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The star is not extinguished when it sets
Upon the dull horizon; it but goes

To shine in other skies, then reappear
In ours, as fresh as when it first arose.

- Horatius Bonar, Life After Death

Board of Directors:
Brent Archinal

Al Boldt

Don Larson
George Uhl

comments on what topics you’d like to
see covered or how our programs have

President: Blaine Korcel.........coouueennt! 703-256-4430
Vice President: Jim Schaeffer.................. 703-476-5624
Secretary: Al Schumann.........eenneencl 703-971-3257
Treasurer & Editor: Bob Ridgley........... 703-671-0286
NOVAC Information Hotline.................] 703-256-8359
NOVAC Computer Bulletin Board........703-256-4777
Programs for NOVAC

Meetings

by Brent Archinal

An astronomical tour is also the topic of
the January 17 meeting, with Brent
Archinal presenting “Some Astro-
nomical Views of England and Scot-
land”, showing us the sights, astro-

gone, or would like to do a program
yourself, let us hear from you. Leave a
message on our information hotline
(256-8359) or give one of the club
officials a call. Currently, all meetings
are held the third Wednesday of the

January 26 & 27: Observations at C.
M. Crockett Park.

February 15: Board of Directors
Meeting.

February 16 & 17: Observations at C.
M. Crockett.

February?21: General Member-
ship Meeting at the Arlington

nomical and a few otherwise of
Edinburgh, Scotland and south-
ern England. The Royal Observa-
tory of Edinburgh, the old and
new Royal Greenwich Observato-
ries, William Herschel’s house,
and Stonehenge will be the pri-
mary astronomical points of inter-
est covered.

For our February 21 meeting, we

What’s Inside

The 1990 Observing Schedule - page 2

NASM Special Events - page 2

January/February Sky Sweep - page 2

Yale Bright Star Catalog Querry & View Program - page 3
A Bright Comet This Spring - page 3

Membership Directory - page 5

August Eclipse Recap - page 8

Adbvertisements - page 9

shift back again to what could be

R 53 sl

County Planetarium.

February 23 & 24: Observations
at C. M. Crockett Park.

March 15: Board of Directors
Meeting.

March 16 & 17: Observations at
C. M. Crockett Park.

March 21: General Member-
ship Meeting at the Arlington

called an “observing aid” topic,

with Steve Robinson telling us about his
“Yale Bright Star Catalog Query and
Viewing Program”. Steve plans to give
us a live PC demonstration of his pro-
gram, which allows searches by SkyAt-
las 2000.0 chart through the very useful
Yale Bright Star Catalog. Those pres-
ent at the meeting will be welcome to
try out the program.

We plan to continue to try to schedule
programs for all our regular meetings.
Those so far have been very well re-
ceived by those attending. But we need
to hear from you! If you have any

month, at 7:30 PM at the Arlington
County Planetarium. Admission is
free and open to the public.

County Planetarium.

March 23 & 24: Observations at C. M.
Crockett Park.

Coming Attractions

January 11: Board of Directors Meet-

ing.

January 17: General Membership
Meeting at the Arlington County
Planetarium.

January 19 & 20: Observations at C.
M. Crockett Park.

What’s New In NOVAC
by Bob Ridgley

NOVAC extends a warm welcome to
those people who joined the club in
October, November, and December.
They are:

Charles Yoder
Timothy Whitter
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Ian Dix

Thomas Shinal
John Somiak
Doug Fraser

J. Douglas Mistler

We hope to see you at our observa-
tions and monthly meetings. Please
contact any of the club’s officers with
questions or suggestions which you
might have.

NOVAC membership has reached
118. Of that number 98 are current in
their dues, 3 are past due, and 17 are
complimentary members (other clubs
and organizations, etc). As of January
12th the NOVAC treasury balance is
$359.00.

All six seats on the Board of Directors
will be up for relection at the February
General Membership meeting. To
nominate a canditate please contact
Blaine Korcel or post a message on the
BBS, or on the Information Hotline.
Nomination may also be made at the
January General Membership Meet-

ing.

