeronautics and Space
Administration

BURKE LAKE TELESCOPE MEET
Huggins

BLTM86 is conin%‘along quite well. We now have a speaker for the slide presentation on Saturday, Jume 7. He is Steve

Smith from the Arlington Planetarius.
The information packet has finally been made so for those of you who requested it, you will be receiving it shortly.
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BURKE LAKE

TELESCOPE
MEET

FRIDAY JUNE 6 AND SATURDAY JUNE 7

0 SLIDE PRESENTATIONS
¢ TELESCOPES PROVIDED

For More Information Call (703) 644-4331

Presented by the Northern Virginia Astronomy Club



) | have included a poster in this newsletter that teils of this event. Please Xerox it if you can and spread it out at your
place of work. Bulletin boards are a great place to put them. We need to advertise greatly because our Sky & Telescope ad dig
not get into any issue although it did make it into Astronomy. In the past we have relied on this to spread the word. However,
we now have to spread the word ourselves. Please feel free to contact se for help.
Desperately needed are siides that you have taken of Halley's comet and other things. We need them to put into our Friday,

June 6 slide presentation. Please mail thes to:

BLTM Pictures

John Huggins

56#8 Flag Run Drive

Springfield, VA 22151
You will get your pictures back after BLTM86. | know a lot of you out there have excellent shots. Here is your chance to
shov thes off. During the show each picture will be credited to the photographer who took them. Your help in this matter is
greatly appreciated. [f you gggégslike to get an information packet, piease send a legal sized SASE to:

c/0 John S. Huggins

5648 Flag Run grive

Springfield, VA 22151

HALLEY'S COMET, PHOTOGRAPHIC AND VISUAL OBJECTS
AND THE JUNE 6-7 BLTM (BURKE LAKE TELESCOPE MEET)
OR BACON, LETTUCE AND TOMATO SANDWICH WITH MAYO
by Dr. Gerald P. Perman
Halley's Comet was a bust. Peogle expected more. (r maybe | expected amore. | have seen it in the sorning and [ have seen
it in the evening. In the evening it was better. [t did not take three days to regulate my sleep-wake cycle. Before Halley's

siipped behind the sun in January, a short tail vas barely visible using averted vision and but a modicus of imagination. That
is, visible in my Meade 8" from Falls Church, Virginia. Perhaps it would have been spectacular from central Australia, Mount
Everest or the moon. | sav no tail at 4:34 am on the ciear morning of March 22, although the nucleus appeared well defined,
surrounded by the coma.

Why vas Halley's remembered as being so spectacular in 19187 One reason is that erhaps it was. There was amuch less air
and light poliution. Also, the intersection of the elliptical orbit of Halley's and the earth's orbit may have resulted in the
comet passing cioser to the earth than this time around. Such will be the case when it returns in 76 years. Perhaps the most
important reason Halley's was remesbered as having been so stupendous, however, is due to the unreliability of that most fragile
of our mental faculties, our memory. It has been said that we remesber what we wani Lo resember. A coroilary is that we
resesber things the way we wish to have resembered them. Finally, in 1918 people were certainiy a lot more suspicious of unusual
objects in the sky and paid more attention to them.

As a photographic object, however, Halley's is striking. [t's tail is sometimes splayed out, short and stubby, sometimes
shooting straight on back (or forward, in its trajectory away fros the sun), with knots, discontinuities, streamers, etc. And as
a historical object, Hailey's is fascinating. Some basic facts to point out to the pubiic at the
BLTM 86 include the following:

1. That Edmund Halley did not discbver the comet, but instead predicted its
return,

2. That the debris of comets results in the formation of meteor showers.

3. That the word "coma," the fuzz of the fuzzball that we see, comes iros
the Greek meaning "hairy."

This leads me to the next topic. From any particular observing spot, with a given telescope, under specitied observing
conditions, some telescopic objects will appear "better® or more interesting than others. Ho hus. .What else is new? My point
is that objects can be classified into visual and ghotographic objects, and it is the former that will most impress the

