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President’s Column

Brenda Clements Jones

Another summer almost at an end! And with it
another Stellafane come and gone. Bill, Kevin,
and I went to our first Stellafane star party in
1988. For those of you who are new to astron-
omy, Stellafane is an amateur telescope
maker's convention and star party held in
Springfield, Vermont each summer around
New Moon at the very end of July or beginning
of August. Bill has enjoyed the many trips to
southern Vermont to take in the beautiful New
England countryside and check out the antique
shops in the area. Kevin and I have gotten
much from the atmosphere of excitement and
wonder surrounding the Breezy Hill night sky
and the folks who come to share the views at
the many telescopes.

This year was the first year that we’ve attended
when both Friday and Saturday nights were
clouded out. But the talks still went on, the
telescopes were still there to be admired during
daylight, and the many friends were there to
share our love of astronomy. The only things
that I really missed were the “ooooh”s and
“ahhhh”s as the Perseids streamed overhead,
and oh, how I wanted to look through those

(Continued on page 2)

An Observing Ses-
sion for the Visually
Impaired

Harold Geller

That's right, I'm going to describe briefly for
you, an astronomy observing session cenducted
specifically for the visually impaired. The blind
and visually impaired often have some vision.
The legal definition of “blind” is someone with
less than 20/200 vision whiiz using corrective
lenses, or a greatly restricted field of view.
Other forms of visual impairment include color
blindness and poor dark adaptation. According
to the most recent studies, there are about 17.9
million people in the US with some uncor-
rectable visual impairment, and about 1.2 mil-
lion peopie fit the definition of iegaily biind.
Astronomers of all types usually take for
granted that people they deal with can see the
lovely objects of the universe like the deep
blue of the Pleiades and the majesty of M31.
Unfortunately, there are those who are not able
to see such natural wonders. But how do you
conduct an observing session for the visually
impaired? Teaching astronomy to the visually

(Continued on page 2)
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An Observing Session for the Visually Impaired

(Continued from page 1)

impaired has been written about only sparsely.
[ discovered an article in the American Journal
of Physics over 5 years old, and one in Sky and
Telescope from the same time frame. But that
didn’t stop John Wallin (a George Mason Uni-
versity professor and NOVAC member him-
self) and his wife Katharine Bond from ventur-

While fewer people were able to really see
anything through the telescopes, John provided
a running lecture as this was happening. He
and Katharine had also prepared some aids to
help get certain points across. For example,
there was a poster of the relative sizes of the
planets, which could be felt, and was annotated
in Braille. There was also a demonstration of

ing out planetary distances that in-
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sprawl, visually impaired individuals need to
rely on public transportation or arranged trans-
portation. With this in mind, John chose the
Van Dyke park in Fairfax City. While certainly
not a very dark sky area, it was convenient for
those using Metrorail with a personal shuttle.

Dobson would have been proud, because as
soon as we set up John's homemade 6" Dobso-
nian, people already in the park came over to
take a look. We received additional attention as
we set up the GMU 12" Meade Schmidt-
Cassegrain. Unfortunately, a city park lends
itseif to chaos, as others using the park wili
drift over and join the group for which the park
had been reserved that night (July 13). Once
things settled down a bit, John took the group
to the covered picnic area and spoke about as-
tronomy. I didn’t hear much myself, because I
was standing guard by the telescopes, dealing
with the passersby who were interested in as-
tronomy or just curious about the telescopes.
Since John had expressed an interest in giving
those with enough vision to see Venus in the
telescope, the opportunity, I interrupted his
lecture noting that Venus would soon be below
the local horizon, being blocked by the neigh-
boring trees.

The group soon moved to the area where we
had set up the telescopes. The first object that
we observed was the Moon (one day past First
Quarter). Most of the people in the group were
able to see (to some degree) the Moon through
the Dobsonian and the Meade. My personal
favorite moment was when I helped a father get
his daughter, who was both visually and physi-
cally handicapped, out of the wheelchair and
support her to look through the Dobsonian. We
were actually able to use the light of the Moon
through the eyepiece to see when it was lined
up with her pupil. I don't know how much she
was really able to see, but her face lit up when
we finally got the image centered on her eye.
Whatever she was able to see was sufficient to
thrill her, and that was enough to make my
night. We next adjusted the telescopes so that
those who could, could view Venus before it
was blocked by the surrounding trees.

Then we pointed the telescopes at Arcturus.

John, Katharine and I agreed
= that it was a fun experience,
in spite of the oppressive
heat and humidity, and we
hope to do it again. So the
next time you complain about poor seeing con-
ditions, or the interference of the Moon, think
of those less fortunate and maybe even give
them an opportunity to “see” things vou usually
ignore when you don’t get such clear skies.

President’s Column

(Continued from page 1)

ten-inch binoculars! My memory of looking
through the same maker’s six-inch binoculars
in 1992 brings fond memories of feeling as
though I were falling into space!

Sky & Telescope and Astronomy Magazines
list star parties that come up throughout the
vear. [ strongly suggest that you check out
some of these star parties as they come along.
They're great fun!

And on the local front, don’t miss our North-
ern Virginia Telescope Meet. It’s coming up
Saturday, September 6, at Crockett Park.
We’ll begin with a swap meet at 4 p.m. and
then plan to set up your telescopes and binoc-
ulars for observing as the sky begins to get
dark!

See you there!

—Brenda

Desert Storm Shield — A Review

Robert Bunge

The Desert Storm Shield (DSS) is a silver col-
ored Mylar bag that is placed over a telescope.
The bag protects the telescope from exposure
to sun, rain, dust, and other environmental ele-
ments. The bags come in different sizes de-
pending on the size of your telescope. I had
noticed these bags at some of the national star
parties in recent years. They have proven popu-
lar with telescope owners who go to star par-
ties — specially during the week-long events,

find at a hardware store, the DSS is a bag. This
means instead of wrapping the telescope, you
Jjust pull the bag over the scope and secure the
bottom opening of the bag. The Mylar material
is thick; I don’t know the mil thickness, but it’s
thicker than the five mil plastic paint drop-
clothes that I’ve bought at hardware stores. In
the three months that I’ve had mine, Ive kept
both the 10-inch Dob and a 4-inch reflector (on
an equatorial mount) under it. The equatorial

like the Texas Star Party mount has a number of
and the Winter Star . sharp knobs and parts
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violet rays of the Sun. Apparently, these bags
got started when the military used similar bags
to cover hardware in the heat of the desert dur-
ing the Desert Storm war.

This year, with the approach of Comet Hale-
Bopp, I broke down and bought one from
Pocono Mountain Optics. I figured that I could
use the DSS to cover a 10-inch Dobsonian tele-
scope that I would keep set up in my backyard
while the comet was around. That way, I’d be
more likely to observe the Comet, knowing that
it would only take a second to uncover the tele-
scope and I'd be looking at the comet for just a
couple of minutes. This proved especially use-
ful while the comet was up in the morning sky
and set-up and tear-down time was important.

Unlike a plastic sheet or tarp that you might

Mylar and directions to make more permanent
repairs using a household iron. I considered an
elastic band that came with the bag to hold the
bag on the scope to be too flimsy and instead
used a bungee cord.

The silver color is important. During the day,
the silver reflects the heat of the sun and the
telescope stays cool inside the bag. This not
only helps to protect the physical parts of the
telescope, but greatly reduces the time it takes
the scope to cool down to air temperature once
it gets dark. Warm telescopes in cool air are a
primary cause of bad seeing. This really works!

Prices range from about $20 for a bag to cover
a 6-inch Dobsonian or SCT to about $60 to
cover a 25-inch Dobsonian.
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Astronomical League Update

Lee Polikoff

It’s been about two months since NOVAC de-
cided to remain a part of the Astronomical
League. The challenge was put forth to the
general membership and NOVAC has risen to
the occasion. I have had the pleasure of award-
ing three certificates to NOVAC members.

Peter Gruber and Steven Blake were awarded
Messier Observing Certificates. Peter has ob-
served all 110 objects and Steve has observed
70. Kevin Jones has accomplished something
that most of us will never have an opportunity
to do. He has completed all the requirements
for the Southern Skies Binocular Club. This
puts him in special company since the AL has
awarded this certificate only thirteen previous
times. Congratulations to all on your accom-
plishments! I am hoping that I will be flooded
with more requests for awards as the months
pass.

On another front, I have ordered the following
publications from the AL:

5 each -Guides to the Messier Objects

5 each - Observe the Herschel Objects

3 each - ALPO Guides to watching Meteors
2 each - Observe and Understand the Sun

I anticipate having these by the time this
newsletter arrives. I will bring them to the
meetings; however, if you are really interested
in obtaining one, please call. Let me close by
again saying, well done to Peter Gruber,
Steven Blake, and Kevin Jones.

Sincerely
Lee Polikoff

impopeye@erols.com
(703) 250-2355

Perseid Observa-
tions from Wyoming

| Bill Burton

I observed the Perseid meteor shower this
morning from the crest of the Laramie Range,
just north of Laramie, Wyo., at an elevation of
8000 feet. Skies were clear and the limiting
magnitude was about 6.5. I saw at least 150
Perseids between 12:38 and 4:45 AM
(Mountain Daylight Time), and recorded obser-
vations of time, magnitude, and direction from
radiant, for each meteor, on cassette.

The peak of activity (“new” or “90°s” peak)
appeared to occur between 1:15 and 3.00 AM
MDT. I saw 10 Perseids in one minute at 2:40.
Bursts of 3-4 meteors per minute were common
during the peak period. A few meteors were as
bright as magnitude -3 to -4. The meteor path
directions were strongly skewed towards a
counter-rotational (westward) direction.

At 3:15 AM the Zodiacal Light appeared in the
east and eventually extended over 50 degrees
along the ecliptic. Dawn’s first light arrived at
4:25, and at 5:00 the coyotes started to howl.

[ Yippee kiyo kiyay!

NOVAC Members Invited to West Virginia Observing Site

Brent A. Archinal

Mark your calendars for Friday and Satur-
day October 24th and 25th!

NOVAC members have been invited by fellow
member Joe Macrie out to his dark-sky ob-
serving site in West Virginia. Joe has a small

undeveloped mountain-top plot of land with === The Moon will be a few
days past last quarter, O it =
== Should be dark most of the == any questions and provide the gate combina-
== Night.

very dark skies - but with a small observatory

and 11-inch Schmidt-Cassegrain telescope. ===

He has offered to let NOVAC members come
out and observe. Members are welcome to
contact Joe concerning other dates, but in
particular the October dates above have been
chosen expressly to have members out. The
Moon will be a few days past last quarter, so it
should be dark most of the night. Daylight sav-
ings time ends on Saturday night, so there will
even be an extra hour to observe (or sleep in!).
Saturday night will probably be the preferred
night in any case as it should be an easier drive
out on Saturday afternoon.

Joe's site is near Moorefield, WV, out VA/WV
Route 55 on the other side of Front Royal, Vir-
ginia. This is a pretty good dark-sky site. It is
not perfect, as there are some houses visible in
the distance and the town of Moorefield causes
some sky glow to the northwest. However, it's a
good 3000-foot-plus altitude site, with a rela-
tively low horizon all around and an excellent
southemn horizon. While observing there under
not quite ideal conditions in July, I had one of
the best views of the Milky Way I've ever seen
from the Eastern U.S. There are some other
amateurs with observing sites there and lots
are still available for persons or clubs (hint,
hint!) who would like to buy a good observing
site. Being a dark site, this is, of course, a good
drive out from the Washington, D.C. area. The

total distance is about 130 miles from the belt-
way, with travel time being about 2 and half
hours.