1990 Observing Schedule

January:
19, 20, 26, 27

February:
16*, 17*, 23, 24

March:
16*, 17*, 23, 24

April:
20, 21, 27, 28

18, 19, 25, 26

E

(-

une:
15%, 16*, 22, 23

July:
13*, 14*, 20, 21

August:
17, 18, 24, 25

September:
14, 15, 21, 22

October:
12, 13, 19, 20

November:
9* 10*, 16, 17

December:
14,15, 21, 22

The Northern Virginia Telescope
Meet will be held on Friday and Satur-
day nights, October 19th and 20th. All
of these observing sessions will be held
at the C. M. Crockett Park unless oth-
erwise noted on the NOVAC Hotline
and on the NOVAC BBS.

NASM Special Events
by Bob Ridgley

February will bring several interesting
events to the Smithsonian’s National
Air & Space Museum (NASM). Plan a
trip to the Mall to see them!

The Monthly Sky Lecture will be “Star
Laws: What Are the Rules in Space?”.
The lecture will be given by George
Robinson, Associate General Coun-
sel, Smithsonian Institution, on Satur-
day, February 3rd. at 9:30 a.m. at the
Einstein Planetariun.

Exploring Space Lecture Series selec-
tion will be “The Search for Dark
Matter in the Universe”, be Lawrence
Krauss, professor of astronomy at
Yale University. It will be held at the
Langley Theater on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 14th. (call the numbers below for
the time).

The Space Telescope Lecture will be
by Robert W. Smith, historian NASM
Space History Departmant, on
Wednesday, February 21st. at 7:30
P.M. in the Langley Theater.

The Albert Einstein Planetariun will
be closed February 5th. thru March
11th. for renovations

The National Air & Space Museum is
located at Independence Avenue and
Sixth Street, S.W_, is open seven days a
week. Normal hours are 10:00 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. Admission is free.

For additional information about
Smithsonian public programs, please
call (202)-357-2700 or 357-1729 (non-
voice TDD). For prerecorded infor-
mation about events in a specific mu-
seum (Dial-A-Museum) call (202)-
357-2020. For prerecorded informa-
tion about the night sky (Dial-A-Phe-
nomen) call (202)-357-2000.

Jan/Feb Sky Sweep

by Kevin Jones

As the evening begins in January and
February, two galaxies from our own
Local Group are already sloping over
in the west. The brightest of these is
M31, the Andromeda Galaxy. It is
located about 15 degrees to the north-
east of the northeast corner of the
Great Square of Pegasus, and is bright
enough to be seen with the naked eye
from either of NOVAC’s observing
sites on a good night. When observing
this galaxy, note its two satellite com-
panions, M32 and NGC 205 (M110)
located in the same field. Alsolook for
dust lanes in M31. (I've seen one with
only a pair of binoculars, so they can’t
be that elusive.) Our other neighbor-
ing spiral galaxy is M33, sometimes
called the Pinwheel Galaxy. It is about
half the apparent size of M31, but has
a much lower surface brightness. Itis
reputed to be a very difficult object for
the telescope, but using the lowest
possible power (maybe even the fin-
derscope only), it becomes relatively
easy to locate.

While observing in this part of the sky,
be sure to also note Gamma An-
dromedae, or Almaak. This star (at
the end of the Line of Andromeda) is
a beautiful Albireo-like double with
nice color contrast in its components.
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Moving about 15 degrees to the north
of this star will bring you to a spectacu-
lar pair of open clusters, called the
Double Cluster in Perseus. This pair is
also known as NGC 869 & 884. Itis
located in a truly dazzling Milky Way
field and is impressive in anything
from the smallest binoculars to the
largest telescopes. These two clusters
are also faintly visible to the naked eye
from a dark observing site.

