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Programs At NOYAC Meetings
by Brent Archinal

If you haven’t been to any NOVAC
meetings lately, you’ve missed some
really good talks! In March, Al Schu-
mann gave us a tour of no less than the
entire universe! Al has put together a
marvelous slide preseantation describ-
ing astronomy and amateur astron-
omy and NOVAC in particular, for
use by members to present to various
groups. He’s still improving it how-
ever, so if you have any contributions
in the way of slides, or suggestions if
youwere there, please give Ala call (at
703-971-3257). And in April, we again
had an extremely well attended meet-
ing, with Bob Bunge giving us a com-
plete presentation on the subject of
Light Pollution. There was quite a bit
of information presented, particularly
on how we as amateurs or as a club
could start to fight this tremendously
wasteful use of our resources, our tax
dollars, and most importantly, our
night skies.

The May 15th meeting of NOVAC
will be a special one, with a general
free for all being planned on the up-
coming event, centered on 3:06 PM
EDT, Thursday, July 11, 1991. Yes,
we're talking BIG TIME TOTAL
SOLAR ECLIPSE here, as (another!)
“eclipse of the century” will occur.

Totality will stretch across the Pacific,
covering the entire island of Hawaii,
and then will arc down across Baha
and mainland Mexico, and on into
central and South America. Much of
the central path will have on the order
of 4-6 minutes of totality, with the best
weather prospects being for the Baha
area and the western side of Hawaii.
This eclipse will cover some of the
most heavily populated areas in mod-
ern times and will be the last “good”
easily accessible total eclipse for the
next 10 years or more. For those of
younot trying for totality, you won’t be
totally (pun intended) disappointed.
Assuming (and a big assumption it is)
that skies will be clear here, a 10 per-
cent or so partial eclipse will be seen
from this area.

Anyway, we’d like to have everyone
come to this meeting, and not only
describe their plans for observing this
eclipse, but also to display any mate-
rial, slides, or photos they may have of
past eclipses. For example, some of us
will probably be talking of our plans to
make it to Baha or Hawaii, we’ll at
least try to have information available
on observing the partial eclipse here,
and I'm sure there’ll be some cover-
age of the most recent solar eclipse
seen from this area, the May 1985,
very rare, broken annular eclipse. So
come on out and here the eclipse

news, and bring whatever you’ve got on
this eclipse or others to “show and
tell”!

As to future meetings, we still are
trying to plan a particular program for
the June 19th meeting. If you’d like to
volunteer or have any ideas, please let
us know. As always, we need your help
and input as a member to keep this fine
series of programs going. The June
and July meetings will also see some
further final discussion of our nmew
Articles of Incorporation, with a final
vote on them to be made at the July or
August meeting. We also have our
long time member John Huggins on
tap for the July 17th meeting, to speak
on the USNO/NRL Optical Interfer-
ometer. So the schedule looks good -
see you at the meeting!

These regular meetings of the North-
ern Virginia Astronomy Club are cur-
rently held the third Wednesday of
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each month at 7:30 PM, at the Arling-
ton County Planetarium, 1426 N.
Quincy Street, Arlington, VA 22207.
Admission is free and open to the
public. Call the NOVAC hotline (703-
256-8359) for schedule changes,
cancelation, or leave a message to ob-
tain further information.

Looking Back
by George Uhl

This newsletter marks the beginning of
my second year as the editor. After a
year of performing the chore, I thought
I ought to stand on the soap box and
bore you with unamusing anecdotes.
Here goes...

You probably have noticed that the
newsletter format has remained virtu-
allyunchanged since I took the job over
from Bob Ridgely. There is a reason
for this: I don’t have a production
quality laser printer to print out the
newsletter (Bob still does this part).
Thus, I feel experimentation is out of
the question. If I'm still the editor (any
volunteers?!?) when the club achieves
non-profit corporate status, perhaps
we can have a printer donated to the
club.

For those of you who wonder why you
receive the newsletter “late” in the
month of issue, its because the club
wants it that way. The idea goes like
this - if we publish the newsletter dur-
ing the second week of the month it will
act as a reminder to club members to
come to the monthly meeting. This is
why the monthly programs article is
always the first in the newsletter.

I'd like to extend a special thanks to
several members of the club who regu-
larly go over and beyond the call of duty
on behalf of the newsletter. Bob Ridg-
ely is the unsung hero of this publica-
tion. After 'm done with the editing,
Bob prints it out on his laser printer
(and undoubtedly fixes all my mis-
takes). He then takes the master copy
to the printer and gets the 150 or so

copies made up. After this he schleps
back to his house, folds and staples (by
hand!) each copy, sticks the address
label and the stamp on each one, and
hauls them all to the post office. Un-
fortunately, the P.O. has not handled
our newsletters with care and we have
had more than a few shredded in the
past. But don’t blame Bob or myself!
Bob gets the NOVAC Medal of
Honor for all his efforts (don’t forget
he is the Treasurer too)!