Directions:
1) Take [-66 west from the beltway until it
ends (63 miles).
2) Take I-81 south to VA 55 west (2.7 miles)
3) Take VA/WV 55 west into West Virginia
to WV 259 south (32 miles).
4.) Take WV 259 south 13.2 miles to Math-

ias, WV. Turn right just before "See's Auto
Body Shop" (on left) toward Lost River State
Park.

5.) Continue on this road (passing through
the park) for 9.5 miles. Note that the last
several miles are on a good gravel road.

6.) On the right will be an entrance with a
metal gate and a sign saying "Mountain
Meadows - Ronald Turner Properties".

7.) If you have the combination (see below)
go through the gate and lock it behind you.
Otherwise park there and walk in (for now)
to the site.

8.) Make the first right turn, and follow this
road to "lot no. 8", Joe's site, on the left. His

telescope dome should be obvious. Park any-
where on the grass.

The site is fairly easy to find, although arriv-
ing in daylight is certainly to be recom-
mended on vour first visit there.

B If you know you're coming for sure or want

to arrange a visit at another time, please give
Joe a call at 301-868-5322. He can answer

tion. You can also contact Joe if you have

== any doubts about the weather, as there is no

point in going if weather conditions are bad.
Some cautions are in order. Although there
are a few houses nearby (so far with essentially
no outdoor lighting) Joe's site is completely
undeveloped, with no restrooms, water, or elec-
tricity. Observers should bring water and food
as desired. Restrooms are available at Lost
River State Park. This is a mountain top site,
so dress warmly - it can get quite cold by late
October. There is plenty of room for camping,
so bring a tent, etc. if you wish. And certainly
all are welcome to bring any telescopes or
other observing equipment they may wish to
use. Of course, from such a dark site, scanning
the Milky Way with binoculars or looking for
meteors may easily fill up your night's observ-
ing, so a telescope is not really necessary.
Many NOVAC members in the past have ex-
pressed their wish to observe at a good dark-
sky site. Well, you're all now invited to one. So
hope for good weather and come on out to
wild, wonderful, and dark - West Virginia!-

Brent A. Archinal (and Joe Macrie)
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THE PARSELLS PAGE

Jon Stewart-Taylor

An evening in Astro-hell.

A telescope. A solitary observer. A sky, almost
completely covered by clouds. What keeps him
at his lonely vigil? Why 1sn't he exhibiting the
common sense God gave a gnat? ... [ give you:

Doubling Up at
Parsells

Ever notice how the weather forecasters never
give forecasts for the same country we live in?
The forecast for Friday, August 1st was
“clear”. They had been saying “clear” for three
days, and they were still saying it at 8 PM on
the evening of the 1st as I looked up at plenti-
ful patches of cirrus mares' tails sprinkled with
cumulus. Perhaps after sunset the cumulus
would go away.

As darkness approached and I loaded the 10"
Coulter 1nto the car for the trip to Parsells,
things didn't look much better. In fact, if any-
thing, the cumulus had thickened a bit. Still,
Parsells is only 15 minutes away if ['m willing
to drop 35 cents on the toll road, and I had a
list of 50-some objects I’d planned to observe
this month. If I didn’t get started on the list, I'd
have to wait 6-8 months for another chance at
some of them.

Surprise! When I arrived, the clouds were even
thicker, now covering about 75% of the sky.
But there were “sucker holes”, and [ was a
sucker. I parked on the new parking lot (which
opens directly off of Waxpool road), and un-
loaded the car. Within 5 minutes (thank good-
ness Dobsonians don't have to be polar aligned)

the observing chair, chart table, and telescope
were set up next to second base, and I start
on my observing list.

Even at zenith, the limiting magnitude was cut
by the cirrus haze to around 3. Still, some stars
were visible, and I had a secret weapon against
hazy skies: over half the objects on my list
were double stars for the Astronomical League
(AL) double-star observing certificate. Since
the majority of the doubles on the list are
brighter than 6 magnitude, they can be ob-
served in conditions when most deep-sky ob-
Jjects can’t. And for the next two hours, that's
exactly what I did, until a solid bank of clouds
moved in around 11:30.

Some of the doubles on the list were old
friends, like Mizar and Alcor (zeta UMA) or
Cor Caroli (alpha CVN). Others which had
never been more than a dot on the chart before,
proved well worth the visit. My favorite of the
night was xi BOO, a beautiful pair I perceived
as yellow and gold, although Burnham's de-
scribes them as yellow and reddish-violet. The
clouds may have filtered the colors — I’ll cer-
tainly be back for another look.

Then there was epsilon BOO, which I couldn't
split at all. When I got home and checked the
list, the reason was obvious: the two compo-
nents are separated by less than 3" of arc, and
require magnification of about 200X to split.
Even combined with my 2.5X Barlow, my
17mm eyepiece only gives about 165X. Time
to start saving my pennies for that 10mm
Plossl Ive been coveting.

If you haven’t observed doubles before, or if
you’d like to expand your observing range,

'Ron Cook

Date: Sat, 23 Aug 97 11:12:08 EDT

From: cook@scubed.com (Ronald W. Cook)
To: novac@his.com

Parsell’s again
tonight?

| Parsell’s was quite good last night. Clear skies,
Jupiter, Saturn, M4, 7, 6, 11, 12, 22, 28, 8, 20,
21, 27, 31, the Double Cluster, one meteor,
and about 23:30 — the Moon. There were also
three satellites and those pesky airplanes - no
swatting permitted, but they are tolerable. It
seems every night I look toward Scorpius or
Sagittarius, a satellite goes through the field.
Pete Johnson found one and pointed it out in
that area last night. The meteor was near the
ecliptic heading west so might have been space
| debris - not very big.

' Ron Cook

|

look into the AL double-star list. It’s available
on-line at the AL web site (there’s a link on the
NOVAC homepage), or you can contact Lee
Polikoff ( NOVAC’s AL Coordinator) at a
meeting. If you observe two doubles a week,
you can finish the list in less than a year.

I
— Jon.C.Stewart-Taylor@adn.alcatel.com

P.S. I later found out that I could split that dou-
bie at less than 200X, vut I needed steadier air

than I had that night. Using an off-axis aperture
mask helps too.

How Do | get to Parsells? steve Blake and Ron Cook

From: SCBlake@aol.com

Date: Sun, 3 Aug 1997 08:47:01 -0400 (EDT)
To: novac@his.com

Subject: Parsells and the newsletter

I went out to Parsells Friday evening to do
some observing but left around 9:15 when it
became clear, so to speak, that the sky would
only go from bad to worse.

I had not been to Parsells in a year so [ went
early, taking along the July/August newsletter.
Well, the directions in the newsletter are
wrong, which might explain in part why I was
the only person there. A couple of sentences
seem to be missing. It is much farther than 1.4
miles from Route 28 to Parsells field. Had I not
been there before, there would have been no
way to find it.

Here are my suggested directions, taken from
two newsletters. I think these are right but
someone should look them over.

From the Northern Virginia area go West on
the Dulles Toll Road until you reach Route 28.
Go North on Rt. 28 for 2.8 miles to Route 625,
Waxpool Road.

(You may also take Route 7 West to 28, then
go South to Waxpool.)

Turn left (West) on Waxpool Road (Route 28),
and go 1.8 miles to the Waxpool/Farmwell
intersection. (The intersection has a small sign
pointing the way to the Broadlands develop-
ment.)

Turn left on Route 625, Waxpool Road (!),
heading towards Broadlands and go 1.6 miles
to the Waxpool/Ryan/Shelhome intersection.
Continue straight on Waxpool, through the
Broadlands development, for about 1.4 miles
watching for a left turn on to Waxpool
Road(!!!) which is a gravel road.

Once on gravel go only about 200 yards
straight ahead. You will pass a sign showing
kids on a seesaw. Parsells field is right where
the road turns right. Note that there are no
signs marking the field now, but there is a
new, gravel parking area where you can get out
to see if you have found the right place.

I am not sure where people set up these days.
There seem to be a couple options: near the
new gravel parking area or on the field, just off
the drivewayish road. To find the drivewayish
road, do NOT turn right when Waxpool turns.

Comments/changes on these directions are
more than welcome!

Steve Blake

From: cook@scubed.com (Ronald W. Cook)
Date: Tue, 5 Aug 1997 17:07:47 -0400

To: novac@his.com

Subject: Re: Parsells and the newsletter
Thank you Steve Blake. I've been up and down
Shelhorn Road (a gravel road to which the di-
rections led me) about seven times over two

days and went down to the end of the develop-
ment once.

Ron Cook

From: SCBlake@aol.com

Date: Tue, 5 Aug 1997 21:54:11 -0400 (EDT)
To: novac@his.com

Subject: Re: Parsells and the newsletter
Ron:

Thanks for the thanks. One more thing I might
add: when you finally get to Parsells, not only
is there no sign giving its name, but there now
is nothing — no stands or backstop - that iden-
tify it from the road as a baseball field. Your
best tip is the gravel driveway, and the fact that
the field has new, but unfortunately very dry
and dead, turf.

Steve
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Upcoming Occuitation of Saturn

Ralph Kantrowitz

On the night of Tuesday, November 11, ama-
teur astronomers in the Washington, DC area
will be treated to a near occultation of Saturn
under early evening skies. The accompanying

Naval Observatory in Washington, DC, but

similar views will be available throughout the
area. Even if one has no intention of recording
the event photographically, the sight of Saturn

make this near miss worth watching. Mark
your calendar now!

P.S. Maris Multimedia Ltd. asked me to men-
tion their web site: www.maris.com

Redshift 2.0 simulation was made for the U S.
X RedShift - Horizon View
e Edit Display Cortick Jr

and the moon speeding past one another will

Simulation of Near-miss
Lunar Occultation of Saturn
as Seen from
U.S. Naval Observatory
Nov. 11,1997 7:15 PMEST

o Rhea

113 taval Obs.
Lon 77T 04 007

oo Lt 33°55 007N

Ho 000000 m

Maris Multimedia, Ltd.

Overheard

on the Meade Advanced Products Users
Group on the Internet:

First : “Did you know that Saturn is less
dense than water? Given a suitably sized
bath tub, it would float! But it would leave a
ring...”

Second: “That’s Ok... You can just scrub it
off with a little Comet!”

Help Wanted!