After lingering on the Double Cluster,
look over at the constellation Taurus
and a much more conspicuous open
cluster, the Pleiades, or M45. The
splendor of this dipper-shaped group-
ing of stars is completely lost in large
telescopes; binoculars or your finder-
scope give an unforgettable view. If
you want a real observing challenge,
telescopes from about 8 inches can
sometimes show the nebulosity sur-
rounding the brighter Pleiads. It is
sometimes difficult to distinguish the
nebulosity from the glare surrounding
the stars, however. Good luck! About
15 degrees to the southeast of the
Pleiades you will find another open
cluster, even larger than the pleiades,
and poorer in stars. This is the v-
shaped Hyades cluster. It is com-
pletely lost in even the smallest tele-
scope, and can only be observed well
using binoculars or finderscopes. The
star Aldebaran, forming one tip of the
V, is not a true member of the cluster.
It is located at only half the distance of
the true Hyads.

Still lingering in Taurus, 11/2 degrees
to the northwest of Zeta Tauri (the tip
of the southern horn) is the Crab
Nebula, NGC 1952. This gray fuzzy
blob is the remains of a star which went
supernova in 1052 A.D. Some struc-
ture can begin to be seen in this object
with larger telescopes.

Moving southeast into Orion, you will
find the best-known deep sky object in
the entire sky: the Orion Nebula, M42
& M43, This intricate nebulosity sur-
rounds the multiple star Theta Ori-
onis, also called the Trapezium due to

the shape formed by its four brightest
components. The predominant color
noticed by most observers in the neb-
ula is green, due to emission from
doubly-ionized oxygen. Can you de-
tect any hint of the red, so prominent in
photographs? This red color is from
hydrogen emission and it can occa-
sionally be glimpsed visually.

Continuing on, to the east of Orion is
one of the most neglected areas of the
sky, which also contains some note-
worthy objects. The constellation
Monoceros contains NGC 2237-39,
also called the Rosette Nebula. This
nebula is rather faint and has a low
surface brightness. It is annular in
shape and surrounds the star-poor
cluster NGC 2244. About 5 degrees to
the north of the Rosette Nebula is a
complex of nebulosity that contains
several interesting clusters and nebu-
lac. These are the Christmas Tree
Cluster (NGC 2264, a star-poor cluster
with the brightest members amusingly
shaped like an evergreen), the Cone
Nebula, a dark protrusion in this nebu-
losity that is quite difficult for amateur
instruments, and NGC 2261, Hubble’s
Variable Nebula. This last object is a
peculiar example of a nebula that has
changed appearance noticeably over
time. This is thought to be due to
clouds of soot blocking starlight
(“casting shadows”) on the nebulosity.

Have fun, and remember... Warmer
nights will be here before you know it!

for each of the star charts.

The package provides the astronomer
with an intuitive query capability that
is similar to those found in good
query-by-example user interfaces fre-
quently provided with commercial
database management systems. All of
the fields in the catalog are available
for specifying portions of the ele-
ments, and any number of catalog
fields can be combined to produce the
needed level of query qualification.
For example, an astronomer may wish
to retrieve all of the stars on a particu-
lar star chart that have a visual magni-
tude greater than 4, within a grid de-
fined by a range of Right Ascention/
Declination values and that are of
spectral type K0, and that are part of a
multiple star group with more than
three components. The full screen
user interface provides this kind of
query capability in a simple-to-use
format.

I am looking forward to sharing this
program with our club in February,
and look forward to your comments. I
hope to have all of the documentation
complete by that time. It is my inten-
tion to demonstrate the program, and
have some hands on use of the pro-
gram for those of you having interest.
In the near future, I hope to have the
YV disks available for downloading
from our club’s bulletin board.

Hope to see you there in February.