Brent Archinal and Al Schumann
both get the NOVAC Distinguished
Service Cross for exactly that - distin-
guished service. Besides being a rec-
ognized leader in club affairs, Brent
makes sure that we have a program
for each of our monthly meetings. He
produces an informative NOVAC
Meeting program article for each
newsletter, and also writes other ar-
ticles of interest. Brent has volun-
teered his time and energy to draft the
articles of incorporation and by-laws
for the club. AsIwrite this, I think I'll
nominate him for the NOVAC
M.O.H.. Thanks Brent for all your
efforts.

Al is another earth-mover and
ground-shaker. Al regularly types up
the monthly meeting notes and always
has an enertaining article or two to
include in the newsletter. Besides
being the Secretary, Al hosts 90% of
the executive board meetings, which
means he feeds us board members
with cheese, crackers cookies, sodas
and beer - an onerous burden on
anybody’s bank account! Al here’s
your NOVAC D.S.C. to go with the
real medals you earned in the Air
Force.

NOVAC Silver Stars go to NOVAC
Prez Blaine Korcel and young stud
Kevin Jones. Presidents are expected
to go over and beyond the call of duty,
so you might think that our intrepid
leader has not earned any accolades.
WRONG! Blaine maintains the
NOVAC RBBS (computer bulletin

board) which is the cardiovascular
system for this newsletter. I get 90% of
all articles from the bulletin board and
maintain correspondence with club
members through it. Without the
RBBS, I would resign as editor!
Blaine even writes a President’s Col-
umn every now and then.

Kevin is our Sky Sweep author. He
always writes about interesting objects
to observe. Ilike to review his article
before I go out on a night’s session -
just to check if there is something that
I can view that I haven’t already seen.
I assume that Mr. Jones has observed
everything he writes about, and com-
poses his article out of his own head
rather than plagiarizing from some-
body else’s observing notes!

I'd like to award Bill Burton the
Bronze Star for his excellent articles
and drawings from his Jupiter observ-
ing program. Bill demonstrates that
an amateur astronomer can the most
out of his/her telescope by developing
an observing program. I wanted to do
a Mars program, but I sent my mount
back to Celestron for repair during the
last opposition. Oh well, there is al-
ways next time. Bill has written other
informative articles in the past. When
Bill gets the bug to write, he cranks out
a lot.

For those of you who have submitted
an article or two in the past year, you
are hereby awarded NOVAC Cam-
paign Medals. I'd lList all of your
names, but I don’t have my old news-
letters in front of me, and my fingers
are beginning to cramp from pecking
at the keyboard. I just want to say
thank-you, and please don’t hesitate to
write another article. For those of you
sitting on the fence, write that article
you’ve been putting off for so long. If
its legible, it will get printed.

President’s Column
by Blaine Korcel

Here it is again, time for another
newsletter. I'll use Kevin’s excuse and
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claim my brain has been on a siesta
lately. Too many business meetings at
ElTorito’s lately! Now with a tall glass
oficedteain hand, laptop computer on
laptop and enough caffine to keep the
cows up all night, I'll give you a run
down on what is going on these days
with the club and myself.

As mentioned at the January meeting,
we held elections on March 20th for
the Board of Directors. Brenda Jones
dropped her nomination and by un-
nanimous acclimation (that’s the
word) we adopted the five remaining
nominees as the 1991 Board of Direc-
tors. They are as follows:

Brent Archinal re-elect

Bill Burton

Kevin Jones  re-elect
Herschel Payne

George Uhl  re-elect

I’'m sure these guys will do a fantastic
job during the upcoming year. Con-
gratulations to all.

Many if not all of you have been aware
of our attempt to become a non-profit
organization. Barring any major set-
backs, 1992 will be our first year as a
registered non-profit organization.
The above mentioned Board mem-
bers will hammer out the details,
sharpen their pencils, and fill in the
blanks so to speak to achieve this goal.

Once a non-profit status is attained, I
feel NOVAC will grow on a scale un-
like anything we’ve seen since this club
was founded 11 years ago. Already we
have exceeded the expectations of our
founding members in both goals,
membership, organization and enthu-
siasm and we will continue to exceed
those expectations in the years to
come.

Already, an 8" F/6 mirror has been
donated to the club by Steve Smith of
the Arlington Planetarium. Both
Herschel Payne and Jerry Wolanski,
our resident telescope making experts
[Look out John Dobson!], have volun-

teered their valuable observing time to
build us a scope. Incidently, if anyone
has any spare telescope parts (focuser,
viewfinder, eyepieces, spiders, worms,
mosquitos, etc.) you would like to
contribute to the cause, they would be
greatly appreciated. Whatever we
don’t have will need to be purchased
by the club later on.

Also, we may soon have another ob-
serving sight out at the Arlington
Outdoor Lab complete with observa-
tory to house our mew scope were
building. The details right now on this
are sparse but I'm sure an excellent
agreement will be reached very soon
between NOVAC and the Arlington
Planetarium and School Board.

Now that the summer months are
coming, my schedule will lighten a bit
and I'll be able to concentrate on one
of my favorite hobbies, astronomy!
I'm tired of hearing people say “Hey
where were you Saturday night? It was
REALLY clear!” or “Wow! You
should have seen those cops roll in.
What a light show! Beats the best
aurora any night!”