An expert in MS-Access
and Visual Basic is
desperately needed

to assist the Treasurer and Newsletter Editor in
a one-time programming project. If you would
like to learn more about this project, please
contact Elliott Fein at edfein(@cpcug.org or

301 762-6261

you can spell

write about their ast

Contact the Editor at edfein@cpcug.org or 301-762-626
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Northern Virginia Astronomy Club Library Books

Craig Tupper

Author Title Date Published H(ardbound) or P(aper)

Star Charts

Cragin et. al. The Deep Sky Field Guide to Uranometria 2000.0
1993 H

Edmund Scientific Mag 5 Star Atlas

Miller 5" Miller Planisphere

Tirton et. al.  Uranometria 2000.0, Volume 1, The Northern Hemi-
sphere 1987 H

Tirion et. al. Uranometria 2000.0, Volume 2, The Southern Hemi-
sphere 1988 H

Watson, Brent Finder Charts of the Bright Telescopic Objects
1992/3 P

Binocular Observing

Harnington, Philip Touring the Universe through Binoculars 1990 P

Kozac, John T. Deep-Sky Obects for Binoculars 1988 P

Moore, Patrick Exploring the Night Sky with Binoculars 1986 H

Peltier, Leslie Guide to the Stars: Exploring the Sky with Binoculars
1986 P

General Observing

Burmham, Robert Jr. Burnham's Celestial Handbook, Volume 1 1978 P
Bumham, Robert Jr. Burnham's Celestial Handbook, Volume 2 1978 P
Burnham, Robert Jr. Bumham's Celestial Handbook, Volume 3 1978 P

Dickinson & Dyer  The Backyard Astronomer’s Guide 1991 H
Holt, Terry The Universe Next Door 1985 H
Hynes, Steven  Planetary Nebulae: A Practical Guide and Handbook

1991 H

Muirden, James Amateur Astronomer's Handbook: Guide to Exploring
the Heavens 1983 H ;

Muirden, James How to Use an Astronomical Telescope 1985 H

Newton and Teece The Cambridge Deep-Sky Album 1984 H

Page, Lou William A Dipper Full of Stars 1959 H

Ronan, Colin  The Practical Astronomer 1981 H

Webb, Rev. T. W. Celestial Objects for Common Telescopes, Vol. 2
1962 P

? The Amateur Astronomer's Catalog of 500 Deep Sky Objects 1986 P

Equipment Selection and Construction

Berry, Richard  Build Your Own Telescope 1985 H

Berry, Richard How to Build Your Own Observatory 1985 P

Dobson, John How and Why to Make a User-Friendly Sidewalk
Telescope 1995 W

Hale, Alan R. How to Choose Binoculars 1991 P

Henry, Paul Telescopes for Stargazing, 3rd ed. 1976 H

Texereau, Jean How to Make a Telescope 1984 H

Astrophotography and CCD's

Berry, Richard Choosing and Using a CCD Camera 1992 P
Berry, Richard The CCD Camera Cookbook 1994 P

Berry, Richard Astronomical Image Processing 1991 P
Covington, Michael Astrophotography for the Amateur 1985 H
Gordon, Barry  Astrophotography 1985 P

Phenomena
Clarke, Roy S. (ed.) The Port Orford, Oregon Meteorite Mystery
1993 P
Espenak & Anderson Total Solar Eclipse of 1997 March 9 1995 P
Espenak & Anderson Total Solar Eclipse of 1995 October 24 1994 P

Encyclopedias and Atlases

Doherty, Paul Atlas of the Planets 1980 H

Donn, Bertram Atlas of Comet Halley 1910 1986 H

Lewis, Richard [llustrated Encyclopedia of the Universe 1983 H

Tully and Fisher Nearby Galaxies Atlas (oversize - on top shelf)
1987 H

Yenne, Bill Atlas of the Solar System 1987 H

General Astronomy and Textbooks

Asimov, Isaac  Alpha Centauri, The Nearest Star 1976 H

Calder, Nigel Violent Universe 1969 H

Dickinson, Terence The Universe and Beyond 1986 P

Friedman, Herbert The Amazing Universe 1975 H

Hartmann, William Astronomy, The Cosmic Journey (4thed.) 1989 H
Jastrow, Robert God and the Astronomers 1978 P

Jastrow, Robert Until the Sun Dies 1977 P

Naval Research Lab A Clementine Collection: Moonglow 1994 P
Parker, Barry Concepts of the Cosmos 1984 H

Preiss, Byron (ed.) The Planets 1985 H

Protheroe et. al. Exploring the Universe (3rd ed.) 1984 H

Sagan, Carl  Cosmos 1980 H

Cosmology
Bartusiak, Marcia Thursday's Universe 1986 H

History of Astronomy

Florence, Ronald The Perfect Machine - Building the Palomar Tele-
scope 1994 H

Krupp, E.C. (ed.) In Search of Ancient Astronomies 1978 P

Levy, David Clyde Tombaugh, Discoverer of Planet Pluto 1991 P

Pannekoek, A. A History of Astronomy 1961 H

Video
Al and Lynn Schumann 8mm video

Magazines and Articles

Sky & Telescope and Astronomy, MANY old issues

Telescope Making, Issues 3546

Landis, Rob Current State of the Baikonur Cosmodrome 1997 S
Landis, Rob A Shadowy Trace of the Space Race 1993 S

Library Rules and Procedures

The librarian will open the library following the monthly meeting.
Books are shelved alphabetically by author. Oversized books are on the
top shelf. Magazines are below.

When borrowing, remove the card from inside the back cover, write
your name and the month/year on the card, and give the card to the
librarian.

NOVAC members may borrow up to 4 items for a period of one month.
Please show your membership card. If you do not have your card, and
your name is not on the list of members in the library, and the librarian
does not know you, you may be out of luck.

Please make every effort to return items to the planetarium the follow-
ing month, in person or otherwise. If items are not returned on time, the
borrower will experience cloudy nights for a year. Retumn items to the
librarian, who will replace the card and re-shelve the item.

Please let the librarian know of any new items you would like to see in
the library.

Donations are accepted, but astronomy texts and obsolete books of no
historic interest are discouraged.
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Outdoor Lighting Design Workshop

Received from Brent A. Archinal

This year’s Virginia Section meeting to pro-
mote quality lighting will be held on Saturday,
November 1 in northern Virginia. With the
rapidly spreading interest and increasing activ-
ity devoted to preserving our remaining dark
skies in Virginia and elsewhere, this is a meet-
ing not to be missed.

The workshop will be held in the Arlington
Planetarium, 1426 N. Quincy Street, Arlington,
VA from 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Topics to be

addressed in presentations, discussions, and
handouts will include criteria for good lighting
design, street lighting, sports lighting, lighting
ordinances, sign lighting, safety and security,
and strategies for preserving the environment.
An evening visit to a nearby observatory may
be arranged. There will be a $15 registration
fee.

Further details of the program will be available
in about a month. In the meantime please

spread the word to anyone you think may be
interested, and plan to come to Arlington on
1 November.

Phil Janna
804-924-7494
pai@virginia.edu

Date: Fr1, 1 Aug 1997 18:49:32 +0100
From: Bill Jensen

Virginia Association

Sender: owner-novac@lists.his.com

Fellow NOVAC members, you may be inter-
ested in the attached e-mail.

Bill

From: Terry Barker@vapower.com

To: william jensen(@tcs. wap.org,

Date: Fri, 1 Aug 1997 14:28:52 -0400

Subject: VAAS Convention

Fellow VAAS members — an update on the
VAAS convention:

We have lined up a keynote speaker — Dr.
Mark Sher of William & Mary. I saw him give
a very good presentation at the recent Violent
Universe workshop in Williamsburg. He gave a
very informative and imaginative talk on the
beginnings of the universe, including the possi-
bility of alternate universes. Dr. Sher will be
doing something similar for our convention.

of Astronomical Societies Convention

Dr Phillip Ianna of UVA (and the International
Dark Sky Association) will also be speaking.

And most importantly, we would like to have
presentations from the different societies at-
tending. We hope to have 50+ attendees, and
this is a good forum to make yourself known to
a state-wide audience, as well as polish those
presentation skills! Please e-mail me with your
ideas and potential subject areas so we can get
them advertised.

The other societies that I have contacted and
we expect will be attending are: Roanoke Val-
ley, NOVAC (Northern Virginia Astronomy
Club), Back Bay, Va. Tech, and Delmarva.
Planning is still in process, but the event will
take place on Sept. 27, starting arounc 8:30
AM, at Randolph-Macon College, in Ashland
(10 miles north of Richmond, on I-95).

In addition:
- Astronomy vendors will be present
- Door prizes will be given away
- There will be an after-event cookout
- Observing at the RMC observatory (7-inch
refractor)
- Skywatch session that evening
- A comet photo contest

There are only two months left before the big
day, so feel free to place this information in
your club newsletter and other appropriate ve-
hicles. I aiso think I can put together a web
page especially for this event. Look for more
info soon!

DINNER BEFORE THE MEETINGS

Brent A. Archinal

Our “dinner before the meeting” tradition con-
tinues in September and October. Wednesdays,
September 17 and October 15 are the dates of
the next NOVAC regular meetings and there-
fore our dinners. Here is the perfect opportu-
nity to meet your fellow NOVAC members.
There’s time to sit and discuss whatever topic
(astronomical or otherwise) you wish, away
from the time constraints of the regular meet-
ings, and in a place where you’ll be able to
recognize who you’re talking to - unlike during
most of our observing events! It will be a good
place to discuss our NVIM '97 star party -
which will have just taken place in September -
and other star parties nationwide as the sum-
mer season ends. In any case, all are welcome,
so come join us and bring a friend.

The place to meet continues to be the Santa Fe
Cafe in Rosslyn. You should plan to arrive at
about 5:45 PM, in order to have time to make
it to the regular meeting at the Arlington Plan-
etarium at 7:30 PM. This is particularly true as
we’ve been having larger and larger groups of

members attending lately. The Santa Fe Cafe is
a nice Mexican restaurant with good food, usu-
ally some worthwhile specials, and reasonable
prices, although credit cards are not accepted.
Smoking is allowed in one part of this (large)
one room restaurant, but so far NOVAC mem-
bers have not been smoking and the few others
dining at that time have rarely smoked. If you
do arrive first, we would appreciate it if you'd
try to sit in the front in the non-smoking sec-
tion. Directions: The Santa Fe Cafe is located
at 1500 Wilson Blvd, in Rosslyn, with en-
trances off of both Wilson Blvd. and Clarendon
Blvd. This restaurant is easily found, just west
of “downtown Rosslyn”, on the southwest cor-
ner of Wilson Blvd. and N. Oak Street, where
Wilson splits becoming Wilson one-way west
and Clarendon one-way east. From I-66 East,
take the Rosslyn exit to Lee Highway, and turn
right at the second light onto Fort Myer Drive.
Go two blocks and turn right onto Wilson, and
the restaurant will be one block ahead on your
left (on the comer across Oak/Clarendon from
a big outdoor sculpture). On street parking is

usually available in front of the restaurant, on
the other side of the street up the hill, or
around the long block (make two left turns) on
Clarendon just before it ends by the restaurant.
However, be sure to feed the parking meter if
you arrive before 6 PM. This location is also
quite close to the Rosslyn metrorail station.

Reservations are not necessary, although it
helps a lot to know who’s coming so we'll
know how big a table to get. We’ve been filling
a pretty large table lately, so this information
does prove useful. Also should it be necessary
to cancel (which it never has by the way), I can
let you know. So, if you know you’re coming,
or if you need a ride to the meeting and back to
the metro, or just for more information or di-
rections, please give me a call (evenings) at
703-237-0201. You can also e-mail me at
baa@casa.usno.navy.mil.

See you at dinner!
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Minutes of the July and August Meetings

Pete Johnson

Minutes of the July 9, 1997 Board Meeting
of the Northern Virginia Astronomy Club

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM at
the home of President Brenda Jones.

Brenda welcomed Pedro Martinez to his first
Board meeting as the new Treasurer.

1. Pedro reported that Lee Polikoff had donated
a copy of Microsoft Excel to the club, and he
would soon be receiving training on how to use
the new software. One possible change would
be the issuance of postcard style membership
identity cards, replacing the index cards uti-
lized currently.

Tilly Smith suggested that other improvements
may be possible using the new software, and
Nicole Mastej agreed to research the use of
non-profit bulk rate mail for distribution of the
newsletter.

2. Pedro distributed a “Statement of Cash Re-
ceived and Disbursed for the period January 1,
1997 through June 20, 1997”, as prepared by
outgoing Treasurer Ken Pettijohn. Tilly sug-
gested that an annual budget process tying pro-
jects to allocated budget expenditures may be
worthwhile. '

3. Craig Tupper distributed a financial history
for the period 1994 through 1997, including
projections until the end of 1997. He then re-
ported on the negotiations to obtain a Los-
mandy mount for the new club scope which is
to be placed at Crockett park for club members’
use, noting the current owner was asking
$1,800 for the mount. This mount included
encoders and dual axis drives. After discus-
sion, a motion was made, seconded and unani-
mously adopted to approve purchase of a new
Losmandy mounting for $1,800.00.

Craig further reported he was personally pur-
chasing CCD equipment, and that he intended
to share the CCD experience with other club
members on the new club scope.