A Yale Bright Star Catalog

Query and View Program
by Steve Robinson

The YaleView program presents an
easy to use, full-screen bright-star
viewing capability. The bright-star
catalog is organized to correspond to
the Sky-Atlas 2000 charts produced by
Will Tirion. Therefore the program
with its data consists of a single pro-
gram file and twenty-six data files, one

A Bright Comet This Spring
by Bill Burton

In our evening skies this spring we will
be treated to Comet Austin, which
may reach a brightness greater than
magnitude 3. The comet was discov-
ered on December 6th by Rodney
Austin, as reported in IAU Circular
4919. IAU Circular 4926 gives the
ephemeral coordinates from late
March to early June.
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Figures number 1 and 2 were gener-
ated on Voyager, an astronomy soft-
ware program which was created for
the Macintosh by Carina Software,
San Leandro, California, telephone
415-352-7328. A review of this pro-
gram will be published in the next
issue. The “A’’s denote the predicted
positions of Comet Austin in five-day
increments beginning on March 20th.
To make the charts I downloaded the
coordinates from the NOVAC BBS
and created a datafile, which Voyager
plotted on its regular stellar database.
I then called up a particular projection
called “Local Horizon,” which shows
the sky visible from a set location (in
this case Washington, D.C.) at a set
time. Figure number 1 shows the sky
looking west at 6:39 P.M. on March
20th. The sun will have set 20 minutes
earlier, so the sky will still be fairly
bright. The moon will not be up. The
circled “A” is the predicted position of
Comet Austin on this date, with an
estimated magnitude of 5.4. At this
time of evening it will be 13 degrees
above the horizon, and will set at 7:51
p.m.

Figure number 2 shows the skylooking
west at the same time of evening (6:39)
on April 9th, when the comet (circled)
is expected to be at its brightest -
perhaps magnitude 2.7. The sun will
have just set, and the comet at this time
will be 14 degrees above the horizon.
The full moon will be rising in the east,
and the comet will set at 8:08 p.m.

It appears from these diagrams that a
low western horizon is warranted.
Sounds like Crockett Park to me. See
you there!

If anyone needs astronomical posi-
tions for the stars or planets for any

time in the past or future, give me acall

(860-0958) or contact me via the BBS.

FIGURE 1

Chart Center: RA 01h,13.2m Dec 20deg,23sec
Universal Time: 23:39 on 03/20/1990

Local Mean Time: 06:39 p.m. on 03/20/1990
Field: 83degs x 57degs

FIGURE 2

Chart Center: RA 02h,00.6m Dec 22deg, 06sec
Universal Time: 23:39 on 04/09/1990

Local Mean Time: 06:39 p.m. on 04/09/1990
Field: 83degs x 57degs
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Menbership Directory

Carl Adams

3325 Bitter Sweet Court
Herndon, Virginia 22071
home 391-8838 work 586-9138

Chris Adler

7131 Gordons Road

Falls Church, Virginia 22043
work 533-0773

Brent A. Archinal

Earth Orientation Division, USNO
Washington, D.C. 20392

home 448-7466 work 653-1509

Harry Bacas

2616 North 24th. Street
Arlington, Virginia 22207
home 527-5079

Mr & Mrs F. R. Baffa, Jr.

1919 North Daniel Street, Apt 301
Arlington, Virginia 22201

work 482-6228

Chuck Beighlea

15508 Yorktown Drive
Dumfries, Virginia 22026
work 703-670-6291

Stephen W. Bodner

1557 North Danville Street
Arlington, Virginia 22201
home 243-1722 work 557-2721

James Boka
2121 Columbia Pike, Apt. 807
Arlington, Virginia 22204

Al Boldt

4500 South Four Mile Dr. Apt 730
Arlington, Virginia 22204

home 379-5721 work 756-1264/65

James Boucher
9773 Turnbuckle Drive
Burke, Virginia 22015

Larry J. Brindza

9701 Harr Court

Burke, Virginia 22015

home 866-4803 work 301-427-7234

Daniel W. Bruce

2923 Sayre Road
Fairfax, Virginia 22031
home 281-2697

Bill Burton

2102 Whisperwood Glen Lane
Reston, Virginia 22091

home 648-6904 work 281-7238

CIliff Burton
16128 Eucalyptus Avenue
Bellflower, California 90706

James Cannon

15510 Barrington Place

Dumfries, Virginia 22026

home 697-0445 work 703-670-0703

Geoffrey R. Chester

2417 Taylor Avenue

Alexandria, Virginia 22302-3307
home 739-9560 work 357-1529

Steve Clay

12508 Millstream Drive

Bowie, Maryland 20715

h 301-262-1538 w 301-296-0580

Marty Cohen

14300 Cherry Lane Court
Laurel, Maryland 20707
work 953-2000

Jeff Cook

2109 North Troy Street
Arlington, Virginia 22201
work 243-3444

Brenda G. Corbin - Library
Naval Obsvty, 34th & Mass Ave, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20392