Sometimes I think this is a job more
than hobby and this year 'm out to
reaffirm myself that it is truly a hobby
and I should make some serious time
for it. The wind has it that a demo
CCD camera is on the way in for me to
play around with and I’m going to get
the most out of it while I can. I've no
idea what type it is or if it’s cooled or
not. None the less, it’s a CCD and
that’s what counts, right? There is
some serious prestige in saying, “Well,
guess I'll go out and work with the
CCD tonight!” Isn’t that right Brent?
AllTknow is that it is a new generation
COLOR model.

Well, I guess that’s it for now. Don’t
forget to stock up on the insect repel-
lent and go buy yourself that eyepiece
you’ve been druelling over for the past
six months. You’ll be happy you did!

Clear skies,

e

Blaine Korcel, President

Minis Can Be Fun
by Al Schumann

George Uhl came up with the idea.
We were putting the finishing touches
ontelescope polar alignment and wait-
ing for full dark when he blurted,”This
would be a great night for a Messier
Marathon; new moon, good skies and
close to the equinox..what do you
say?”

For the briefest moment there was
dead silence. Chuck stopped sighting
in the new Telrad on his Astro Physics
turbo charged Belchfire V-8 refractor.
Steve almost dumped hot coffee down
the tube of his new 13 inch Dobsonian.
Stunned, I reeled against the tailgate
of the old Green Hornet. Gus the Dog
dropped his frisbee.

The moment passed. What a great
idea. Saturday night. March 16 was a
beauty at Crockett Park. There was
even a slight breeze to keep the dew
monster at bay. So, as soon as twilight
began to fade, the race was on.

The first few objects in a Messier
marathon are a real challenge because
you are still fighting the last bit of
twilight. Also, the objects are getting
low in the western sky and there is a lot
of atmosphere to peer through. If you
start looking for the wrong thing first,
your whole program might be doomed
before you really get going. There-
fore, we used Brent Archinal’s March
1982 Deep Sky article “The Messier
Marathon” as our guide for the best
sequence of objects to observe.
Averted vision and lots of luck are also
required.

M-74, a spiral galaxy in Pisces, was
number one on the hit parade. I was
very lucky and found it straight away;
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just the faintest patch of light which
moved a bit in the eyepiece when I
tapped the telescope.  George
struggled with it for quite a while be-
fore nailing that one down. M-77 was
next; a spiral galaxy in Cetus, and a
little easier to see.

Then it was dark, and the early panic
subsided. M-79, the first globular clus-
ter, fell into the bag. Three galaxies in
Andromeda were big confidence
builders as we raced through M-31, 32
and 110 (NGC 205).

Omigod! The panic returned with M-
33in Triangulum. That face-on spiral
galaxy looks so pretty in photographs,
but because of its low surface bright-
ness it can be a tricky target even when
high in the sky. When low down in the
wesr, it’s a real corker. I have looked
at M-33 hundreds of times, so I knew it
was dead center in the eyeplece. It
took averted vision, putting a coat over
my head to eliminate all stray light,
rolling the declination knob up and
down and a touch of imagination to
nail that sucker down. Ididn’t think of
it at the time, but it probably would
have been easier to see that little rascal
in the 8 X 50 finder scope.

Alfter that, we went wild. The next two
dozen items went into the bag faster
than the Iraqi army could surrender.
We roared through Perseus, Orion,
Canis Major, Puppis, Monoceros,
Hydra, Gemini and Cancer. Auriga
was great; M-37, 36, & 38, three open
clusters, bang, bang, bang. Leo was
fantastic. Five galaxies in almost as
many minutes plus NGC 2903 (off the
tip of the sickle) for a bonus...no extra
charge.

Brent’s schedule called for Ursa Ma-
jor next, and that is always agony for
me. A fork mounted Schmidt-Cas-
segrain is no fun when you are working
to the north. It takes a contortionist to
twist around and crawl through the
fork in order to get to the eyepiece.
But nobody ever said this was easy. M-
81 and 82 were splendid together in a

low power field of view. M-108 & 97
were nice challenges, but sort of ho
hum to look at. M-40, that celebrated
double star. What a joke. Then came
M101. George found it right away and
rubbed my nose in the dirt by finding
the spurious M-102 as well. Ulti-
mately, I found a slight smudge where
101 was supposed to be. I passed on
the new M-102 (NGC5866).

Midnight. We sneaked into the Coma
and Virgo clusters of galaxies. We
were really on a roll. And then came
the big mistake. We took a break. As
a career soldier I should have known
better. You NEVER stop advancing
when you reach the river; you AL-
WAYS cross the river first. After a
sandwich and a cup of coffee it was all
over. The Virgo river was still in front
of us. The cold had started to dull our
senses, and the wearies took charge.
George mumbled something about
high clouds, and I agreed wholeheart-
edly. We started packing it in.

What was the count? My tally came to
47. George, who picked off the extra
M-102, ended up with 43. Not bad for
an unplanned, spur of the moment
piece of business. And perhaps it was
a good place to stop. Later in the
spring we just might pick up where we
left off...when Virgo is up at a more
decent hour. Tben, too, we won’t be
struggling with morning twilight to get
M-30, the last jewel in the crown.