4. Bill Jensen said that he had a conversation
with an astronomy store owner relocating to
West Virginia, and the possibility of NOVAC's
involvement in the maintenance and use of an
observatory to be built there. He said that he
had given this store owner Craig Tupper's
phone and e-mail address, and that he would
pursue further contact.

5. Jon Stewart-Taylor's suggestion of a club
post office box number was discussed. It was
noted that several officers receive club related
mail, but no single post office was convenient
to all their locations, so there was no interest at
pursuing this idea at this time.

6. Brenda reported that Lee Polikoff is plan-
ning to highlight AL programs at upcoming

meetings and in the club newsletter. It was the
consensus of the board that the club should
purchase five copies of the AL publication
Observe.

7. Tilly presented an update on the upcoming
programs for the balance of 1997, including the
Russian Space Program in July, a possible
Mars mission summary in August, and NOVAC
sponsored programs for the fall concerning
beginning astronomy, binoculars, telescopes
and deep sky observing. He also suggested the
possibility of demonstrating the use of the
club's web page at an upcoming meeting.

8. Tilly mentioned that a review of member-
ship renewal commentary indicated that many
club members did not want any large changes,
indicating overall approval of the operation of
the club. Several comments requested beginner
oriented presentations, and expressed apprecia-
tion for the club newsletter. Finally, the impor-
tance of more dark-sky sites, the web site, and
possible trips organized for observing was
mentioned. The meeting was adjourned at 9:15.

Respectfully submitted,
Bill Jensen, for
Pete Johnson, Secretary

Minutes of the July 1997 General Meeting
of the Northern Virginia Astronomy Club

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m.
by Club President Brenda Jones at the Arling-
ton Planetarium. There were 47 members in
attendance.

Announcements

Geoff Chester announced that the NSNO is
looking for volunteers to take folks on open
house tours on Monday nights. He’s looking for
several people who can donate one Monday
night every 4 to 6 weeks. A benefit to this duty
would be possible use of the Observatory's 14"
Celestron. Geoff's phone number is (202) 762-
1438.

Lee Polikoff said that he had sent the Astro-
nomical League the latest list of 238 NOVAC
members. He also set out a copy at the meeting
so members could check to see if their informa-
tion was correct. Lee has ordered sets of the
AL guide to Messier objects and Hershal
Handbooks.

Craig Tupper reported that the club has pur-
chased a CG-11 equatorial mount for the club
telescope. Craig has also purchased an ST-7
CCD imaging system for himself which he is
willing to make available to club members.
The plan is to set up a schedule so members
can try out astrophotography.

Nicole announced that the Kalmbach book
catalogs are available. Contact her if you want
to place an order.

John Avellone reviewed his trip to ALCON-97
(AL-97). He showed overheads and pho-
tographs of his trip.
Officers reports
Vice President Tilly Smith reported that the
upcoming programs are

Tonight - Rob Landis, “The Russian Space
Program”

August - “Status of Mars Missions”
Then we will have a four part series presented
by NOVAC members

Sept - “Getting Started in Astronomy”

Oct - “Choosing and Using Binoculars™

Nov- “Telescopes and Eye Pieces”

Dec - “Deep Sky Techniques”
Secretary Pete Johnson announced that he has
returned from his vacation. The phone hotline

had gone down during his absence and he
wasn't sure when it happened.

We have received several slide sets for the pre-
sentation kit but we are still looking for a pro-
jector.

Tieasurer Pedro Martinez noted that his ad-
dress on the application was incorrect and re-
quested that it be fixed. If you wish to sub-
scribe to S&T or Astronomy, or renew a previ-
ous subscription, contact Pedro.

Observing report

Presented by Jeff Stetekluh.

The Sky Tour was given.

Program
The night’s program was presented by Rob
Landis on “The Russian Space Program”.

The meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Pete Johnson, Secretary

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

Minutes of the August 13, 1997, Board
Meeting of the Northern Virginia Astron-
omy Club.

The meeting was called to order at 7:45 p.m. at
the home of club president Brenda Jones.

1. Pedro Martinez is working on new member-
ship software and producing new mailing la-
bels. Everything is going well. Samples of the
new labels were distributed and discussed.

2. Nicole has researched getting a bulk mail
rate for the NOVAC news letters. She circu-
lated an analysis of the different price savings.
As a result of Nicole's work a motion was made
to go with a bulk rate. The motion was ap-
proved.

3. Craig said the lock at Crockett was gone.
Brenda said she would look into it.

4. In regard to the Telescope Meet on Sept 6th,
Brenda said we usually get the meet announced
in the Style section of the Washington Post in
Friedlanders column. Tilly agreed to create the
event flyers and get them printed. It was agreed
the swap meet would start at 4:00 p.m. and
viewing would begin at sunset.

3. Pete said that there was a storm of calls on
the hotline requesting information about the
public viewing of the Perseid meteor showers.
Several radio stations apparently picked up on
the web page announcements and wrongly con-
cluded that there was a public event to an-
nounce. It was agreed that we need to separate
the public events from the club events to help
avoid future confusion.

6. In regard to the club scope, Craig received
his ST-7 CCD camera and showed off his first
few images of M57. Craig talked about getting
a pier built at Crockett. A discussion about the
power availability at the pier location followed.
Craig and Tilly agreed to talk with Gary at
Crockett to discuss the options.

7. Brenda talked about the upcoming elections
and said we needed an election committee to
search the membership for possible candidates.
Brenda appointed Bill Jensen, and Nicole vol-
unteered. The current officers were then polled
as to their intention for the upcoming term:

Pete - Will seek another term and possibly
another position.

Tilly - expressed and interest to run for presi-
dent or VP again.

Jeff - wished to continue as a Trustee.

Craig - enjoys his role as a trustee gadfly too
much to give it up.

8. Tilly Smith said that the August program
will be Pete Banholzer presenting technical
information on present and future Mars mis-
sions.

9. Pete Johnson reported that it looks like we
may have a projector for the presentation pack-
age.

Pete also spoke about SETI@HOME, which is
a project from the SETT group to produce a
screen saver for interested people with access
to the Internet to run. The screen saver would
download a set of SETT research data from over
the Internet, analyze it as part of the screen
saver function, and return the data to SETI
when completed. It is a way to expand their
limited computing abilities. A discussion fol-
lowed.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Pete Johnson, Secretary

Minutes of the August 1997 General Meet-
ing of the Northern Virginia Astronomy
Club

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m.
by club President Brenda Jones at the Arling-
ton Planetarium. There were 47 members in
attendance.

Announcements

The Telescope meet is scheduled for Septem-
ber 6th at Crockett Park. The swap meet will
begin at 4:00.

Brenda asked if anyone knew about the lock at
Crockett disappearing. A member said that
someone from the park brought it to their atten-
tion and that the park officials know about it.
Brenda said a new lock had been ordered.

Lee Polikoff distributed Astronomical League
handouts on how to polar-align telescopes in
the field. Lee gave out AL certificates for
binocular Messier certificates, 100 Messier
Objects, 70 Messier objects and 50 Southern
Sky objects. Lee said that if you did not receive
your copy of the Reflector give him a call.
Brent Archinal told about the International
Dark Sky’s conference scheduled for
November 1 at the Arlington Planetarium.
They are planning to invite city engineers to
educate them about light pollution. There will
be more information in the upcoming newslet-
ter.

Elliott Fein is looking for articles for the news
letter.

Officers Reports
Vice President Tilly Smith reported that the
next few months will feature a four part series,
presented by club members, on getting started
in astronomy.

September - Getting Started, John Stewart-

Taylor

October - Selecting Binoculars

November - Eye Pieces
Secretary- Pete Johnson presented travel
brochures offering Solar eclipse cruses in 1998.

He also talked about Seti@home, a project
from the SETI group to produce a screen saver

for people with access to the Internet to run.
The screen saver would download a set of SETI
research data from via the Internet, analyze it
as part of the screen saver function, and return
the data to SETI when completed. SETT sees it
as a creative way to expand their limited com-
puting abilities.. Pete said he would mail out
the web address over the e-mail.

Treasurer - Pedro Martinez: Asked members to
contact him if they wish to get the club dis-
count on S&7' of Astronomy magazines. If you
are interested, send Pedro your renewal notice
or the mailing label from the subscription.

Pedro spoke about the new software package
for managing the membership information.

He circulated an updated list so members could
verify their entries.

Observing report - was presented by Brenda in
Jeff Stetekluh's absence.

The Sky Tour was given by Brent Archinal.

The night’s program was presented by Rob
Landis on the Russian Space Program.

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Pete Johnson,

Secretary
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Notices Notices Notices

N@VAC Notices Notices Notices

NOVAC Notices and Benefits

Discounts on Sky & Telescope and Astron-
omy.

As a member of NOVAC you can get astron-
omy magazine subscriptions at a discount. To
obtain Sky & Telescope for $27.00 (instead of
the standard $36.00), make your check out to
“Sky Publishing Co.” for $27. You can sub-
scribe to Astronomy Magazine for $20.00 (one
vear). Make your check payable to “Kalmbach
Publishing Company”. In each case, note on
the check: “new subscription” or “renewal.” If
this is a renewal, include your customer num-
ber. Send your check to Treasurer Pedro Mar-
tinez, Jr., 6319 Anneliese Dr., Falls Church VA
22044.

The treasurer will send in the checks to Sky
Publishing and Kalmbach once a month on the
first of each month. To have your renewal
included, be sure to have it in his hands by the
last day of the preceding month.

You can also order any publication directly
from Sky Publishing at a 10% discount. Just
mention the Club Discount Plan and that you
are a member of NOVAC.

There are no special 10% discounts offered on
publications from Kalmbach Publishing, but
read what follows.

Discount on Books

NOVAC is participating in the discount book
sales program offered by Kalmbach Publishing.
They will sell our members any astronomy
related book in their catalog for 25% off the
list price when we send in a group order.
Nicole Maste;j is coordinating the sales. If you
are interested, please see her at a meeting or
call her at home (703) 435-8724 to place an
order. Make your check payable to “NOVAC”
for the price of the book minus the discount
when you place the order. We anticipate doing
this 3 - 4 times a year if demand warrants.

NOVAC makes available two six-inch (f75)
Newtonian reflectors for club members to i
check out free of charge and use for a limited |
time.

One telescope is a Celestron model SP-C6 on a%
Super Polaris German equatorial mount and

|
Club Telescopes Available for Use f
§

wood tripod. It will readily fit disassembled in ?

any car, 1s easily transported, and can be set up
quickly at remote observing sites. The tele-
scope comes with Orion Ultrascopic 10mm and |
Meade MA 25mm eyepieces with 1.25-inch
barrel sizes.

The other telescope 1s a home-made six-inch
reflector on a Dobsonian mount and comes
with a 25mm Kellner eyepiece. It is easy to
transport to dark sky sites and easy to use.

To borrow a telescope you will need to show
your NOVAC observing pass and leave a $500
(for the Celestron) or $250.00 (for the Dobson)
security deposit. To borrow the Celestron,
contact Doug Mistler at (703) 437-0513; for
the Dobson, contact Bob L’Hommedieu at
(703) 978-0946. Note: Checks must be made
payable to “NOVAC”. Checks used as security
deposits on telescopes are not deposited and
will be returned to the originator when the
telescope is returned in the same condition it
was checked out. The scopes may be checked
out for two to four weeks at a time, depending
on demand.

NOVAC Library

NOVAC has established a library at the Arling-
ton Planetarium for use by NOVAC members.
Books may be checked out and returned only at
the monthly meetings. Members may check out
books for one month at a time. To borrow
books, see NOVAC Librarians Pedro Martinez
or Craig Tupper at the monthly meeting.