Frank L. Cost

753 West Watersville Road

Mt. Airy, Maryland 21771

h 301-831-7298 w 301-965-1538

Daniel L. Cruz

6722 Jade Post Drive
Centreville, Virginia 22020
home 703-631-2969

D & G Optical Co.
6490 Lemon Street
E. Petersburg, Pennsylvania 17520

Kenneth J. Daniels

15003 Ponderlay Drive
Centreville, Virginia 22020

h 703-818-2344 w 301-951-1388

Ian Dix

7205 Arthur Drive

Falls Church, Virginia 22046
home 560-2279 work 486-6997

Kevin A. Falls

1930 Inglebrooke Drive
Woodbridge, Virginia 22192
home 494-2377 work 550-7000

Kurt D. Fanus

8662 Devonshire Court, Apt. 301
Manassas, Virginia 22110
home 368-4727 work 781-7726

Bob Ferris
Rt. 1, Box 50-B
Littlerock, California 93543

Arthur Fillebrown

P.O. Box 243

Washington, Virginia 22747
home 703-937-5873

Kelly R. Ford

7154 Floyd Avenue
Springfield, Virginia 22150
home 569-1732 work 971-2422

Douglas H. Fraser

2826 Oakton Manor Court
Oakton, Virgimia 22124

home 242-2261 work 337-5200

George R. Friedman

2938 Bridgehampton Court

Falls Church, Virginia 22042-4436
home 532-1258

John Fritsvold

14352 Jacob Lane

Centerville, Virginia 22020

h 703-631-4929 w 433-3116 751-7696
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Dennis Gaughan

326 N. Oxford Street, Apt. 4
Arlington, Virginia 22203
home 243-4259 work 391-1846

Harold A. Geller

5433 Crossrail Drive

Burke, Virginia 22015

home 703-323-6305 work 734-5898

David Geyer
12714 Occoquan Road
Woodbridge, Virginia 22192

Ben Gimeno

9817 Fairmont Avenue
Manassas, Virginia 22110
home 369-3504 work 863-3147

John Hale

3648 Tallwood Terrace

Falls Church, Virginia 22041
work 941-8624

Robert Hambleton

7117 Woodland Drive
Springfield, Virginia 22151
home 354-0452 work 751-8737

George H. Hoffman
11617-11C Stoneview Square
Reston, Virginia 22091

h 703-476-6383 w 803-821-7415

John Huggins

6802 Toconderoga Court
Burke, Virginia 22015

home 866-4995 work 573-8240

David G. Hughes

72 Old Hickory Avenue
Chalmette, LA 70043
home 277-5387

Nick Jones

P.O. Box 3354

San Rafael, California 94912
home 337-3900 work 415-459-2490

Kevin Jones

883 North Kentucky Street
Arlington, Virginia 22205
home 527-7963

Brenda Jones

883 North Kentucky Street
Arlington, Virginia 22205
home 527-7963

Tom Kierein
4001 Nebraska Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20016