Overall, it was a fine exercise. Ma-
rathoning has a way of focusing your
attention, pushing your telescope han-
dling techniques and honing one’s
observing skills. Beyond that, of
course, minis can be fun.

May/June Sky Sweep
by Kevin Jones

You don’t need to take your bulky,
cumbersome telescope with you every
time you go out to observe the stars.
Many beautiful objects can be viewed
using only a common pair of binocu-
lars. This issue’s Sky Sweep will spot-

light some prominent deep sky objects
visible in the northern and southern
skies using only a pair of binoculars.

Starting high in the northern sky, the
pair of galaxies M81 and M82 can be
found in Ursa Major. These 8th mag-
nitude galaxies, one a spiral and the
other unusually formed, are an easy
target for binoculars. They are found
near a little asterism that forms a near
perfect 30-60-90 degree right triangle.
While in Ursa Major, aim your instru-
ment toward Merak (Beta Ursae Ma-
joris). Nearby lies M97, the Owl Neb-
ula. This planetary nebula is faint but
is quite large, and is therefore a good
target for larger pairs of binoculars. It
appears as an evenly illuminated grey
disk.

Moving towards the southwest, Canes
Venatici contains some superb objects
for binocular viewing. M51, the Whirl-
pool Galaxy, is very large and can be
found with only minor difficulty. It is
located a few degrees southwest of
Alkaid, the end star in the handle of the
Big Dipper. This galaxy should appear
as a softly glowing ellipse, almost cir-
cular due to its face-on orientation.

Sliding southwards, the globular star
cluster M3 can be easily located be-
tween Canes Venatici and Bootes.
This sixth magnitude cluster is large
and bright, and therefore is quite an
impressive sight in even the smallest
pair of binoculars.

Just east of the zenith, in the constella-
tion Hercules, the great Hercules
globular cluster, M13, waits to be no-
ticed. Itislocated along the side of the
Keystone of Hercules nearest to
Bootes. This 5th magnitude cluster is
very easy to locate as it stands out fairly
well from its surroundings. It is closely
flanked by two stars. Often overlooked
in favor of M13 is M92, also in Hercu-
les. This bright globular is located
north of the Keystone and is magni-
tude 6.2. Itis another easy globular to
find simply by scanning the area and
looking for a non-stellar object.
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Dropping into the southern sky, M3
can be found in Serpens Caput near
the star 5 Serpentis. This is another
showpiece globular cluster which is
easily noticeable in even a small pair of
binoculars. The region just east of
here, in Ophiuchus, contains many
globular clusters. Aninteresting activ-
ity is to simply sweep Ophiuchus and
see how many globular clusters (they
look like round fuzzy things) you can
find. It may seem easy to pass off these
clusters as simply “round fuzzy
things,” but as you observe them, try to
remember that each one of these
globulars contains about one hundred
thousand stars, so distant that they
cannot be seen without some form of
optical aid. Gee, and if THAT makes
you feel small, think about the galaxies
you observed earlier. Millions of stars
so far away that their light has taken
millions of years to reach your eyes.

But, as I was saying before this tour
began, binoculars are a wonderful tool
to use to explore the nighttime sky. If
you don’t want to bother with lugging
your entire telescopic entourage next
time you get the urge to do a little
observing, why not pick up that pair of
binoculars you haven’t used in awhile!
Their extreme portability and ease of
use make them ideal for an im-
promptu observing session or an en-
tire night out under the starry sky.
Hope to see you observing!

Arlington Planetarium Schedule

Weekend Show - “StellarTapestry:
An Adventure In Star Lore:

What are the origins of some of the
constellations? What of the stories
we’ve heard of creatures and critters in
the sky? Civilization has woven a stel-
lar tapestry of mythology, curiosity
and religion twisted through history.
Let the Planetarium instrument be
your guide on a trip through space and
time. The program will be presented
weekends through May 19. Program
times are Friday and Saturday eve-
nings at 7:30 and Sunday matinees at

1:30 and 3:00. Admission is $2.00 for
adults and $1.00 for children 12 and
under and sr. citizens. Reservations
are recommended. Call (703) 358-
6070 for reservations.

May 6 - “Stars Tonight...For May” -
7:30 P.M.

Take a look at constellations, planets
and other visible objects for the
month. Weather permitting, tele-
scopes will be set up outside for actual
observing. Program is held rain or
shine!! Seats are available on a first-
come, first- serve basis. Admission is
$2.00 for adults, $1.00 for children 12
and under and sr. citizens.

May 15 - NOVAC Meeting - 7:30 P.M.

May 29 - “The Magellan Mission to
Venus” - 7:30 P.M.

James R. Zimbelman, Geologist,
Center for Earth and Planetary Stud-
ies, NASM, and Curator for “Magel-
lan” exhibit at the Air and Space
Museum, will be the guest speaker.
The lecture will include the main ele-
ments of the Magellan spacecraft, a
mission profile, followed by a review of
some of the Magellan images and in-
formation released to date. Admis-
sion is $2.00 for adults and $1.00 for all
students and sr. citizens. Call (703)
358-6070 for reservations.

June 3 - “Stars Tonight...For June” -
7:30 P.M.