The NOVAC library seeks book donations to
the library. If you have any astronomy books or
materials you are thinking of discarding, please
consider a donation to the NOVAC library.

A complete list of all library holdings is avail-
able upon request.

NOVAC Observing Schedule for 1997
Observing at Savage Farm, C. M. Crockett Park
and Nichlason site: see the back cover of this
newsletter.

Observing at Parsells Field: any evening.

’General Membership Meetmgs |

| General Membership Meetings are held at the
Arlington Planetarium, 1426 N. Quincy Street,
Arlington, VA, on the third Wednesday of ev

| month. To reach the Planetarium, take Inter- |
| state 66 to exit 71 West, North Fairfax Dr. |

| (Rt. 237). Go east on Rt. 237 to the 5th stop- 5
light, N. Quincy Street (about 0.8 miles). Tum
left onto N. Quincy Street (at the funeral '
: home). Go 6 blocks (about 0.5 miles). The 5
planetarium is the low white domed bmldmg

on the left. 730 g J/wa%

| Trustee Meetings are held the Wednesday !

before the week of the General Membership

' Meeting. Non-trustees interested in attending
- should contact a club officer or board member

{ for further information.

NOVAC On-line

NOVAC maintains an e-mail mailing list.
Messages sent to the list include reminders
about scheduled observing sessions, announce-
ments for unscheduled sessions, requests for
quick observing session summaries, MIR
observability predictions, etc.

For more information, send a message to
Chewning Toulmin, pct@his.com.

NOVAC Observing Site Rules

C. M. Crockett Park: Any night that NOVAC
observes at Crockett Park, the observing ses-
sion will be open to the public. The gate will
be locked and will not be unlocked unless a
NOVAC member enters the park, at which time
the gate should remain unlocked until 10
o’clock (or some other prearranged time) when
the Assistant Park Manager will come out and
ask members of the public to leave. The gate
will then be locked and should remain locked
through the rest of the evening. NOVAC mem-
bers may remain until they are finished with
their observing session. There is now a 2-week
lead time requirement for permission to ob-
serve at Crockett Park on nights other than
those listed on our schedule at the back of this
newsletter. Gary Kwolek recommends that
anyone interested in observing in that area on
unscheduled nights drive out to the Crockett
Park gatehouse, turn left and drive down to the
cul-de-sac where you can set up your telescope
on the public road. =~

If any NOVAC member out observing at Crock-
ett Park notices any member of the public
violating park policy, he or she is requested to
notify the Assistant Park Manager, who lives in
the house adjacent to the end of the parking lot.

During EDT, set up on the large field to the
left. During EST, set up on the paved cul-de- -
sac 200 yds. past the gate. No loud radios,
alcoholic beverages or loose pets. Do not leave
trash or debris behind. We are guests of the
park; park management may revoke our observ-
ing privileges at any time due to the careless-
ness of one person.

Parsells Field: In addition to scheduled nights,
NOVAC members may observe at Parsells field
ANY evening, with no prior notice. You must
park and set up only in the parking area: do not
go onto the field itself. Please park to the left,
near the entrance and set up to the right, away
from the entrance. The usual NOVAC observ-
ing site rules apply: no loud noise, alcohol, or
loose dogs, and pick up after yourself. We are
guests of the Dulles Little League, and could

(Continued on page 11}
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(Continued from page 10}
have our access to this site revoked at any time
if 1t 1s abused.

Savage Farm Site: The Savage Farm site is
reserved for NOVAC use on the same nights as
Crockett Park plus all the major meteor
showers. For non-scheduled observing ses-
sions, call the park manager, Paul McCray, at
(703) 729-0596 at least 24 hours in advance
and leave a message with vour phone number.
You may use the site for that session unless you
receive a call from Mr. McCray stating other-
wise. No loud radios, alcoholic beverages or
loose pets. Pick up after yourself and do not
leave any trash behind. Make sure the gate is
tocked whenever you are in the park, and when
you leave. We are guests of the NVRP and
could have our access to this site revoked at
any time if it is abused.

Nichlason Site: The same rules apply as for
the Savage Farm Site except that in seeking
permission to use the site for non-scheduled
observing call Smokey Jacobs (Northern Vir-
ginia Regional Park Authority) at 703-250-
9124 and follow same procedure as with Sav-
age Farm Site.

Directions to NOVAC Observing Sites

C. M. Crockett Park: From the Washington
DC/Northern Virginia area, go west on I-66
21.7 miles from 495 to Exit 43A in
Gainesville onto Rt. 29 South toward Warren-
ton. After 11.8 miles on Rt. 29, stay left
(towards Culpeper), to bypass Warrenton (but
still on Rt. 29 S.) Go about 1 mile to Rt. 643
exit, Meetze Road. At top of ramp, turn left to
go East on Rt. 643. Go 7.5 miles on Rt. 643.
Watch for the C.M.Crockett Park sign on your
right, and turn right into the Park Entrance
Road. Once on the park entrance road, go
one-half mile to the park gate.

Parsells Field: (Note: Because of ongoing
construction, the directions that follow may be
misleading, incomplete, or incorrect. Use at
vour risk! See the article on the “Parsells
Page”, earlier in this newsletter) From the
Northern Virginia area go West on the Dulles
Toll Road until you reach Route 28. Go North
on Rt. 28 for 2.8 miles to Route 625, Waxpool
Rd. (You may also take Route 7 West to 28,
then go South to Waxpool). Turn left on Route
625, Waxpool Rd. (1), and go about 1.4 miles
(through the Broadlands development), then
turn left onto Waxpool Rd. (!!), which is then a
gravel road. The field is about 200 yards
ahead. Once on the gravel, you will need to
continue straight ahead on a drivewayish road,
rather than bearing right and continuing on
Waxpool. Note that the field itself is currently
undergoing refurbishment, so there are no signs
marking it at this time.

Savage Site: Use some combination of Routes
7,267 (Dulles toll road), and 28 to get to the

Route 7 Leesburg bypass. Go around Leesburg
on the bypass until you reach “regular” Route 7
again. From the intersection of the bypass and
“regular” Route 7, continue on Route 7 west
18.5 miles to Route 601, at the top of Snicker’s
Gap.

Turn left onto Route 601 south and go 2.4
miles to the park entrance. The park entrance
is past the driveway on the left whose gatepost
reads Ben Lomand. The park entrance is the
next driveway on your left. There will be a sign
on a tree saying Wildlife Sanctuary. If you
come to gateposts on the left that say Belle
Allee and Ball Alley 1875, you have gone too
far.

You may also take I-66 west to Route 17 North.
Stay on Route 17 North until it intersects with
Route 50 at Ashby Gap. Turn left onto Route
50 and go 1.0 mile and turn right on Route
601. Continue on Route 601 (Blue Ridge
Mountain Road) and go two miles past the
main gate of the FEMA installation. Turn right
at the park entrance after passing the gateposts
with Belle Allee and Ball Alley 1875 on your
right.

The park entrance on Route 601 is marked by a
small brown and white NOVAC sign. The
neighbors periodically pull up the sign, so it
may not be there. As you turn into the park, go
straight ahead until you reach the gate, which
is secured by both a keyed padlock and a com-
bination lock. These locks are iocated to your
left behind the gate as you face it from the out-
side. The combination is on your NOVAC ob-
serving pass. Always lock the gate behind you.
The NOVAC lock must be locked to the
keyed lock, not to the chain, to allow emer-
gency access by the fire department. Drive to
the observing area (the stone patio next to the
house). There is very limited parking at the ob-
serving area itself, so please park in the park-
ing area on the right as you face the patio.

Nichlason Site: I-66 to Rt. 7100 (Fairfax
County Parkway) south to Ox Road (Rt. 123)
south to second right on Chapel Road to imme-
diate left onto Wolf Run Shoals Road (Rt.

610). Continue on Wolf Run Shoals Road
(watch signs carefully at twists and turns in the
road) for 3.9 miles to the site. It is immediately
after a yellow house with white picket fence on
the right. Nichlason Site is on the left marked
by "Wildlife Sanctuary” signs on utility poles.
After third "Wildlife" sign there is a dirt/gravel
lane into the site.

From Springfield/Burke area: go north on the
Fairfax County Parkway (Rt. 7100) to left onto
Burke Lake Road. Burke Lake Road becomes
Clifton Road just after the intersection with Rt.
123. Continuing on Clifton Road, turn left at
the Citgo station onto Wolf Run Shoals Road.
Follow Wolf Run Shoals Road as above to site.

|
|

The NOVAC Newsletter is the official
publication of the Northern Virginia
Astronomy Club and is published six times
per year at 5 Carter Court, Rockville, MD
20852-1005, Elliott D. Fein, Editor and
Publisher. The NOVAC Newsletter is sent to
members of NOVAC as a regular membership
benefit.

Membership in the Northern Virginia
Astronomy Club is $18.00 per year and is open
to anyone interested in astronomy or the
sciences. Additional memberships at the same
address without additional copies of the
newsletter are $6.00 per person. Cortact .
Treasurer Pedro Martinez, Jr., 6319 Anneliese
Dr., Falls Church VA 22044.. All notices of
change of address should be sent to Pedro -
Martinez, Jr. Please include both old and new
addresses.

NOVAC does not knowingly accept advertising
for products of inferior quality nor does it
accept responsibility for the quality of
advertised products.

NOVAC members are invited to submit articles
for publication in the NOVAC Newsletter. The
editor reserves the right to edit all materials
submitted.

Article submissions, in ASCII please, may be
sent to Elliott Fein at edfein@cpcug.org, or to
Elliott’s address in Rockville, given above.
Questions? Call (301) 762-6261, or send e-
mail. .
Deadline for submissions is three weeks in
advance of publication, e.g., October 10 for the
November/December Newsletter

© Copyright 1996 The Northern Virginia
Astronomy Club. All rights reserved. The
NOVAC Newsletter may be reproduced with
proper credit given to the Northern Virginia
Astronomy Club.

|
|
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Kathryn & Andrew Allinson
5805 Merton Ct. #383
Alexandria, VA 22311
(H) 703-820-3481

(W) 703-379-9211
allinson@bellatlantic.net

Paul D. Allocca

208 Leafcup Road
Gaithersburg, MD 20878
allocca@erols.com

Brent A. Archinal, USNO
3450 Massachusetts Ave. NW
Earth Orient. Dept.
Washington, DC 20392

(H) 703-448-7463

(W) 202-762-1469
baa@casa.usno.navy.mil

Paul J. Arquette

129 North Highland Street
Arlington, VA 22201

(H) 703-527-7406

(W) 202-762-1564

John C Avellone

7115 Coventry Rd.
Alexandria, VA 22306
(H) 703-768-8086

Youssef & G. Basden Bagoulla
8109 Overton Ct.