Michael A. King

1356 Lancia Drive

McLean, Virginia 22102
home 848-0787 work 827-0500

Blaine Korcel

5401 Danville Street
Springfield, Virginia 22151
home 256-4777 work 293-1880

Gary Kwolek
P.O. Box 239
Midland, Virginia 22728
703-788-4867

R. Larry Laffoon

1307 Madison Drive

Fort Washington, Maryland 20744
home 301-292-4945

Don Larson

9515 Barcelona Court
Fairfax, Virginia 22031
home 591-3629

Mr. & Mrs. Latham
14004 Shelter Lane
Haymarket, Virginia 22069

Daniel Lazich

6008 Hibbling Avenue
Springfield, Virginia 22150
home 451-6532 work 692-2988

Ken Levin

10712 Meadow Hill Road
Silver Spring, Maryland 20901
home 593-1407 work 622-7133

Victor J. Linden

P.O. Box 2871

Merrifield, Virginia 22116
home 978-2799

Michael Lovellette

7421 Vernon Square Drive, #230
Alexandria, Virginia 22306
home 765-2160 work 404-7460

Ralph T. Marple

5027 Kenerson Drive

Fairfax, Virginia 22032

h 703-239-1565 w 703-646-5398

Robert J. McClain

519 Brashford Lane #3
Alexandria, Virginia 22314
home 703-548-4209

David Miller

205 Yoakum Parkway #1101
Alexandria, Virginia 22304
home 751-5712 work 442-0220

William Mills

990 Old Holly Drive

Great Falls, Virginia 22066
home 444-9490 work 733-6083

J. Douglas Mistler

2775 Mansway Drive
Herndon, Virginia 22071
home 703-437-0513

Alan Moeck

207 Markwood Drive

Sterling, Virginia 22170

h 703-444-9733 w 703-471-4565

Chris Nelson

2881 Lester Lee Court

Falls Church, Virginia 22042
home 560-7810 work 849-8080

Marylee Newman
Route 1, Box 108
Rixeyville, Virginia 22737

Mary F. O’Connell
4200 North Pershing Drive, Apt. 4
Arlington, Virginia 22203

Desmond O’Rourke

3112 New Mexico Avenue, N.W,
Washington D.C. 20016

home 244-0375 work 244-0375
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James Parham