BLTM 86 gublic. There are some objects that are most impressive without a telescope at all - in ract. which are not even
visible with a telescope. These include the Milky Way (with a telescope ail you see is individual stars!), the Aurora Borealis,
constellations, and asterisas. Not to mention twilight and dawn. And some large star clusters, like the Pleiades and the
Hyades, are much better seen with binoculars than with a telescope. At the other extreme are obiects that | would consider
primarily photographic, rather than visual. These include most other galaxies (the Androseda Galaxy and the Megallenic Clquds in
the southern hemisphere are exceptions) and many nebulae, notably the gosette Nebula, the Veil Nebula, and the Horsehead Nebula.
Again, the distinction between these two classes of objects depends to a large extent on the light-gathering ability of your
telescope and the atmospheric conditions, apart from the optical qualities o§ the abject. Generally, galactic and globular star
clusters fall into both categories since photographs will enhance what you can aiready appreciate visually. The planets and the
moon are at least as good visually as they are photographically.

When showing objects to the public, in addition to pointing out a few basic facts about telescopes, such as the path of the
light from the objective lens or mirror to the eyepiece, and a brief explanation of the movements of the equatorial mounting, |
say a few words about Charles Messier, in conjunction with sighted Messier objects. 0Of note is that:

1. Messier was primarily interested in cataloguing objects so that they
would not interfere with his efforts to find new comets.
2. He vas a Frenchman.
3. He lived in the 18th century.
| assume that most peopie are [ike myseif and can oniy remember three things about any given topic.
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There will be a number of top-of-the-line deep sky objects visible tor the June 6-7 BLTM 86. You will probably want
to orient the public to the sky in general. [ find it useful to first point out the Big Dlzper which everybody knows anyvay sq
they can start off feeling smart aboup themselves, then show hpw the pointers point to the North Star (Polgrls). and then
identity Cassiopia (which, however, wiil be just above the horizon and perhaps not visible). | then explain how these two
constellations, and in fact all the stars, seem to rotate around Polaris. [t is extresely important to say that Polaris is
actually .9 degrees away from the true North Celestial Pole - since you will then have achieved the status of a "scientist® far
having used a decimal point. Next, point out a few of the other more well defined constellations (or., in most cases asterisas)

The Northern Cross in Cygnys,

Lyra, the lyre with its bright Vega,

Castor and Pollux, the setting “twins® of Gemini (interestingly, the & star
Poliux, is brighter than the « star, Castor),

Leo, vith its Regulus,

Scorpius and the rising Sagittarius.
| note that we are 1/3 of the way in from the edge of our galaxy in its Orion Arm, and the center of the galaxy is in the

direction of Sagittarius. Hence, the Milky Way is densest in this part of the sky.

Susmer is the season of the globular star ciusters and two of the most impressive are M-13 in Hercules and M-3 in Canes
Venatici. M-13 was first mentioned in {715 by Halley. Globular star clusters are such rarer than open ones. We know of 125
globular clusters, compared to thousands of open clusters. They form a spherical cioud around the nucleus of our galaxy. The
second Iarfest globular cluster in the sky is Omega Centauri (the largest is M-184, visible from the southern hemisphere near the
Seall Megallenic Cloud), though this will be low on the southern horizon. Angther good globular is M-53 in Coma Berenices.
interesting also because it has a ciose neighboring giobuiar. NGC-5853.

Some prominant open clusters will inciude -84 (Praesepe, the Beehive Cluster in Cancer), and M-67 in the same
constellation. Two of @y favorite nebulae will be well situated:
M-57, the Ring Nebula in Lyra, vhich is best seen at medium power (if the power is too low, you can not see the ring, if too

high, the nebula fades out);
M-27, the Dumbbell Nebula in Vuipecuia, also best viewed at moderate power. While your in lyra, Epsilon Lyra, the "doubie

double® star can be shown. Further impress your public with your knowledge that over half the stars in the universe are probably
doubie stars, in a physical relationship with another star. Love is everywhere. Finally, as an exampie of galaxies. M-8! ang M-
B2 in Ursa Major are two that are close together (in the same iow power field) and close to 8y heart.

Mercury will be up in the sky, setting about 9:89 pm. Venus will be setting an hour later, at which time Mars will rise.
Saturn wiil be Magnificent, transitting at 11:15 pa, and Jupiter will rise at 12:3§ am. :

Halley's Comet may still be visible as it heads back out past Neptune. setting around 11:88 ps. Look for a tail streaking
across the sky, and be sure to use a sun filter so you do not go stone blind.