Springfield, VA 22153

(H) 7034406925
sayguh/@aol.com

Ronald S. Bashin, M.D.
1233 Aldebaran Drive
McLean, Va 22101
(H) 703-556-9637
ronsb@access.digex.net

Sharon Bauman & Mark Leach
2514 K Street NW, #67
Washington, DC 20037

(H) 202-342-1036

(W) 202-224-7172
sharon_bauman@labor. senate.gov

Scott Baxter

P. O. Box 158777
Nashville, TN 37215
(H) 800-980-0829
scott_baxter@msn.com

Gregory A. Beeber
Frances T. Beeber

1 Baron Court
Stafford, VA 22554
(H) 540-720-9735
(W) 703-827-5510
gbeeber@idi.oclc.org

Chuck Beighlea

15508 Yorktown Drive
Dumfries, VA 22026
(W) 703-670-6291

Tony Benger
1800-302 Sycamore Valley Drive
Reston, VA 22090

Steven Binari

4820 Springbrook Drive
Annandale, VA 22003
(H) 703-978-3776

Craig Black

1201 Braddock Place, #906
Alexandnia, VA 22314
(H) 703-299-5176

(W) 703-693-3905
crblack@ix.netcom.com

Stephen Blake

8 Grason Court
Rockville, MD 20850
(H) 301-309-0232

(W) 202-647-3276

Rich & Cathy Blickendorfer
3040 Silent Valley Drive
Fairfax, VA 22031

(H) 703-280-2528

(W) 202-687-2397
blickenr@gunet.georgetown.edu

Donna & Fred Blosser
4801 Olley Lane
Fairfax, VA 22032
(H) 703-323-7853

Steve Bogusz

311 Beulah Road

Vienna, VA 22180

(H) 703-281-9303

(W) 703-496-9510
bogusz@par16.mgsl.dert.nih.gov

Al Boldt

531 Florida Avenue, Apt. T-3
Herndon, VA 20170

(H) 7034374532

David H Bollinger
4877B South 28th St.
Arlington, VA 22206
(H) 703-578-1120
(W) 703-308-1142

Bob Bolster

6007 Ridgeview Drive
Alexandria, VA 22310
(H) 703-960-9126

(W) 202-767-2920

Eric Boppe

13303 G Hunter Hill Drive
Hagerstown, MD 21742
(H) 301-797-1983

(W) 717-597-8121

Bruce & Susan Borchardt
320 Fifth Street SE
Washington, DC 20003
(W) 301-975-3469

Susan Bray

7719 Rockledge Court,
Springfield, VA 22152
(H) 703-569-7407

Donovan Brock

2140 Wessex Court
Woodbridge, VA 22191
(H) 703-680-4018

(W) 703-706-2641
dongrock@erols.com

Gary D. Brodersen
5404 Water Crest Court
Fairfax, VA 22032
(H) 703-278-8652

(W) 703-351-8479
gbroders@erols.com

Alan Brown

12342 Strong Court
Fairfax, VA 22033
(H) 703-591-1639
(W) 703-803-4350

Craig Brown

210 Cardinal Glen Circle
Sterling, VA 20164
(W) 703-444-1285
ndfsc@erols.com

Kevin N. & Jonathan Brown

5755 Walnut Wood Lane
Burke, VA 22015

(H) 703-503-9523

(W) 703-824-4477
kevinb.cais.com

William C Bryson
7833 Aberdeen Rd
Bethesda, MD 20814
(H) 301-986-0437
(W) 202-543-3991

Bob Bunge

15210 Emory Court
Bowie, MD 20716

(H) 301-390-7298

(W) 202-543-3991
rbunge@access.digex.com

Bruce Burkholder
13638 Melstone Drive
Clifton, VA 20124
(H) 703-815-0691
benpup@aol

L. Wanrow & Bill Burton
2034 Golf Course Drive
Reston, VA 20191

(H) 703-860-0958

(W) 103-648-9604%&%:

Dale Cabaniss

363 W. Virginia Avenue
Hamilton, VA 20158
(H) 540-338-3521

(W) 703-777-7377
dcabinis@gmu.edu

Ed Cardonick

9120 Wood Pointe Way
Fairfax Station, VA 22039
(H) 703-690-1947

John Carpenter

1812 N. Randolph St.
Arlington, VA 22207
(H) 703-908-9780
(W) 703-412-6389
jearpend(@erols.com

Geoff Chester

2417 Taylor Ave.
Alexandria, VA 22302
(H) 703-739-9560

(W) 202-357-1529

Kevin Paul Childers

15111 Windy Hollow Circle
Gainesville, VA 20155
(H) 703-754-3831

(W) 703-330-6300
kpecmbec@aol.com

Jeffrey M Clark

P O Box 15296
Washington, DC 20003
(H) 202-707-8512

Walt & Jamie Clark

6026 Selwood Place
Springfield, VA 22152

(H) 703-451-3534

(W) 703-593-7894
millis@worldweb.net (Walt),
jclark935@aol.com

Richard Cohoon

746 Fieldstone Dr. NE, #102
Leesburg, VA 20176
(H) 703-779-8741

(W) 703-821-6456
racohoon@mnsinc.com

John A. Combes

13401 Point Pleasant Drive
Chantilly, VA 20151

(H) 703-631-8159
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Jeff Cook

PO Box 534

Arlington, VA 22216
(H) 703-524-5333

(W) Beeper:703-705-6201
jeook(@his.com

Ronald W. Cook

12915 Alton Square, #117
Herndon, VA 20170-5802
(H) 703-471-7226

(W) 703-476-5197
cook{@maxwell.com

Sarah A Cook

14480 Cool Oak Lane
Centreville, VA 22020
(H) 703-222-0331

(W) 703-648-6716

Dennis J. Costa

2733 Gallows Road, #204
Vienna, VA 22180

(H) 703-207-6571

Stephen Coyle

3311 Willow Crescent Drive, #11
Fairfax, VA 22030

(H) 703-383-1827
steve_coyle/@amsinc.com

Marcy Crane

2814 South Columbus Street
Arlington, VA 22206

(H) 703-931-0960

(W) 301-664-7823
macrane(@erols.com

Micheal Crisp

9113 Fairview Road
Silver Spring, MD 20910
(H) 301-588-8836
micheal.crisp.doe.gov

Mark Crowell

1265 Beverly Rd.
McLean, VA 22101
(H) 703-848-3830
(W) 202-646-3432

Daniel Cruz

6722 Jade Post Lane
Centerville, VA 22020
(H) 703-631-2969

Kalman Csia
2831 N. Second Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49009

Ray H. Darling Jr.
4925 North 29th Street
Arlington, VA 22207
(H) 703-241-2754

Stephen Darneil

14848 Hammersmith Circle
Silver Spring, MD 20906
(H) (301) 598-9550

(W) (301) 295-3421
allegro@radix.net

Jack Davis &

Richard Hulkenberg II
15594 Peach Walker Drive
Bowie, MD 20716

(H) 301-249-8458
jackd@radix.net

Thomas A. Davis
12511 Philmont Drive
Herndon, VA 22070
(H) 703-707-8142
(W) 703-482-1666
tomdavis@erols.com

Dominic & Wendy Delmolino
1447 Newport Spring Court
Reston, VA 20194

(H) 703-742-9634

(W) 703-917-4578
ddelmolious.oracle.com

Thomas J. Dietz

108 Oakmont Court
Vienna, VA 22180
{H) 703-938-0283
(W) 202-357-2515
tdietz/@sivm.si.edu

Greg Dillon

2714 Huntington Rd.
Charlottesville, VA 22901
(FH) 804-978-1651

(W) 804-295-1000

-Jake Dingman

200 W. Myrtle St.
Alexandria, VA 22301
(H) 703-683-0326
ObiWan1015@aol.com

Mr & Mrs Russell Duke
9126 Horner Ct.
Fairfax, VA 22031

(H) 703-273-7178

Venton L. Duncan

8602 Longport Drive
Springfield, VA 22152
(H) 703-569-1493

(W) 703-697-5616
vlduncan(@aol.com

Sebastian Dunne

1414 N. Patrick Henry Drive, #132
Arlington, VA 22205

(H) 703-534-5338

(W) 202-822-7552
sdunne@nea.org

Ted Economou

35 Murkay Ave.
Annapolis, MD 21401
(H) 410-267-7915

(W) 301-953-9949

Joe D. Edge

7614 Timberly Court
McLean, VA 22102
(H) 703-734-0825
(W) 703-835-8000

Milton P. Eisner
1565 Hane Street
McLean, VA 22101
(W) 202-625-4635
eisner@erols.com

Tyson Erdman

5803 Quiet Oak Court
Burke, VA 22015
(H) 703-239-9252

Mark Ervin

7212 Blacklock Road
Bethesda, MD 20817
(H) 301-229-4768
(W) 301-229-7933
cadfael@erols.com

Bob Fares

20 Lyndhurst Court
Sterling, VA 20165
(H) 703-444-4976

rjfares@mindspring.com

David Feagans

1416 Springlake Drive
Haymarket, VA 20169
(H) 703-754-0375

(W) 703-450-3140
dfeagan@erols.com

Elliott & Adele Fein

5 Carter Ct.

Rockville, MD 20852-1005
(H) 301-762-6261
edfem@cpcug org

2 \oﬁ;@,n@zm;\

Ron Ferris

8917 Cross Chase Circle
Lorton, VA 22079

(H) 703-643-0811

(W) 301-564-2066

P

Dr. Roger M. Firestone
10159 Turnberry Place
Oakton, VA 22124
(H) 703-281-5329

(W) 703-318-7212

Mark Firoozfar

4450 South Park Ave., #618
Chevy Chase, MD 20815
(H) 301-654-5998

(W) 703-790-3819
mfirooz@clark.net

Roberto Flores

5312 Portsmouth Rd.
Bethesda, MD 20816
(H) 301-320-5730
rflores1/@ix.netcom.com

Ramon D. Fobes

10309 Dunn Meadow Road
Vienna, VA 22182
gril@dgsys.com

Douglas H. Fraser

6801 Cavalier Terrace
Falls Church, VA 22042
(H) 703-534-1838

(W) 202-337-5200

Ruth S Freitag

1300 Army Navy Drive, #806
Arlington, VA 22202

(H) 703-521-7831

(W) 202-707-1217

George R. Friedman, M.D.
15550 Smuthfield Place
Centreville, VA 20120
(H) 703-532-1258

Harold A. Geller

9823 Pebble Weigh Court
Burke, VA 22015

(H) 703-644-7403

(W) 703-734-5898

Brian Gernhardt

102 N. Ithaca Road
Sterling, VA 20164
(H) 703-444-4546

David Geyer
12714 Occoquan Road
Woodbridge, VA 22192

Arnold A. Goldstein
9706 Schmidt Drive
Burke, VA 22015
(H) 703-866-6182
(W) 301-763-7883

Barbara E. Graves

4221 Willow Woods Drive,
Annandale, VA 22003
John Green

8422 Woodlawn Street
Alexandna, VA 22309
(H) 703-360-7316

(W) 202-785-1037
bogieman(@erols.com

Alexander Grigolia Jr.

1310 S. George Mason Drive, #21
Arlington, VA 22204

(H) 703-979-0725

(W) 202-373-2315
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Dr. Peter Gruber

4527 Windom Place NW
Washington, DC 20016

(H) 202-363-2397
72633.2523(@compuserve.com

Peter S. Gural

351 Samantha Drive
Sterling, VA 20164
(H) 703-450-3810
(W) 703-816-5954
pgural@trgl.saic.com

Vaughn E. Hall

+ 10126 Woodbury Drive, #1001
Manassas, VA 20109
(H) 703-368-6515

Lawrence & Linda Hardy
1705 Fox Run Court
Vienna, VA 22182

(H) 703-255-0759

Ken Harrington

1488 Oak Trail Ct.
Herndon, VA 20170
(H) 703-471-0271

M. T. Hedderson
4611 Fillingame Drive
Chantilly, VA 20151
(H) 703-378-0390

David A. Helgerson
640 South 24th Street
Arlington, VA 22202
(H) 703-548-7028
(W) 703-413-9200
helgerson_dave
{@advmar.com

Michael D Hendler
2205 Coppersmith Sq.
Reston, VA 22091
(H) 703-476-7076
(W) 703-902-8132

Gary & Terry Holahan
10000 Tenbrook Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20901
(H) 301-593-5960

(W) 301-415-2884
gmh(@nrc.gov

Pete & Sue Holleran
4023 Lake Glen Road
Fairfax, VA 22033
(H) 703-222-0524
(W) 202-651-2370

Jacob Hosen

2560 Paxton Street
Woodbridge, VA 22192
(H) 703-491-8406
kfhgroup@aol.com

Joe Jablonski Jr.