June 19 -NOVAC Meeting - 7:30 P.M.

The Arlington Public Schools Plane-
tarium is located at 1426 North Quincy
Street, Arlington, Virginia. For ques-
tions or to make reservations call (703)
358-6070.

March 1991 NOVAC Meeting
Minutes

The meeting was called to order at
7:35PM witb Blaine Korcel presiding.
Thirty one members and guests were

present. The minutes of the previous
meeting were accepted as printed in
the latest edition of the newsletter.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Brenda Jones reported that the
March 16 open house at the Arlington
Outdoor Lab went well.

2. Brent Archinal gave an update on
the new articles of incorporation and
by-laws. A number of comments and
recommendations have been received
thus far. Brent will consolidate the
comments and present them to the
executive committee for review.

3. Steve Smith gave a recap of the 1992
planetarium budget.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Astronomy Day will be celebrated
on April 20, 1991. Interested NOVAC
members have been invited to assist at
two locations:

a. The Arlington Planetarium will
put on two programs the evening of
April 20 and will steer attendees to
Bluemont Park where telescopes will
be set up. The park is at 4th and
Manchester in Arlington. Hours are
from 8:00 to 11:30pm. Steve Smith bas
details at the planetarium.

b. The Air and Space Museum will
have an area set aside for telescopes
behind the building. Brent Archinal
has additional information on time
and location.

2. Blaine opened the floor for nomina-
tions for the 1991/92 board of direc-
tors. No additional nominations were
forthcoming. Since we had five candi-
dates for five posltions on the board, a
motion was made, seconded and
passed that the candidates be elected
by acclamation. The new board is as
follows: Brent Archinal, Bill Burton,
Kevin Jones, Herschel Payne and
George UhlL
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Dropping into the southern sky, MS
can be found in Serpens Caput near
the star 5 Serpentis. This is another
showpiece globular cluster which is
easilynoticeable in even a small pair of
binoculars. The region just east of
here, in Ophiuchus, contains many
globular clusters. Aninteresting activ-
ity is to simply sweep Ophiuchus and
see how many globular clusters (they
look like round fuzzy things) you can
find. It may seem easy to pass off these
clusters as simply “round fuzzy
things,” but as you observe them, try to
remember that each one of these
globulars contains about one hundred
thousand stars, so distant that they
cannot be seen without some form of
optical aid. Gee, and if THAT makes
you feel small, think about the galaxies
you observed earlier. Millions of stars
so far away that their light has taken
millions of years to reach your eyes.

But, as I was saying before this tour
began, binoculars are a wonderful tool
to use to explore the nighttime sky. If
you don’t want to bother with lugging
your entire telescopic entourage next
time you get the urge to do a little
observing, why not pick up that pair of
binoculars you haven’t used in awhile!
Their extreme portability and ease of
use make them ideal for an im-
promptu observing session or an en-
tire night out under the starry sky.
Hope to see you observing!

Arlington Planetarium Schedule

Weekend Show - “StellarTapestry:
An Adventure In Star Lore:

What are the origins of some of the
constellations? What of the stories
we've heard of creatures and crittersin
the sky? Civilization has woven a stel-
lar tapestry of mythology, curiosity
and religion twisted through history.
Let the Planetarium instrument be
your guide on a trip through space and
time. The program will be presented
weekends through May 19. Program
times are Friday and Saturday eve-
nings at 7:30 and Sunday matinees at

1:30 and 3:00. Admission is $2.00 for
adults and $1.00 for children 12 and
under and sr. citizens. Reservations
are recommended. Call (703) 358-
6070 for reservations.

May 6 - “Stars Tonight...For May” -
7:30 P.M.

Take a look at constellations, planets
and other visible objects for the
month. Weather permitting, tele-
scopes will be set up outside for actual
observing. Program is held rain or
shine!! Seats are available on a first-
come, first- serve basis. Admissionis
$2.00 for, adults, $1.00 for children 12
and under and sr. citizens.

May 15-NOVAC Meeting - 7:30 P.M.

May 29 - “The Magellan Mission to
Venus” - 7:30 P.M.

James R. Zimbelman, Geologist,
Center for Earth and Planetary Stud-
ies, NASM, and Curator for “Magel-
lan” exhibit at the Air and Space
Museum, will be the guest speaker.
The lecture will include the main ele-
ments of the Magellan spacecraft, a
mission profile, followed by areview of
some of the Magellan images and in-
formation released to date. Admis-
sion is $2.00 for adults and $1.00 for all
students and sr. citizens. Call (703)
358-6070 for reservations.

June 3 - “Stars Tonight...For June” -
7:30 PM.

June 19 -NOVAC Meeting - 7:30 P.M.

The Arlington Public Schools Plane-
tarium is located at 1426 North Quincy
Street, Arlington, Virginia. For ques-
tions or to make reservations call (703)
358-6070.

March 1991 NOVAC Meeting
Minutes

The meeting was called to order at
7:35PM witb Blaine Korcel presiding.
Thirty one members and guests were

present. The minutes of the previous
meeting were accepted as printed in
the latest edition of the newsletter.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Brenda Jonmes reported that the
March 16 open house at the Arlington
Outdoor Lab went well.