I have suggested a few things to get started with at the BLTM 86. Remeaber sy rule of three. Good luck.
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HALLEY IN JUNE?
Korcel

| have rectgved "billions® of calls from people
asking about the prospect for Jume. Well, your guess is
as good as mine. BAD! But for those die hards, enclosed
is a Halley chart tor June and the BLTMB86. Halley
is expected to be at a blinding magnitude of approximately
7.1 in the constellation of Hydra reaching its point of
best visibility between 3:#8 and 9:15ps. Little or no
detail can be expected uniess salar activity increases for
BLTM86. Regardless. this littie guy will be the
Erile target for public viewing since most of the pubTic
as not seen it yet. You think no one wili care? Just
wait! At my home observatory in downtown wmetropolis,
vhere the observing is smoggy and actually darker in the
daytime, | have had unknown "stroliers" come cver and be
utterly overweimed at actually seeing it even if it "looks
something like a tuzzy star®™ or 'a strange cloud" and
"it's just barely visible.®™ Some repeated comments are
"is that it?, What am | iooking for’" and "! don't really
see anything!" But best of all are "I can't belicve it.
{'a looking at Halleys' Comet and ['®m alive!™ or "Thanks
for giving se the opportunity to see 1t. [ thought | was
never going to get the chance.® Those who have not seen
it yet will still appreciate a chance to view this bizzare
and historic comet. Let's give the oublic one last chance
to say good bye to history's parting rriend and we can
then ourseives make history and say "Goodoye umtil 2861."

sy

| wouid like to thank Todd Prydybasz for supplying the Halley chart, the BLTMB86 poster, and the Astrodome for Jume. Also |
would iike to thank Dr. Geraid Perman for his generous manuscript for BLLTM86 and Laurel Wanrow for her technical assistance

on this issue.

THE NOVAC CORONA may be reproduced with credit given to the Northern Virginia Astronomy Ciub.

{c) 1986 The Northern Virginia Astronomy Club

The Corona deadiine is the 15th of the preceding month. For more information regarding club activities call 783-644-4331,
Send all saterial regarding the club, including that for pubiication, to the Secretary/Editor: Blaine Korcel (783-256-4a3¢), 5441