6921 N. 26th Street
Arlington, VA 22213
(H) 703-332-0214

Doug Jackson

1068 Trevino Lane
Herndon, VA 22070
(H) 703-709-8014
djackson@cais.com

Mary Jay

616 Wellman Ave.

North Chelmsford, MA 01863
(H) 508-251-0786

Bill Jensen

7405 Ridge Oak Court
Springfield, VA 22153

(H) 703-866-1380
william.jensen@tcs.wap.org

Glenn & Sydney Johnson
10013 Commonwealth Blvd.
Fairfax, VA 22032

(H) 703-323-0150

{W) (Glenn) 703-602-8096 x.440

(Syd)703-237-8211

Stephen K. Johnson
3412 Hickory Hills Drive
Qakton, VA 22124

(H) 703-860-1951

(W) 703-277-1375
skj@mrj.com

Wendell (Pete) Johnson
5554 Sequoia Farms Drive
Centreville, VA 22020
(H) 703-830-7513
pjohnson@dgsys.com

Brenda & Kevin Jones
883 North Kentucky St.
Arlington, VA 22205
(H) 703-527-7963
starrs@compuserve.com,
kjones@lpi3.jsc.nasa.gov

Rich Kaiser
4031 Adams Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20902

Ralph Kantrowitz

226 Kentlands Blvd, #301
Gaithersburg, MD 20878

(H) 301-990-1183
71643.1555@compuserve.com

Laquetta Karch

4817 Marymead Drive
Fairfax, VA 22030
(H) 703-631-3263
(W) 703-631-3263
karch@karch.com

George E. Karch
4817 Marymead Drive
Fairfax, VA 22030
(H) 703-631-3263
(W) 703-631-3263

lan H. Keith

5250 Valley Forge Drive, #503
Alexandria, VA 22304-5611
(H) 703-751-0542

(W) 202-708-9426 x.360
ian_keith@hud.gov

David L. Keys

10427 Collingham Drive
Fairfax, VA 22032

(H) 703-978-9513
keysd@erols.com

David N. Kiefner

122 W. George Mason Road
Falls Church, VA 22046
(H) 703-532-1217

(W) 202-720-6233
kiefner@fns.usda.gov

Mike King & Karen Hunt
PO Box 1536
Vienna, VA 22183

Tracy & Ronald Klayton
10207 Oakton Station Ct.
Oakton, VA 22124

(H) 703-281-0534

(W) 703-237-4466

Max & Linda Kleckner
4019 North 25th Street
Arlington, VA 22207

Helga Knapp

5573 Seminary Road, #409
Falls Church, VA 22041
(H) 703-998-8788
hmknapp@aol.com

Marta Krause

2520 Rocky Branch Rd.
Vienna, VA 22181
(H) 703-281-9049

Steve Kusterer

105 Bethal Ct SW
Leesburg, VA 22075
(H) 703-779-9653
(W) 703-476-3024

spk@ntw.ssg-reston.tandem.com

Robert L’Hommedieu
4415 Eastwood Court
Fairfax, VA 22032
(H) 703-978-0946
(W) 703-378-3028

Arthur & Deborah LaTour
13941 Ruler Court
Woodbridge, VA 22193
(H) 703-670-0989

(W) 202-685-4034
latourd@erols.com

Daniel Lazich

739 South 19th. Street
Arlington, VA 22202
(H) 703-553-3749
(W) 703-692-2988

Kim & Chery Lewis
8230 Greta Court, #103
Alexandria, VA 22309
(H) 703-780-8306
zenta@erols.com

Michael C. Lewis

5549 Holmes Run Parkway
Alexandria, VA 22304
(H) 703-823-3364

(W) 202-225-2901
mlewis@hr.house.gov

Alexander Lim

4602 Silas Hutchinson Drive
Chantilly, VA 20151

(H) 703-222-0419

(W) 703-414-4428
alexapder. im@mei.com

Rod Linde

2752 Copper Creek Rd.
Hemdon, VA 22071
(H) 703-713-0939

Leonard Lipton
15309 Emory Ln.
Rockville, MD 20853

Thomas Love

1941 Rhode Island Avenue
McLean, VA 22101

(H) 703-536-6936

(W) 202-463-5675
thomaslove@aol.com

Julia Lozos

2817 Cameron Rd.

Falls Church, VA 22042
(H) 703-237-7623

Michael Lucas

9109 King Road W.
Ft. Myers, FL 33912
(H) 941-454-1062

Allen Luo

7618 Matera Street#204
Falls Church, VA 22043
(H) 703-893-5895

(W) 703-525-8003
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Michael Lux

4436 Haverford Drive
Rockville, MD 20853
(H) 301-929-1350
(W) 202-879-3330
mlux@dttus.com

Timothy & Brendan MacDonald
4311 N. 16th Street
Arlington, VA 22207
(H) 703-528-2323
(W) 202-268-7309

A )
Joseph Macrie (,\} NS
9009 Abilene PL. \%
Clinton, MD 20735 A
(H) 301-868-5322

John M. Makepeace Jr. {
5565 Seminary Road, #109
Falls Church, VA 22041
(H) 703-578-9616

(W) 703-604-2220
john.makepeace@ibm.net

Will Marchant

7962 Leeds Manor Road
Marshall, VA 20115
(H) 540-347-1461

(W) 703-369-3633
keéroli@amsat.org

Howard J. Marcus
1587 Kingstream Circle
Herndon, VA 20170
(H) 703-481-0074

Ken & Claire Margulies
25 Butternut Way
Sterling, VA 20164
(H) 703-787-3598

(W) 703-482-0712

Joe Marietta

11305 Bath Ct.
Fredericksburg, VA 22408
(H) 540-891-1887

Ralph T. Marple
5027 Kenerson Drive
Fairfax, VA 22032
(H) 703-293-4115
(W) 703-264-6246

Charles Martin

5912 Fred's Oak Road
Burke, VA 22015
(H) 703-250-4853

Pedro Martinez

6319 Anneliese Drive
Falls Church, VA 22044
(H) 703-534-2604

(W) 202-842-1212 x.113

W
5

Marcy Marxer
9428 Curran Road
Silver Spring, MD 20901

Nicole Mastej

1359 Garden Wall Circle
Reston, VA 20194

(H) 703-435-8724

nicole_mastej@smcompany.com

* Fred Matthies Z/‘{%" -

6368 Lynwood w0l \Z 7

s McLean, VA 22101

(H) 703-506-1476
(W) 202-745-8000 x.8241

QL  (FAX) 703-506-9231
(W) 202-906-6040 %Xﬁ;‘“jx

Don May

1806 Horseback Trail
Vienna, VA 22182
(H) 703-242-6422
may@convex.com

Roy Mayfield

2339 40th St. NW #4
Washington, DC 20007
(H) 202-338-3823

(W) 703-691-2480
rmayfld@erols.com

John Maynard & Alex Ramayo
5039 Head Court

Fairfax, VA 22032

(H) 703-423-6058

(W) 202-623-6970

Jmaynard@inf org

Greg McCain

8401 Greeley Blvd
Springfield , VA 22152
(H) 703-569-7695

(W) 703-305-8698

Paul McCray/NVRPA
5400 Ox Road

Fairfax Station, VA 22039
(W) 703-729-9596

Christine McKinny

7350 Wichita Court, Apt. #14
Manassas, VA 20109

(H) 703-369-3627
cmekinny@aol.com

Hirad JP Mehdinejad

6621 Wakefield Drive,#207
Alexandria, VA 22307
(H) 703-660-6522

(W) 703-280-7922
hirad@erols.com, hme-
hdin@email.usps.gov

Ron & Joanie Mickle
4001 Dogberry Lane
Fairfax, VA 22033
(H) 703-222-9469
(W) 202-267-3338

Bruce E. Miller

9715 Waterline Drive

Burke, VA 22015

(H) 703-451-6523

(W) 703-695-0058
100710.2530@compuserve.com

Richard J. Miner

4707 Holborn Avenue
Annandale, VA 22003
(H) 703-978-7276

(W) 703-528-3500

Doug & Greg Mistler

2775 Mansway Drive
Hemndon, VA 20171

(H) 703-437-0513
dmistler@access.digex.net,
71240.515@compuserve.com

Paul T. Monte-Bovi
5313 Augusta Street
Bethesda, MD 20816
(H) 301-229-8158

(W) 202-895-5828
pmonte@erols.com

Guy W. Moore

224 North Nelson Street
Arlington, VA 22201
(H) 703-525-3730

Bill Moredock
47078 Southhampton Ct
Sterling, VA 20165

Charles M. Murphy
906 Manor Road,#202
Alexandria, VA 22305
(H) 703-299-9280

(W) 301-907-7101
cmurphy@futron.com

Mark Murray

2425 Jackson Parkway
Vienna, VA 22180
(H) 703-560-0673

John Myers

7260 King William Street
Warrenton, VA 20187
(H) 540-341-7281

(W) 703-696-6013
myersj@mnsine.com

Robert H. Neff

1905 Kirby Road
McLean, VA 22101
(H) 703-893-0639
(W) 202-767-3968

Bob Neidert

12019 Yates Ford Rd
Fairfax Station, VA 22039
(H) 703-830-2816

(W) 202-767-2810

Tomas S. Nowark
11833 Parliament Drive
Woodbridge VA 22192
(H) 703-690-1260

(W) 703 697-8631

John & Renee Nusbaum
2124 Maleady Drive
Herdon, VA 22170
(H) 703-7424037

(W) 703-573-8834

Edward A. O’Lenic

8366 Wagon Wheel Road
Alexandria, VA 22309

(H) 703-799-0521

(W) 301-763-8155
wd52eo@sgl47. wwb.noaa.gov

Joel O’Rourke

7500 Punquin Court
Clifton, VA 22024
(H) 703-266-3083
(W) 703-277-1336
jforourke@tasc.com

Tom Obelenus

8019 Sunset Path Court
Springfield, VA 22153
(H) 703-451-0205

(W) 703-264-7358
obellnust@nima.mil

Hans Olsen

9315 Mace St
Manassas, VA 22111
(H) 703-257-0313

James L. Olszewski

621 North Armistead Street
Alexandria, VA 22312
(H) 703-354-9116

(W) 703-698-6740

Maria Ward Otoo

4414 Butterworth PI NW
Washington, DC 20016
(H) 202-363-7618

(W) 202-452-2236

Tom Parry

12000 Vale Rd
Oakton, VA 22124
(H) 703-758-8224
(W) 703-351-2285

Francois-Marie & L. Patorni
4007 18th St. NW
Washington, DC 20011
(H) 202-291-4523

(W) 202-473-6265

Richard Pavel
8312 Armetale Lane
Fairfax Station, VA 22039
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Douglas Peek

14137 Grayson Rd
Woodbridge, VA 22191
(H) 703-491-3114

(W) 703-845-6934

Kenneth A. Pettijohn
7916 Ivymount Terrace
Potomac, MD 20854
(H) 301-983-3199
pettijon@erols.com