5358 Gainsborough Drive
Fairfax, Virginia 22032

home 323-5990 work 642-4359

Mr & Mrs Craig R. Paul

18 North Wiggins, Ladys Island
Beaufort, South Carolina 29902
home 803-524-1246

H. E. Payne
3450 13th Street North
Arlington, Virginia 22201

Michael Perel
4700 Declaration Court
Annandale, Virginia 22003

Gerald Perman

2233 Casemont Drive

Falls Church, Virginia 22046
home 536-8321

Tom Pitt

12659 Landview Drive
Manassas, Virginia 22111
home 703-791-5532

Candace G. Pratt

1473 Country Club Court
Harrisonburg, Virginia 22801
h 703-432-1157 w 703-568-1430

John Redlich
2319 Wilson Blvd.
Arlington, Virginia 22201

Charles (Skip) P. Reed

4206 San Juan Drive

Fairfax, Virginia 22030

home 931-7521 work 767-3968

Dave Reese
36E Terrace View
Blacksburg, Virginia 24060

Michael & Linda Reyman
1500 Turtle Rock Lane
Reston, Virginia 22094

home 689-2510 work 749-6071

Randy L. Ribler

13918 Big Yankee Lane
Centreville, Virginia 22020

h 703-968-9441 w 703-689-9441

Robert E. Ridgley

1316 S. Buchanan Street
Arlington, Virginia 22204-3410
home 671-0286 work 287-3441

Kurt Riegel

3019 N. Oakland Drive
Arlington, Virginia 22207
home 522-8945 (data)

Ken Roberts

3328 Highland Lane
Fairfax, Virginia 22031
home 573-1885

Steve Robinson

9808 Alderssate Road
Potomac, Maryland 20850
home 294-9508 work 816-1341

Jerry & Mary Rolape

2555 Pennsylvania Ave., NN'W., #411
Washington, D.C. 20037

home 331-8816 work 274-1274

Julian I. Rosenberg

17 Falling Creek Court

Silver Spring, Maryland 20904
work 384-6833

Bob Ryan

4001 Nebraska Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20016
work 885-4539

James E. Schaeffer

11505 Ivy Bush Court

Reston, Virginia 22091

home 476-5624 work 281-6364

Charles E. Schotthoefer

4817 Oxbow Road

Rockville, Maryland 20852
home 770-7435 work 656-6166

Richie Schroff
P.O. Box 470611
Tulsa, OK 74147-0611

Al & Lynn Schumann

6121 Rivanna Drive
Springfield, Virginia 22150
home 971-3257

Robert Scott
13748 Maple Avenue
Woodbridge, Virginia 22193

Mr & Mrs K. Seely

2242 Cartwright Place

Reston, Virginia 22091

home 860-1287 work 620-1520

Linda M. Sensenig
345 Douglas Street
Wyomissing, PA 19610

Thomas J. Shinal
P.O. Box 166
Waterford, Virginia 22190-0198

James R. Simpson
12710 Lode Street
Bowie, Maryland 20715

Daniel D. Sloss

948 South Rolfe Street
Arlington, Virginia 22204
home 521-4576 work 694-2270

Linda Smasal

4308 North Henderson Road, Apt. 20

Arlington, Virginia 22203
home 276-0963 work 448-1470

Steve Smith

1426 N. Quincy Street
Arlington, Virginia 22207
work 558-2868

John Somiak

1591 North Village Road
Reston, Virginia 22094

home 471-7461 work 921-7485

Robert L. Steinberger

15004 Emory Lane

Rockville, Maryland 20853

h 301-871-6181 w 301-881-9350

Bob Summerfield

6233 Castor Avenue
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19149
home 215-831-0485

Michael N. Swartley

413 East Laurel Avenue
Sterling, Virginia 22170

h 703-444-3234 w 703-444-3234
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‘Gilbert Swift

5911 Dinwiddie Street
Springfield, Virginia 22150
home 451-4610

Steve Tapp

335 Shenandoah Street, S.E.
Leesburg, Virginia 22075

h 703-771-0062 w 703-450-8224

Jeffrey Taylor

7214 Statecrest Drive
Annandale, Virginia 22003-1645
home 573-8340

Jim Taylor
Route #1, Box 112-E
Falling Water, West Virginia 25416

Nils Thomas

2603 Vancouver Drive
Roanoke, Virginia 24012
home 703-362-2785

Dane J. Toler

916 Cottage Street, S.W.
Vienna, Virginia 22180
home 703-281-2118

George Uhl

9039 New Britain Circle

Manassas, Virginia 22110

home 703-369-4575 work 883-7305

Michael S. Walker

5211 Richardson Drive
Fairfax, Virginia 22032

home 425-2846 work 756-5787

William Walther
Route 2, Box 218-D
Bealton, Virgimia 22712

Laurel Wanrow

2102 Wisperwood Glen Lane
Reston, Virginia 22091
home 860-0958

Malcolm D. White, Jr.

604 Blue Ridge Avenue

Leesburg, Virginia 22075
h703-771-9377 w703-729-8000ext 3163

Dean Wilder

143 D. Street, S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20003
home 543-8638 work 287-9629

Tim Witter

9725 Ashbrown Drive

Burke, Virginia 22015

h 703-978-1924 w 703-591-2900

Gerald Wolczanski

Route 6 Box 69

Warrenton, Virginia 22186

h 703-349-1582 w 703-255-3489

Chris Yoder

1900 S. Eads Street, #234
Arlington, Virginia 22202
home 920-0436 work 224-2074

Joanna Yun

3706 South 16th. Street
Arlington, Virginia 22204

h 920-5330 w 920-5412 (mother)

An Eclipse Recap
by Al & Lynn Schumann

There were about a dozen of us mill-
ing around Blaine’s house on the
evening of August 16th. Everyone
dutifullyadmired the new deck in the
backyard and nervously made small
talk while waiting for the moon to
rise above the tree line.