2. Brent Archinal gave an update on
the new articles of incorporation and
by-laws. A number of comments and
recommendations have been received
thus far. Brent will consolidate the
comments and present them to the
executive committee for review.

3. Steve Smith gave arecap of the 1992
planetarium budget.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Astronomy Day will be celebrated
on April 20, 1991. Interested NOVAC
members have been invited to assist at
two locations:

a. The Arlington Planetarium will
put on two programs the evening of
April 20 and will steer attendees to
Bluemont Park where telescopes wlll
be set up. The park is at 4th and
Manchester in Arlington. Hours are
from 8:00to 11:30pm. Steve Smith bas
details at the planetarium.

b. The Air and Space Museum will
have an area set aside for telescopes
behind the building. Brent Archinal
has additional information on time
and location.

2. Blaine opened the floor for nomina-
tions for the 1991/92 board of direc-
tors. No additional nominations were
forthcoming. Since we had five candi-
dates for five posltions on the board, a
motion was made, seconded and
passed that the candidates be elected
by acclamation. The new board is as
follows: Brent Archinal, Bill Burton,
Kevin Jones, Herschel Payne and
George Uhl.
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3. Brent noted that the Loudon
County astronomers wlll be holding
their next observation on April 13 at
Foxcroft School near Middleburg.
Contact Brent for directions.

4. Blaine stated that an 8-inch f/6
mirror has been donated to the club by
the planetarlum. Jerry Wolczanski is
figuring and polishing the mirror. The
executive committee will decide how
best to use it.

5. The next club meeting will be held
on April 17. Light pollution will be the
subject for a talk and discussion.

The meeting was adjourned at
8:00pm at which time Al Schumann
premiered the new NOVAC slide pro-
gram and briefing.

Respectfully submitted, AlSchumann,
Secretary

April 1991 NOVAC Meeting
Minutes

The meeting was called to order at
7:30PM with Al Schumann presiding.
The minutes of the previous meeting
were read and accepted.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Brent Archinal gave a status update
on the proposad Articles of Incorpora-
tion and NOVAC By-Laws.

2. Astronomy Day programs at the
planetarium and Air and Space Mu-
seum were discussed. Brent suggested
that we hand out NOVAC fliers at the
Air and Space Museum on April 20.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Bill Burton will be holding an all-
nighter at BigMeadows on May 11. He
issued an invitation to bring a tele-
scope and join the group.

2. Steve Smith made mention of the
new planetarium program entitled
“Star Lore.” Reservations are re-

quired. Call the planetarium for show
dates and times.

3. Bill Burton suggested the club pur-
chase the video tape of “The Astrono-
mers.” As an alternative, it was sug-

gested that one of us tape ths program -

and duplicate the cassette for the club.

4. George Uhl gave an update on the
October 4/5 Northern Virginia Tele-
scope Meet. The quest for a speaker
goes on.

5. George Uhl announced that April
26 1s tbe deadline for the next newslet-
ter.

6. AlSchumann requested that we get
fliers for the telsscope meet printed up
at the earliest convenience so they can
be included in the pre-event mailings.

7. Itwas noted that NOVAC was listed
in Astronomy magazine’s 1991 Activ-
ity Guide. Also listed was the NVITM
in the Astronomy events section.

8. Bill Burton made mention of an
antique telescope auction to be held in
Vestal, New York on May 18.

-

9. Brent Archinal had some informa-
tion about the American Astronomi-
cal Society meeting in Richmond.
Contact Brent for details.

10. The next meeting of the executive
committee will be on May 7 at Al &
Lynn Schumann’s house.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55PM
at which time Bob Bunge gave a com-
prehensive talk on light pollution.

Respectfully submitted Al Schumann,
Secretary

NOVAC Membership
Addresses

Please note that telephone numbers
have been omitted. This will assure
the privacy of our members. Tele-
phone numbers listed on the member-
ship application forms will not be re-

leased to anyone! - Bob Ridgley

Carl Adams
3325 Bitter Sweet Court {
Herndon, Virginia 22071

Brent A. Archinal
“Earth Orientation Division, USNO
Washington, D.C. 20392 Z_

Issam Said Attari
7419 Rocky Ravine Drive
Fairfax Station, Virginia 22039 %

Harry Bacas
2616 North 24th. Street
Arlington, Virginia 22207 {

Chuck Beighlea
15508 Yorktown Drive §
Dumfries, Virginia 22026

Philip C. Berwick
3700 North Albemarle Street é
Arlngton, Virginia 22207

Stephen W. Bodrer -
1557 North Danville Street v
Arlington, Virginia 22201

Al Boldt
531 Florida Avenue, Apt. T-3 %
Herndon, Virginia 22070

James Boucher
9773 Turnbuckle Drive
Burke, Virginia 22015

Stephen P. Boulet Jr

1761 1/2 T. Street, NW /O
Washington, D.C. 20009

Larry J. Brindza ’
9701 Harr Court '/

Burke, Virginia 22015

Samuel K. Brown
3132 North Monroe Street [
Arlington, Virginia 22207 ¢

William C. Bryson /
7833 Aberdeen Road -
Bethesda, Maryland 20814

A
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Roger E. Burgess, Jr.
3423 Andover Drive
Fairfax, Virginia 22030