Danville Street, Springfield, Virginia 22151



NOVAC SPRING 1986 ROSTER

As of Mav 16
NOVAC Information
A recording of pertinent info for the benifit of the members and the public............ooveveereennnn.., 783 644-4331
President
Nils Thomas............... 8478 Thames Street, Springfield, VA 221S{................... (vork 664-5666). . 323-7478
Treasurer
John Huggins.............. 9688 Flag Run Drive, Springfield, VA 22151.........ovu'revnnrenennns. 044-4331 or 569-4394
Secretary
Blaine Korcel............. 5481 Danviile Street, Springfieid, VA Z2151.........c.vveeerinieanennnnns, 256-4434
Chris Adler............... 7131 Gordons koad, Falls Church, VA 22883............0'''eeeeeeiennni, 533-8773
Chuck Beighlea............ 4555 Kendall Drive, Woodbridge, VA 22183.......c.vuviriviinerreninnnnnnn, 783 678-5291
Brian Bloomer............. 7531 Axton Street, Springfieid, VA 22150, .. .0 0euuuuiiiiereenei, 256-1667+
Larry Bohlayer............ 1§ . Washington Street, Middieburg, VA 22117........... (work 783 687-6881)..743 6687-6759
Al Boldt.................. Apt. 738, 4588 South Four Mile Dr., Arlington, VA 22284..(work 756-1264/65).. 379-5721
James Boucher............. 6882 Brisbane Street, Springfield, VA 22152................. (work 676-1254). . 451-3381
Dennis Boyce.............. 4384 Javines Drive, Alexandria, VA 22318.........covuuiiiuinninennnnnnnnnni, 964-8638
Bill Burton............... 3861 Sugar Lame, Vienna, VA 22188.........c0ivuneeiieesiiiee i, 281-7238
James Cannon.............. 1551# Barrington Place, Dumfries, VA 22826.................. (work 697-6445)..743 67§-8783
Dale Chisholm............. 4379 Farmhouse Lane, Fairfax, VA 22832.........vvrueivueessonsiennonennnnii, n/a
Mark Cowles............... 6861 Yellow Sheave Court, Frederick, MD 20781.....vvveeerrnsennernnennnnnnnn, 634-7459
Janet Dechary............. 1338 Northgate Square, Reston, VA 22898..................... (work 885-4897).. 473-9159
Bruce Drury....... PP 8369 West ggrk Hill Drive, Bethesda, MD 2881a..... et e, 538-2128
Wade Emory................ 8512 Brookleigh Way, Alexandria, VA 22318......c.uueeururnesssinnennnnnnnnnn, §22-7916
Jerry Ewing...ovuivin..., 11818 Del Mar Court, Fairfax, VA 22838...........0cvvvevireenennnnnnnnnnnnn., 352-8148
John Fisher............... 3639 Silent Valley Drive, FairfaX, VA 22831......vuvreirennsssiesnnnnnni, 288-2348
Dave Francis.............. 8518 Ordinary Way, Annandale, VA 22883..........0uvrrivneoeniei, 878-4378
Ned Fredrickson........... 388 John Marshall Drive, N.E. Vienna, VA 22188.........0overrivneennnnnnnnnn, 938-6451
Andrev Friedsan........... 8681 Greeiey Blvd.. Springfield, VA 22152, . ..uuuuereeriiririnneennnnrannnn, 451-3168%
John Fritsvold............ 288 N. Pickett Street, #615, Alexandria, VA 22384........... (work 433-3116).. 751-7696+
Matthew Gelven............ 2628 Wellflieet Court, Falls Church, VA 22883..........c00veuueeeoninnn, 532-8337
Paul Gibson............... 1883 T. Street, N.W.,Apt.D, Washington DC 26689............. (work 523-1938).. 328-2196
John Godbey............... 7611 Raﬁ}g Road, Alexandria, VA 22386.........covvvrernnieeeenninnnnnnnn, 768-6668
Stan & Jonni Gority....... 7934 Orange Plank Road, Springfield, Vﬁ 22153, .., (work 558-8228).. 455-8297
John Hale....oovuvrvnnn... 3648 Tallwood Terrace, Falls Church, VA 22841............0oeuiinenennni, 941-3624
Debra Hall................ 5348 Hoimes Run Pkwy.,t 684, Alexandria, VA 22384..........covourovunnnnnnin, n/a
Barry Harlan.............. 18281 Bald Hill Road, Mitchellville, MD 28716........ovvoiroinnsnnn . n/a
Scott Hayes............... 7213 Adeiphi Road, Hyattsville, MD 28782.................... (work 394-1484).. ’277-3922 ‘
Ed Hodge........00u 00 +--5%82 Prince George Drive, Springfieid, VA 22152..............................  569-9509
Thomas A. Imbesmba......... P.0. Box 34525, Bethesda, MD 28817...........ovvvernvnninns. (work 296-5558).538-4948/8122
Milton E. Jomes........... 4812 Kingston Drive, Annandale, VA 22883...........0covrverinnennnnnnnni, 256-3284
Nick Jones................ P.0. Box 3354, San Rafael, CA 94912...........covvvnrnunn.n, (work 337-3944).. n/a
Richard Lawson............ 5683 Flag Run Drive, Springfield, VA 22150......uuuuereerersnnn, 569-4458
wschool#*................ P.0.Box 3831, Coliege Station, Fredricksburg, VA 22881....................... 783 899-4476
Daniel Lazich............. 6888 Hibbling Avenue, Springfield, VA 22158................. (work 692-2988).. 451-6532
Jim Liles.....ovvvvunns. 5314 a2nd Street, N.W. Washington D.C. 28815................ (work 357-8469).. 966-3576
Ed Linville.......vuvunin. 2645 Jackson Drive, Falls Church, VA 22643.................. (work 691-7758).. 573-2431
Thomas Love............... 1841 Rhode Island Ave., McClean, VA 22081, .......vvurueerrnseeinis 536-6936
Ray Lupo.........cccvunn. 7988 Carrleigh Pkwy., Springfield, VA 22152, ....ccveuuurnssneennnnnnnnins 451-8659
Tarrin Lupo.eveennnan.,., 7988 Carrleigh Pkwy., Springfieid, VA 22152, ....cccivviirrnninnensnnnnnns, 451-$659
Joe Macrie................ 6641 Wakefield Drive Apt. 328, Alexandria, VA 223§7......... (work 377-6848).. 668-6842
Fred Maxwell.............. 622 Center Street, Herndon, VA 22878...........00vvuun.. (work 381 248-8436).. 471-6181
Patrick McNulty........... 4935 Andrea Avenue, Annandale, VA 22883...........0evunrrresneinnins 978-6813
Tracey Megenity........... 7483 Recard Lane, Alexandria, VA 22387........vvvererernenernsnai, 768-7234
Ed Montes................. 12284 Braxfield Court, #9, Rockville, MD 28852.......cvvuvervrnnennennrnnnnins 361 984-8697