Meanwhile, the aurora was espe-
cially striking. Subtle pinks, a bit of
deeper red and a gentle wash of yel-
low/orange light bathed the north-
eastern horizon. Well, all right damn
it, it wasn’t the aurora. It was the
neon signs from Landmark shopping
center combined with lights along
Shirley Highway which glowed
through the haze and humidity. At
least, it seemed like the aurora!
Point is, it wasn’t that good a night.
Vega, up near the zenith, was the
only star visible. So much for polar
alignment.

The moon came into view just to the

left of the TV antenna on the chimney.
Watching a lunar eclipse is always kind
of spooky as the shadow of the earth
spreads slowly across the moon’s sur-
face. We take alot of things for granted
today and tend to forget that more than
2, 000 years ago Aristotle, the Greek
philosopher, deduced that the earth was
round while he watched a lunar eclipse.

The big unknown was what we would
see during totality. Astronomers had
predicted the eclipse would be darker
than usual since there had been no re-
cent major volcanic activity. They cer-
tainly hit the mark. Shortly after the last
thin crescent disappeared the moon was
gone. No reddish tinge, no coppery
glow, no nothing! What a letdown.

The crowd became surly and turned on
Blaine. After all, he is the president,
right? AlBoldt threw arope over a tree
limb. A neighbor screamed and fainted.
Another neighbor said the sky was fall-
ing. John Huggins started talking in
tongues. Tony and Sue Korcel said,
“Blaine is not really our son, We found
him on the doorstep,” Photographers
ripped rolls of film from their cameras
and threw them in the gutter. It was not
a pretty sight.

Finally, George Uhl defused the ugly
situation by putting the whole thing in
perspective. “Hey,” said George, “This
is great! I've never seen an eclipse like
this before.  This is the way it should
be!”

Well, totality lasted almost two hours.
During the darkness, everyone packed
up and headed for home. We set up
shop in our backyard just in time for the
moon’s emergence. Clouds were a nui-
sance by then, and the dew was terrible.
But we were able to see the whole show,

In retrospect, it would have been nice if
the skies had been clear, but we did see
the eclipse, and there’s a lot to be said
for that. Let’s get ready for the next one.
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For Sale, contact Jim Schaeffer at 476-
5624 (home) or 281-6363 (office):
CAPS, baseball type, mesh back, ad-
justable, NOVAC logo, $5.95 (you
pick-up), $7.75 (UPS ship); JACK-
ETS, nylon/satin, NOVAC logo on
front & back, elastic at sleeves, neck,
and bottom, very good quality, sizes S,
M, L, XL, $34.95; TELRAD finders,
$38.00.

For Sale, contact Jim Schaeffer at 476-
5624 (home) or 281-6363 (office):
17.5-inch Coulter Odyssey II, f/4.5,
with Telrad finder. Base unit has a
handy shelf for eyepieces, flashlight,
etc. Tube assembly has a 2-inch low
profile eyepiece holder with an 1 1/4-
inch adapter and a 32mm Konig eye-
piece is included. Tube and base have
plenty of carrying handles. Also in-
cluded is a Lumicon tube cover and a
6-inch off axis mask. Price: $950.00.
Will deliver within 150 miles of Wash-
ington, D.C.

For Sale, contact Al Boldt at 379-5721;

9x63 Orion binoculars, lightweight,
armored with 6.2 degree field. Price

$125.00 money back if not satisfied.
For Sale, contact Bob Ridgley at 681-
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0286 (home) or 287-3441 (work): offi-* %

cal NOVAC logo tee shirts. Available
in black or white, sizes: S, M, XL, price
$9.95. All profit goes to NOVAC.

(C) Copyright 1990 The Northern Vir-
ginia Astronomy Club. All rights re-
served. THE NOVAC NEWSLET-
TER may be reproduced with proper
credit given to The Northern Virginia
Astronomy Club.

The NOVAC NEWSLETTER is
published six times a year. Subscrip-
tions are available through member-
ship in NOVAC. Duecs are $18.00 per
year. For club membership informa-
tion contact Al Schumann, Secretary,
6121 Rivanna Drive, Springfield, Vir-
ginia, 22150, telephone: 703-971-3257.
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