Ray Pfaff

4333 Cub Run Road
Chantilly, VA 20151
(H) 703-968-0637
(W) 703-968-0637

Lee Polikoff

6146 Martin's Landing Court
Burke, VA 22015

(H) 703-250-2355

(W) 703-693-0072
impopeye@erols.com

Lee Powell

317 N. Fillmore St.
Arlington, VA 22201

(H) 703-841-0251
clpowell@worldnet.att.net

Jonathan Powis

1911 Miracle Lane

Falls Church, VA 22043
(H) 703-893-1339

(W) 202-588-6810

Kevin Quin

2504 Villanova Drive
Vienna, VA 22180
(H) 703-204-0832
(W) 202-307-0922
quinkc(@usdoj.gov

David & Sharon Raden
3801 Lake Boulevard
Annandale, VA 22003
(H) 703-641-0146

(W) 703-273-8677
daver@huskynet.com

Greg Redfern

4765 Farndon Court

Fairfax, VA 22032

(H) 703-978-9220
73502.2761(@compuserve.com

Christopher Reed

127 N. Garfield Street
Arlington, VA 22201
(H) 703-276-0395
creed@aoc.gov

Jack Resch
12504-C Lake Ridge Drive
Woodbridge, VA 22192

Dan & Henry Rice

3223 Magnolia Avenue
Falls Church, VA 22041
(H) 703-820-1269

Robert E. Ridgley

3213 Korte Court

Falls Church, VA 22042
(H) 703-641-0152

(W) 202-287-3405

Jim Rizzo

3437 Hidden Meadow Drive
Fairfax, VA 22033

(H) 703-709-5182

(W) 703-502-6781

Ted Roach

314 Edwards Ferry Road
Leesburg, VA 20176
(H) 703-777-4138

(W) 703-777-7377
t_roach(@anent

Glenn Roberson

2264 Cartbridge Road
Falls Church, VA 22043
(H) 703-573-8173

(W) 202-736-2819
ianctlr@aol.com

Mikel Rodriguez

3508 Queen Anne Drive
Fairfax, VA 22030
(H) 703-273-4285
maryknol@ven.net

Caro] Romett

8924 Royal Astor Way
Fairfax, VA 22031

(H) 703-573-7493

(W) 202-687-4467

romettc
({@guvax.acc.georgetown.edu

E. E. Sanders Jr

12504-C Lake Ridge Drive
Woodbridge, VA 22192
(H) 703-590-8982

(W) 703-690-7000
sandys@doubled.com

James E. Schaeffer
11505 Ivy Bush Court
Reston, VA 20191
(H) 703-255-3273
FAX: 703-255-1626
star431@aol.com

Stephen Scholand

825 New Hampshire Ave

NW #306

Washington, DC 20037

(H) 202-337-7768
scholand@gw152.circ.gwu.edu

David & Andrea Schuetz
14600 Indian Summer Court
Centreville, VA 20120
(H) 703-802-1219
dschuetz@access.digex.net

Philip and Aaron Schulan
12501 Weyers Cave Court
Herndon, VA 22070

(H) 703-450-1163

(W) 703-476-3080
schulan_phil@tandem.com

Lynn & Al Schumann

115 National Lane
Williamsburg, VA 23185
(H) 703-971-3257

Bill & Jessica Schwetke
5424 Flycatchers Court
Warrenton, VA 20187

(H) 540-341-2117
basketcat@compuserve.com
Bob Scott

P O Box 9364

McLean, VA 22102

(W) 703-556-7078

Kinchen Searcy

5220 Gainsborough Drive
Fairfax, VA 22032

(H) 703-425-4570

(W) 703-602-4513

searcyk(@smte-gw.spawar.navy.mil

Thomas Semrov

14290 Princedale Drive
Dale City, VA 22193
(H) 703-670-7211

(W) 301-469-5292

tsemrov(@hpl.pepco.com

Eugene F. Shaw. Jr.
2005 Golf Course Drive
Reston, VA 20191

Michael Shea
1726 Creek Crossing Road
Vienna, VA 22182

Steve Shelton

8914 Sylvania Street
Lorton, VA 22079
(H) 703-341-0711

Ron, Lisa, & Dorothy Shepard
7201 Alger Road

Falls Church, VA 22042

(H) 703-573-4722

(W) 202-628-4506 x. 870
rshepman(@aol.com

Charles P. Shephard
6821 Winter Lane
Annandale, VA 22003
(H) 703-354-8387

Eva Sheppard

6142 N 9th Rd
Arlington, VA 22205
(H) 703-237-2769

David I Silvers
13906 Poplar Tree Rd
Chantilly, VA 22021
(W) 202-373-3332

Brad Simons

13512 Heathrow Lane
Centreville, VA 20120
(H) 703-968-8696

(W) 202-898-7590
brad.simons(@turner.com

Steve Smith

8107 Hatteras Lane
Springfield, VA 22151
(W) 703-255-8870
smithv@erols.com

W. T. (Tillly) Smith Jr.
1914 S. Arlington Ridge Rd.
Arlington, VA 22202

(H) 703-920-1157

(W) 703-602-4752

Fax: 703-602-3471
smith_walter t
{@hq.navsea.navy.mil

John Smullen

6121 Wicklow Drive
Burke, VA 22015
(H) 703-250-5618
smullenj@frb.gov

Denis & Raquel Snyder
4450 South Park Ave. #1210
Chevy Chase, MD 20815
(H) 301-654-3842

John Somiak

1591 North Village Road
Reston, VA 22094

(H) 703-471-7461

(W) 301-921-7485

John Spevacek

1752 N. Troy St. #689
Arlington, VA 22201
(H) 703-524-2587
(W) 202-307-0466

Lloyd J. Spivak

1638 R St. NW, #302
Washington, DC 20009
(H) 202-483-3907

(W) 202-332-7323

Cindy Sprunger

9216 Battle Street
Manassas, VA 20110
(H) 703-369-5518
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James Stallard

1005 Charlton Place

Herndon, VA 22070
james.m.stallard@adn adcatel.com

Jeff Stetekluh

605 South 23rd Street
Arlington, VA 22202
(H) 703-979-8249

(W) 301-497-2548
jeffl@drax.gsfc.nasa.gov

David A Steury

2647 N. Van Dorn St,#204
Alexandria, VA 22302
(H) 703-683-5144

(W) 703-641-4600

John Stewart

1812 Monroe St. NW
Washington, DC 20010
(H) 202-667-1186

(W) 703-787-2149
stewart@xrxedds.com

Jon& Kathleen Stewart-Taylor
2429 Southgate Sq. ‘
Reston, VA 20191 \E N{}

——(H) 703-476-1217 === >

(W) 703-724-2460
jon.c.stewart-taylor
(@adn alcatel.com

Richard Stoppa

12126 Winona Drive
Woodbridge, VA 22192
(H) 703-494-3012

John Sullivan

21 Cinnabar Court
Gaithersburg, MD 20879
(H) 301-863-0863

(W) 703-708-7717
john.sullivan@autodesk.com

Minje Sung & Sukyung Hwang
4508-B Hazeltine Court
Alexandria, VA 22312

(H) 703-916-0638

sungmj@gwisz.circ.gmu.edu

Greg Sykes

6760 Bison Street
Springfield, VA 22150
(H) 703-971-8424

(W) 703-273-9621
gsykes@osfl.gmu.edu

Tibor Szentendrei

12409 Braxfield Court,#4
Rockville, MD 20902
(H) 301-770-1131
szentendrei@poboxes.com

Charles Tack

11606 Windbluff Court
Reston, VA 20191
(H) 703-620-4900

Dane J. Toler

916 Cottage Street SW
Vienna, VA 22180
(H) 703-281-2118

Richard Tontodonato

611 Tapawingo Road, SW
Vienna, VA 22180

(H) 703-281-2118

(W) 202-208-6677
rtdonato@doubled.com

P. Chewning Toulmin

6161 Edsall Road Apt.#1512
Alexandria, VA 22304

(H,W) V/TTY 703-549-2375 or
800-828-1140

pet@his.com

Sue Trainor

6343 Windharp Way
Columbia, MD 21045
(H) 301-982-9418 |

Craig Tupper

2332 Belleview Ave.
Cheverly, MD 20785
(H) 301-773-4386
(W) 202-385-0847
ctupper@erols.com

James R. Tury

900 Aldrich Place
Woodbridge, VA 22191
(H) 703-494-6342
tury(@erols.com

Mark 1. Uretsky

1916 17th Street NW #402
Washington, DC 20009
(H) 202-483-0280

(W) 202-418-1409

muretsky@fcc.gov

Malcolm Visser

9683 Mason Bluff Court
Burke, VA 22015

(H) 703-323-0043

(W) 703-704-2458
svisser@comsearch.com

Bill Walderman

8635 Victoria Rd
Springfield, VA 22151
(H) 703-978-0390

(W) 202-383-0243

Brant Waldron
706 Upham Place
Vienna, VA 22180

Michael S. Walker

7855 Bressingham Drive
Fairfax Station, VA 22039
(H) 703-690-7524

(W) 703-275-6925

John Wallin

¢/o George Mason University
4400 University Drive
Fairfax, VA 22030

(H) 703-591-2543

(W) 703-993-3617
jwallin@gmu.edu

Keith & Luke Ward
4509 Dartmoor Lane
Alexandnia, VA 22310
(H) 703-922-6545

(W) 202-767-2735

(K) ward@onr.navy.mil,
(L) wardl@erols.com

James Wasel

1204 Tanley Rd

Silver Spring, MD 20904
(H) 301-622-3873

John Watson

12615 Bridoon Lane
Reston, VA 20191
(H) 703-437-3857
(W) 703-648-6699
Jmwatson@usgs.gov

Donald & Katherine Watson
900 N Taylor St, #1712
Arlington, VA 22203

(H) 703-524-1062

Patricia & Jeffrey Wheeler
6017 Monticello Road
Alexandria, VA 22303
(H) 703-960-9487

(W) 703-549-3381

Mark E. Whiting

13116 Scarlet Oak Drive
Darmnestown, MD 20878

(H) 301-990-0985

(W) 301-380-4635
hwhitmark@concentric.net
wmark. whiting@marriott.com

Jerry Wilcoxen

3653 Malibu Circle

Falls Church, VA 22041
(H) 703-820-7920

Sam Wilds

706 Old Hunt Way
Herndon, VA 22070
(H) 703-435-4515
(W) 703-620-7127

Steve E. Wimbrow

10723 Oakforest Drive
Hagerstown, MD 21740

(H) 301-582-2136

steve. wimbrow/@prodigy.com

Gerald Wolczanski

5467 Camelia Ct
Warrenton, VA 20186
(H) 540-349-1582

(W) 703-255-3489

Barry B. Wolfe

6203 Stratford Road
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

Toni Wright

14535 Stephen Street
Nokesville, VA 20181
(W) 703-206-5876
tjw(@uu.net

Greg Wuestenhagen
6534 Lee Valley Drive
Springfield, VA 22150
(H) 703-866-4727

Robin Yeager

12105 Greenwood Court,#201
Fairfax, VA 22033

(H) 703-206-5683
yeager@uu.net

Diane & Paul Ziegenfelder
2805 Jefferson Drive
Alexandria, VA 22303
(H) 703-329-9270

(W) 301-763-8364

Note: Please inform the NOVAC
Treasurer of any needed correc-
tions.
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1997 NOVAC Observing Dates (Subject to change)

C. M. Crockett Park
September 5, 6 (NOVAC Telescope
Meet), 26, 27

October 3, 4, 21 (Orionid meteor
shower), 24, 25, 31

November 1, 17 (Leonid meteor
shower), 21, 22, 29

December 13 (Geminid meteor shower),
19, 20, 22 (Ursid meteor shower)

Savage Farm & Nichlason Site
September 5, 6, 7, 26, 27, 28

October 3, 4, 5, 21 (Orionid meteor
shower), 24, 25, 26, 31

November 1, 2, 17 (Leonid meteor
shower), 21, 22, 23, 28, 29, 30

December 13 (Geminid meteor shower),
19, 20, 21, 22 (Ursid meteor
shower), 26, 27, 28

N@VAC

The Northern Virginia Astronomy Club
¢/o Nicole Mastej

1359 Garden Wall Circle

Reston, Virginia 20194

-Parsells Page,
[J-Astronomical League,

-Upcoming meetings,
[ 1 and much, much more! |

L. Wanrow & Bill Burton
2034 Golf Course Dr
RESTON, VA 20191

Membership Expiration: 12/97