David Mosher..............7528 Little John Court, Falls Church, YA 22842, . .......c.oiiiernnnrrnnnnnn,
Dave Norris............... 9418 Goshen Lane, Burke, VA 228!5.....civeiiiinnnrnnnn... ...fvon 635-7528), ,

Me Partabn...oocevvnant, of7l Heatherwooe Drive, Alexandria, YA 22310........... saneiasde e
Gerald Perman.............2233 Casewont Drive, Falls Church, VA 22048, ...........cceciviienreonnneinnns
Vytas Petrulas............ 885 Bushait| Orive, Alexamdria, VA 22310..........ocvieenrnnnnnn same s
Todd Peydybasz............ LZ#8¢ Ashley Court, Manassas, VA 22000 iieennonnriere s iereaeieaannnns
Villias Rath,.....co.oun.. 13150 Madonma Lane, Fairfax, VA Z2033...................... ivork 857-73341,,

Richara Rathaei........... L16Z Portrae Lame, Fairfar, WA 22830 ... .00 ieine e e
Ken Roberts........ e 3328 Mighiand Lane, Falsfax, YA 22431..... A 1r8841tosstars rIpanTIeelstbdrrras .
Al & Lynn Schuwann........B121 Rivansma Drive, Springtiele, YA 22054............... ke rbunrde mod ) Funns
John Schwab.......ooen..n 14359 Granite Creek Lane, Qaktom, VA 22026 ... .. 0 oo e,
Nichael Sioane...... veven. 785 5. Florida Street, Arlingtes, VA 2228e. ..., f e e e e
David Springer............7288 Traspers Place, Springfield, VA 22183......... e teaeiene
John Sullivan.....oovuuo 3227 Hewitt Avesue, Apt. T-2, Vheaton, MD 2#986..... S EeS NER S EES L En ) 0est )0
Gary Sutheriane...........042 Outer Bridge Quay, Virginia Beach, vA 23e8a......... ads it Rnntannnnnt .
Gilbert Swift........... o581 Dimviddie Street, Springfieid, VA 2205€.....couvrovuneonnnns
Dane Toler..ooevvnennn,, 19214 Bushmar Deive #LE181, Oakton, A 22124, ... . ... oo iii.. .

Laurel vanrow............, 3804 Carolyn Avenue, Fairfaz, YA 22830.......... Cesesnnne ...nvort 631-"13)

Mary Vard.......oooveenn, ., 1Z384 Centiand Court, Dale City, vA 22193....... e iieaiiean P
Robert Welsh.............. J9¥3 N, Charles Street, Apt IN, Baltimore, M0 21208, . ... .vvrenrrrnnnnnnnnn, .

Wev seabers are demotec by an (#)

573-88
323-1976
922-5782
536-8321
a7L-387%
T#3 79L-58%
378-7194
378-5¢45
573-1885
971-3257
273-3234
379-7553
2553474
arn-23s7
43 479-#586
A51-a51@
261-2118
273-T18%
183 S58-73839

JBL BEQ-5772

[1 you are a nev memder and do not appear on this raster, don't vorry. It is not completely updated yet,
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