- Bill Burton
2102 Whisperwood Glen Lane
Reston, Virginia 22091

Vytautas Butrin
12350 Pond Run Drive, Apt. 302
Woodbridge, Virginia 22192

James Cannon
15510 Barrington Place
Dumfries, Virginia 22026

Bill Cassels
2210 Leeland Drive
Falls Church, Virginia 22043

Geoffrey R. Chester
2417 Taylor Avenue
Alexandria, Virginia 22302-3307

Steve Clay
12508 Millstream Drive
Bowie, Maryland 20715

Marty Cohen
14300 Cherry Lane Court
Laurel, Maryland 20707

Brenda G. Corbin - Library
NSNO, 34th & Mass Ave, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20392

Richard Cowan
1631 Preston Road
Alexandria, Virginia 22302

Steve Cox
2042 Peach Orchard Dr. Apt 610
Falls Church, Virginia 22043

Daniel Cruz
6722 Jade Post Lane
Centerville, Virginia 22020

Ray H. Darling
4925 North 29th Street
Arlington, Virginia 22207

1%
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Sikander Daryanani
14000B Grumble Jones Court
Centreville, Virginia 22020

Terry Davis
7114 North Oak Street
Davenport, IA 52806

Dave Edelschick
14602 Danville Road
Dale City, Virginia 22193

Joe D. Edge
7614 Timberly Court
McLean, Virginia 22102

Tyson W. Erdman
5803 Quiet Oak Court
Burke, Virginia 22015

- Mouncey Ferguson

Route 3, Box 350
Leesburg, Virginia 22075

Ronald E. Ferris
10805 Paynes Church Drive
Fairfax, Virginia 22032

Bob Ferris
Rt. 1, Box 50-B
Littlerock, California 93543

. Douglas H. Fraser

2826 Oakton Manor Court
Oakton, Virginia 22124-3013

Blaine P. Friedlander Jr
11657 Charter Oak Court #102
Reston, Virginia 22090

Lance D. Gardner
3727 Richard Avenue
Fairfax, Virginia 22031

Harold A. Geller
5433 Crossrail Drive
Burke, Virginia 22015

David Geyer
12714 Occoquan Road
Woodbridge, Virginia 22192
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Paul R. Gibson
1245 4th. Street, SW, Apt E-711
Washington, D.C. 20024

Ben Gimeno
9817 Fairmont Avenue
Manassas, Virginia 22110

John W. Godbey
8212 Cedar Landing Court
Alexandria, Virginia 22306

Jack Greenblat
7215 Highland Street
Springfield, Virginia 22150

Richard Hamby
2831 Linden Lane
Falls Church, Virginia 22042

John Huggins
6802 Toconderoga Court
Burke, Virginia 22015

David G. Hughes
72 Old Hickory Avenue
Chalmette, LA 70043

Kevin Jones
883 North Kentucky Street
Arlington, Virginia 22205

G. N. (Nick) Jones, Jr.
P.O. Box 3354
San Rafael, California 94912

Gerald Kassalow
7548 Royce Court
Annandale, Virginia 22003

James Kenny
24 Dudley Court
Sterling, Virginia 22170-5776

Tom Kierein
4001 Nebraska Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20016

John N. Kirkham

7|, 10920 Byrd Drive

Fairfax, Virginia 22030
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Blaine Korcel

’;\—”5401 Danville Street

v

Springfield, Virginia 22151
Gary Kwolek

P.O. Box 239

Midland, Virginia 22728

Robert 'Hommedieu

5 9436 Mirror Pond Drive

I
b

Fairfax, Virginia 22032

R. Larry Laffoon
1307 Madison Drive

Fort Washington, Maryland 20744

——Don Larson

9515 Barcelona Court
Fairfax, Virginia 22031

Daniel Lazich
739 South 19th. Street
Arlington, Virginia 22202

Enid Levine
6823 Spur Road
Springfield, Virginia 22152

Marie-Therese Lintz

bo 7104 Pleasant Hill Drive

{,

Fort Washington, Maryland 20744

Leonard Lipton
15309 Emory Lane
Rockville, Maryland 20853

Leo A. Lombardi, Jr.

1. 416 4th. Street, N.E.

Washington, D.C. 20002
Michael Lovelette

7421 Vernon Square Drive, #230
Alexandria, Virginia 22306

David Lytle

' 2800 Beechbank Road

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

/ Brian A. Marcey
10829 Mt. Vineyard Court

Fairfax, Virginia 22032
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Howard J. Marcus
1587 Kingstream Circle
Herndon, Virginia 22070

Pat Marino
7593 Whisperwood Court
Springfield, Virginia 22153

Ralph T. Marple

%5027 Kenerson Drive

Fairfax, Virginia 22032

Robert B. McCaw
1709 N. Albemarle Street
McLean, Virginia 22101

Douglas L. Megenity
6403 Recard Lane
Alexandria, Virginia 22307

Robert A. Meyer

" Rt. 3, Box 188

Warrenton, Virginia 22186

James W. Milburn
2318 Glendale Terrace, Unit B2
Alexandria, Virginia 22303

John C. Mindzak
14379 Surrydale Drive
Woodbridge, Virginia 22193

John W. Mohr
Quarters 180 MCCDC
Quantico, Virginia 22134

Edward J. Montes
300 Gruenther Avenue
Rockville, Maryland 20851

Guy W. Moore
224 North Nelson Street
Arlington, Virginia 22201

Timothy K. Murray
1837 Vernon Street, N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20009

Jim Musson
11370 Links Drive
Reston, Virginia 22090
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Robert H. Neff
1905 Kirby Road
McLean, Virginia 22101

Chris Nelson
2881 Lester Lee Court
Falls Church, Virginia 22042

Walter L. Nissen, Jr
| 8101 Eastern Avenue, #A202
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Dr. EricJ. Novotay
- 7440 Quincy Hall Court
Springfield, Virginia 22153

Tom Nowak
% 11833 Parliament Drive
Woodbridge, Virginia 22192

Desmond O’Rourke
3112 New Mexico Avenue, N.W.
Washington D.C. 20016

James L. Olszewski
621 North Armistead Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22312

Robert A. Owen
4856 Woodie Court
Woodbridge, Virginia 22193

H. E. Payne
3450 13th Street North
Arlington, Virginia 22201

Jeffrey Pokomo
7802 Little River Turnpike
Annandale, Virginia 22003

George Prentice
Young Road, Box 181
Waldorf, Maryland 20601

John Redlich
711 West Broad Street
Falls Church, Virginia 22046

Robert E. Ridgley
1316 S. Buchanan Street
Arlington, Virginia 22204-3410
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Stephen A. Ritger Keith Steir Jerry F. Williams
¥~ 2700 Crabapple Court € 7830 Water Valley Court ¢| 4402 Chase Park Court
Woodbridge, Virginia 22192 Springfield, Virginia 22153 Annandale, Virginia 22003
Lowell Rosen Bob Summerfield | Gerald Wolczanski
6201 North 18th. Road /| 6233 Castor Avenue 7 | Route 6 Box 69
i ireini Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19149 | irgini
Arlington, Virginia 22205 phia, Y Warrenton, Virginia 22186
Bob Ryan — Gilbert Swift Chris Yoder
v 4001 Nebraska Avenue, N.W. y 5911 Dinwiddie Street | 7| 1900S. Eads Street, #234
Washington, D.C. 20016 Springfield, Virginia 22150 ' Arlington, Virginia 22202
"~ James E. Schaeffer Jim Taylor .| Raymond Young
> 11505 Ivy Bush Court " Route #1, Box 112-E U | 260 S. Reynolds Street, #1505
Reston, Virginia 22091 Falling Water, West Va. 25416 Alexandria, Virginia 22304
Charles E. Schotthoefer Robert C. Thompson Joanna Yun
{, 4817 Oxbow Road 9| 6048 Knights Ridge Way 14 3706 South 16th. Street

Rockville, Maryland 20852

Glenn W. Schumaker
7 5608 Ottawa Road [to
Centreville, Virginia 22020

~ Al & Lynn Schumann
6121 Rivanna Drive {
Springfield, Virginia 22150

o

Mr & Mrs K. Seely
2242 Cartwright Place 7.
Reston, Virginia 22091

-8
/

+ Linda M. Sensenig
(o) 345 Douglas Street
Wyomissing, PA 19610

)

Daniel D. Sloss
{948 South Rolfe Street L
Arlington, Virginia 22204

—

~ Linda Smasal
4308 North Henderson Rd, Apt 20 5
Arlington, Virginia 22203

Steve Smith
} 1426 N. Quincy Street é
Arlington, Virginia 22207

~ John Somiak
“{ 1591 North Village Road
Reston, Virginia 22094 7

I

Alexandria, Virginia 22310

Charles B. Tichenor
6364 English Ivy Way
Springfield, Virginia 22152

Dane J. Toler
916 Cottage Street, S.W.
Vienna, Virginia 22180

Gary Turnbaugh
2230 George C. Marshall Dr. #1204
Falls Church, Virginia 22043

George Uhl
9039 New Britain Circle
Manassas, Virginia 22110

Bernard Van Order
2049 Rockingham Street
McLean, Virginai 22101

Michael S. Walker
" 5211 Richardson Drive
Fairfax, Virginia 22032

Myron E. Wasiuta

2891 Bowes Lane

Dale City, Virginia 22193
<9y i Q‘*fgilg

Alexander L. White

8610 Queen Elizabeth Blvd

Annandale, Virginia 22003

Arlington, Virginia 22204

(C) Copyright 1991 The Northern Vir-
ginia Astronomy Club. All rights re-
served. THE NOVAC NEWSLET-
TER may be reproduced with proper
credit given to The Northern Virginia
Astronomy Club.

The NOVAC NEWSLETTER is
published six times a year. Subscrip-
tions are available through member-
ship in NOVAC. Dues are $18.00 per
year. For club membership informa-
tion contact Al Schumann, Secretary,
6121 Rivanna Drive, Springfield, Vir-
ginia, 22150, telephone: 703-971-3257.
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